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M ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute ;f

e Sreekariyam 695 017, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

Dr. G. BYJU Phone: 0471- 2598431
Director Email: director.ctcri@icar.gov.in

From the Director

Tropical tuber crops are the third most important food crops after cereals and pulses
- and are either a staple or secondary staple for one in every five of the world
. population. Cassava and sweet potato rank among the top10 food crops produced in
developing countries that contribute about 6% of the world's dietary calories, and
- are also important sources of animal feed and raw material for industrial products.
Most of these crops are bestowed with resilience to climate change and have
potential for better returns under adverse soil and weather conditions

ICAR-CTCRI has made significant contributions during the last six decades of

service to the nation which led to the development of 77 improved varieties, crop
production practices including organic farming and good agricultural practices, protocols for quality
planting material production, pest and disease management packages, value added food and industrial
products and ICT tools including crop growth models and decision support systems.

Large scale demonstrations of newly released varieties, production technologies, SSNM, cropping system
models, integrated pest and disease management strategies, post-harvest processing and value addition
were under taken across different states of India under the centrally sponsored and development schemes
like NEH, TSP, RKVY and SCSP. The agribusiness incubator and techno-incubation centres at
headquarters and regional station promote entrepreneurship among the stakeholders. The All India
Coordinated Research Project on Tuber Crops (AICRPTC) with 21 centres across18 states and one union
territory cater to the needs of ecoregional testing of varieties and technologies.

Considering the importance of the institute, media has given wide publicity for various programmes
organized by the institute in the year 2024. This coffee table book covers glimpses of news media coverage
inthe year 2024.

01.07.2025 XQ'LF/

: G.BYJU
Sreekariyam Director
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1.The Rainbow diet campaign as part of the nutriseed village program in North Eastern states
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TURA: Thiruvananthapuram-o donggipa ICAR = Central Tuber Crops Research Institute (ICAR-CTCRI), North Eastern Hill University (NEHU) Tura Campus-ni ning-¢
donggipa Incubation Centre (MSME incubatar) baksa nangrnme, Rainhow Diet campaign project-ni ing o dingtangmancha Nutniseed Village program-ko
ahachengataha

la Rainbow Diet Campaign-ara Zinz, Iron, Vitamin A, £ are B12 donggipa ma-mantl bolam biterangko tarie, cha-ani chu-onggija sagipa bi-sarangna on-na tarigipa
nutri-sensitive agricuttural project ong-a aro ia cha anirangko dingtang dingtang bolam bite aro mi-misirang, |eksita milang, mis:, me-su aro uandakgipa
bosturangoniko taria.

|la Mutrizseed Village prograrm-ni ning o ta-milang arc mis gita dake game ge-& man gipa bosturangko Angarwadi-rangna ara cha-ani chu-onggija saaniko

man gipa bi sarangna sualanggen

Ia Mutrizeed Village programeni ning-a Assam a-dokni Kamrup a-jag donggipa Hajongbari arc Thakurkuchi songrango ta-milang aro migini dinglang dingtang
rokomrangko ge na gira seokmanaha

la Nutrizeed Village scheme-n| bak gta dinglangmancha game ge-e cha-giparangna awareness programe-ko ICAR-CTCRI, NEHU) Tura Campus-i ning-o donggipa
Incubation Centre (MSME Incubater) arc Guwahati-c donggipa indian Council of Agnicuftural Research-Agneuttural Technology Research Institute
(ICAR-ATARI] bak=a nangrime, Hajongbar songo donggipa Pragjyotishpur University-o ong alangaha aro @ programvko ong atanio Guwashati ATAR-ni Director De
G Kadirvel mongsonggipa sokgipa ong e bakko ra-angaha.

la awareness program ko ong-atama Hajangbari are Thakurkuchi songni sak 50-mangni gita game ge e cha giparang bakko ra angaha.

The ShillongTimes, 01.01.2024
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2.Three bio capsules 'booster' for organic farming

KarshakaSree, January, 2024
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3. Special focus on tuber crops cultivation in Andhra Pradesh
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4. Emphasis on pest improved varieties of cassava : Director, ICAR-CTCRI
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5. Improved cultivation practices for improved cassava yields: Director, ICAR-CTCRI
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6. CTCRI director and scientists visit to tuber crop fields of Andhra Pradesh
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7. Sree Rakshafor higher yields
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8. Good cultivation practices are necessary for higher yields in tuber crops: CTCRI Director
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9. High quality planting material for improved yields: Dr. G. Byju
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10. Potentials of tuber cultivation should be exploited : P Prasad, Minister of Agriculture, GoK
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11. Patent for e-Crop, an IoTdevice for smart farming developed by CTCRI

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Electronic crop (e-Crop),
an Internet of Things (10T)
device for smart farming
developed by the Central
Tuber Crops Research In-
stitute (CTCRD), an Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR) facility here,
has been granted patent by
the Indian Patent Office,
The e-Crop simulates
crop growth in real-ime
based on weather, soil
moisture, and nutrient sta-
tus. It calculates nutrient
and water requirements
and generates an agro-ad-
visory for the crop on a dai-
ly time scale, CTCRI said in
a statement here on Wed-
nesday. It provides period-
ical advices via SMS to
growers regarding water
and nutrient (nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassi-
um) requirements. 3
Santhosh Mithra, princi-
pal scientist, CTCRI, is the
inventor of the technology.
“e-Crop-based  smart
farming (e-CBSF) has been

Santhosh Mithra,
principal scientist,
CTCRI, is the
inventor of the

technology

successfully field-demon-
strated for cassava, sweet
potato, elephant foot yam,
and banana. Farmers
achieved higher yields
with a saving on nutrients
and water up to 50% owing
to the knowledge-intensive
management of spatial and
temporal variabilities of
soil and plant properties,”
according to the CTCRI.

An important aspect of
this device is its generic na-
ture which allows it to be
adapted to any field crop.

Efforts in that direction
in collaboration with State
agriculture departments
including that of Kerala,
ICAR institutes; IIT-Palak-
kad, Digital University Ker-
ala, and the Rubber Re-
search Institute of India
(RRI), Kottayam, are in
progress, the CTCRI said.

Patent for e-Crop, an IoT device for
smart farming developed by CTCRI

The e-Crop device developed by the ICAR-Central Tuber Crops
Research Institute,

i

The Hindu, 14.03.2024
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12. CTCRI scientist's E-Crop device set to revolutionise farming

Kerala scientist’s E-Crop device
set to revolutionise farming

K S SREEJITH @TPuram

NOW, farmers will get periodic
SMSes about water and nutri-
ent content in soil. facilitating
timely intervention to address
challenges. thanks to a scien-
tist from Kerala.

Electronic Crop (E-Crop), de-
veloped by Santhosh Mithra of
the Central Tuber Crops Re-
search Institute (CTCRI), prom-
ises to revolutionise the farm-
ing sector at a time when low
yield, lack of nutrients in soil
and climate changes are mak-
ing life miserable for farmers.

E-Crop, an IoT (Internet of
Things) device, can simulate
crop growth in real time by cal-
culating calculate nutrients
and water requirements in the
soil and generating agro -advi-
sory for the crop on a daily ba-
cie Mithra caid the crop simu-

The E-Crop device

lation model-based device
provides periodical advice as
SMS to growers about water
and nutrient (nitrogen, phos-
phorus and potassium)
requirements.

The Indian Patent Office on
March 14, granted patent to E-

The New Indian Express, 15.03.2024

Crop with retrospective effect
from 2014. “I have been study-
ing and developing crop simu-
lation models for almost a dec-
ade,” Mithra, CTCRI principal
scientist (computer applica-
tions), told TNIE. “We devel-
oped the device in 2014 and had
been testing it. The patent is
the official approval for the de-
vice,” he said.

As a computer expert, San-
thosh wanted to improve yield
of tuber crops at first. For this,
he collected data from studies
done by plant physiologists on
how changes in weather. soil
nutrients affected the growth
of various plant species. “We
converted this data into a math-
ematical equation and com-
piled a software. We could scl-
entifically predict the complete
weather condition of a crop
season,” he said. o More or P6

)



13. E-Crop can adapt to any field crop: Dr. Santhosh Mithra, Principal Scientist, CTCRI

‘E-Crop can adapt to any field crop’

CONTINUED FROM PI1
K S SREEJITH @TPuam

THE E-Crop-based smart farm-
ing has been successfully field-
demonstrated for cassava,
sweet potato, elephant foot yam
and banana. Growers achieved
higher yield with nearly 50%
saving on nutrients and wa-
ter,” he said.

Explaining how the device
works, Mithra said, “We fix it
in a farm. The sensors in it
send data about the changing
weather to the server through
a module connected to the in-
ternet. The nutrient content of
the soil is tested first and we

feed the data to the server. This
predicts the correct quantity
of nutrients needed for that
particular soil. Meanwhile,
farmers, through an
app ‘krihi kruthya’,
also record and send
the data on the soil
moisture content to
the server. Through
this, a farmer can
double the yield by us-
ing lesser water and .
fewer nutrients,” he |
said.

Santhosh, a BSc
Agriculture graduate, com-
pleted MSc in Computer Appli-
cations from the Indian Agri-
cultural Research Institute and

The New Indian Express, 15.03.2024

got PhD from Gandhigram Ru-|
ral University in Dindigul,!
Tamil Nadu. The E-Crop de-|
vice has been used in rice and'
vegetable cultivation.
The Kerala Agricultural
University is in touch
with CTCRItodevelopa
simulation method for
coconut farming. Mith-
ra said the most impor-
tant feature of the de-
vice is its generic nature
which enables it to adapt/
to any field crop. Discus-/
sions are on with IIT
Palakkad, Digital University,
Kerala, and the Rubber Re-/
search Institute of India, Kot-
tayam, he said.
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14. Scheme for 'student start-up professionals' in agriculture sector at CTCRI

Scheme for ‘student
start-up professionals’
in agriculture sector

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ICAR-Central Tuber
Crops Research Institute
(ICAR-CTCRI)  Agri-Busi-
ness Incubator, in collabo-
ration with the College of
Agriculture, Vellayani, un-
der the Kerala Agricultural
University, and the Kerala
Startup Mission (KSUM),
has launched a scheme for
creating ‘student start-up
professionals’ for agritech
start-ups.

Under the Certified
Agritech Startup Profes-
sional Scheme (CAgtSP),
students are attached with
the ICAR-CTCRI Agri-Busi-
ness Incubator for one
year. They will be directly
involved in mentoring

start-ups, covering areas
like business plan prepara-
tion and drafting agree-
ments, seed funding and
market linkage.

CAgtSP was launched at
the College of Agriculture
on Monday.

G. Byju, Director,
CTCRI; Roy Stephen, Dean
of Faculty, College of Agri-
culture, Vellayani; Allan
Thomas, Professor and
Head, Department of Agri-
cultural Extension Educa-
tion; and P. Sethuraman Si-

vakumar, Principal
Scientist, ICAR-CTCRI and
Programme Director

spoke. Around 168 BSc
(Agriculture) final-year stu-
dents are attending the
first phase of the CAgtSP
scheme.

The Hindu, 19.03.2024

)



FEFAT
\ CTCRI

15. Patent for size-based Chinese potato grader developed by CTCRI

Patent for size-based Chinese
potato grader developed by CTCRI

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Grading Chinese potatoes
(koorka) based on their
size has for long been a ma-
jor headache to farmers,
given the time and labour
charge involved in it. Now,
the Central Tuber Crops
Research Institute (ICAR-
CTCRYI) in Thiruvananthap-
uram has been granted a
patent for a power-operat-
ed, size-based Chinese po-
tato grader and a method
of grading.

The grader, which cuts
down on labour and costs
significantly, works on the
principle of rotating mo-
tion of the unit through a
prime mover.

It sorts the tubers into
four different size classes;
small (below 20 mm diam-
eter), medium (20.1-30
mm), large (30.1-40 mm)

Chinese potato graded with the gra

and very large (above 40
mm), according to the
CTCRI, an institute under
the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR).

The patent has been
granted by the Indian Pa-
tent Office.

“Farmers resort to ma-
nual grading which re-
quires 50 man days of la-
bour for sorting tubers
harvested from one hec-
tare. This machine needs
only two man days for sort-
ing the same quantity,” T.
Krishnakumar, the CTCRI

s

der developed by CTCRI according to size.

scientist who is the lead in-
ventor of the technology,
said. Other scientists in-
volved in its development
are Principal Scientists
M.S. Sajeev and R. Muthu-
raj; Senior Scientist D. Jaga-
nathan; and Scientist C.
Pradeepika.

CTCRI took up this pro-
ject based on a needs-as-
sessment survey of Chi-
nese  potato  growers
considering the very high
expenditure on manual
grading which significantly
reduces the profit these re-

SOurce-poor growers con-
centrated in the districts of
Tenkasi and Tirunelveli in
Tamil Nadu and Thrissur,
Palakkad and Ernakulam
in Kerala.

The machine can grade/
sort one tonne of tuber in
an hour for which the aver-
age cost including labour is
¥150 whereas manual grad-
ing of the same quantity
costs ¥1,500. The grader
consumes 0.75 kW per
hour electricity, with an av-
erage power cost of 5 per
hour, the CTCRI said.

The Hindu, 23.03.2024
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16. Size based Chinese potato grader developed by CTCRI gets patent

Sizebased Chinese potato
grader developed by CTCRI
gets patent

The Hindu (Kozhikode)

23 Mar 2024
| Simllar Stories

Grading Chinese potatoes (koorka) based
on their size has for long been a major
headache to farmers, given the time and
labour charge involved in it. Now, the Cent-
ral Tuber Crops Research Institute
(ICARCTCRI) in Thiruvananthapuram has
been granted a patent for a poweroperated,
sizebased Chinese potato grader and a
method of grading.

The grader, which cuts down labour and
cost significantly, works on the principle of
rotating motion of the unit through a prime

-

The Hindu, 23.03.2024
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17. Patent to CTCRI scientists
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18. A ton of Chinese potato can be sorted for Rs.150 using CTCRI technology
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19. Planting material distribution under CTCRI-SCSP project

Janmabhumi, 03.04.2024

20. CTCRI biopesticides for farmers

MalayalaManorama, 04.04.2024
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21. Distribution farm inputs under CTCRI-SCSP programme

Kerala Kaumudi, 06.04.2024
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22. Visit of African tuber crop scientists to CTCRI
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23. Visit of African tuber crop scientists, CTCRI Director, CTCRI scientists to Chenkal,

Thiruvananthapuram
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24. Waxed cassava (technology developed by CTCRI) ready to cross the sea

Mathrbhumi, 14.04.2024
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25. CTCRI releases drought —tolerant tapioca variety

3

'CTCRIreleases

“drought-tolerant
tapioca variety

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ICAR-Central Tuber
Crops Research Institute
(CTCRI) has released a new
drought-tolerant  tapioca
(cassava) variety which
promises high yield.

The variety is the result
of a research carried out by
the CTCRI considering the
growing concern over the
impacts of mid-season
drought on crops. Chris-
tened Sree Kaveri, the new
variety was recently re-
leased by the Central Sub-
committee on Crop Stan-
dards, Notification and
Release of Varieties for
Horticultural Crops, the in-
stitute said on Monday.
Drought-tolerance apart,
Sree Kaveri is character-
ised by a yield of 51 tonnes
per hectare and 28%
starch, said M.N. Sheela,
principal scientist and lead
developer of the variety.
The CTCRI had launched
drought-tolerance studies
by evaluating 30 different
cassava clones, including

South America. Field eval-
uation of these clones re-
sulted in the identification
of promising mid-season
drought-tolerant  clones
such as 85501 (Sree Kave-
ri), 98127, and CR43-7 with
stable higher tuber yield
and starch content,” the in-
stitute said.

Higher growth rate |
Sree Kaveri promises high- |
er growth rate, a capacity |
to develop more number
of leaves, greater leaf chlo-
rophyll content, early bulk-
ing of tubers, a significant
proportion of storage
roots, and accumulation of
higher total biomass in the
first three months after
planting,

A. V. V. Koundinya,
scientist, CTCRI led the
drought-tolerance studies.
CTCRI director G. Byju said
an all-out effort has been
launched to popularise the
new variety among tapioca
farmers through large-
scale field demonstrations,
registration of decentral-
ised seed multipliers, and

indigenous collections, re-  establishment of seed vil-
leased varieties, and exotic  lages in major growing
clones obtained from  areas.

The Hindu, 07.05.2024
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26. Organic products

for sale
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27, 28. KSUM sets the stage to tap commercial potential of CTCRI
technologies

KSUM to tap commercial

K.,“'TUMSEE the [ (
stagetotap ¢

The Hindu,
10.05.2024

‘potential of food tech

To set stage for aspiring entrepreneurs with ‘Rink Demo Day' on Friday

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE aTPuam

CREATING opportunities for
aspiring entrepreneurs and set-
ting a unique model to start
their ventures in food technol-
ogy sector, Kerala Startup Mis-
sion (KSUM) will conduct a vir-
tual ‘Rink Demo Day' on Friday
The event will showcase nine
innovative food technologies
that are ready for
commercialisation,

Major designers had given
diligent branding identities to
these products in the ‘Branding
Challenge' held on the sidelines
of KSUM's "Huddle Global
2029". Prominent research and

In
development (R&D) institu-

tions from across the state will
display technologies at the
expo, being conducted as part
of National Technology Day,

New Indian Express, 10.05.2024

from 10.30am, Those who work
in the food processing industry
as well as aspiring entrepre-
neurs can attend the ‘Rink
Demo Day’. Participants of the
Demo Day will gain access to
cutting-edge food technologies
with commercialisation rights
and professionally-designed
brand identities for each
technology.

The technologies to be dis-
played in the online event in-
clude coconut honey and coco-

Technology access
Participants will get access to
cutting-edge food
technologies with

Identities for each technology

nut chips developed by ICAR
- CPCRI, Kasaragod; seaweed
pasta by KUFOS, Kochi; fla-
voured sugarcane wine by IC-
AR-Sugarcane Breeding Insti-
tute Research Centre, Kannur,
vacuum fried chips and sweet
potato nutribar by ICAR-CT-
CRI, Thiruvananthapuram;
ready-to-cook elephant foot
yam by CSIR-NIIST, Thiru-
vananthapuram; millet and
seaweed cookies and fish pro-
tein wafers by ICAR-CIFT.
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29.Cassava mosaic resistant new tapioca variety introduced in Kanyakumaridistrict

Daily Thanthi, 10.05.2024
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30. CTCRI to use genome editing to make industry-friendly tapioca

'CTCRI to use genome editing to
make industry-friendly tapioca

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ICAR-Central Tuber
Crops Research Institute
(CTCRI) in Thiruvanan-
thapuram has embarked
on a 4 crore research pro-
ject for developing tapioca
varieties with waxy or
high-amylose starches that
are useful in industry with
the help of CRISPR-Cas9
genome editing
technology.

In food products
Waxy starch has uses in
food products, adhesives,
textile and pharmaceuti-
cals, the CTCRI said.
Tapioca (cassava) varie-
ties available in [ndia have
limited scope in industry
owing to their starch com-
position, which, on an av-

erage, is 20% amylose and
80% amylopectin.

“If we can develop va-
rieties wherein the starch
composition is altered as 0-
10% amylose and 90-100%
amylopectin, it becomes
waxy starch. When the
starch composition is al-
tered as 70% amylose and
30% amylopectin, it be-
comes high amylose
starch. High amylose
starch has applications in
the functional food indus-
try, has low glycemic index
and also acts as a prebiotic,
improving colon health,”
the CTCRI said. It is also
used in low-calorie food
products  textiles and
paper.

This is where CRISPR-
Cas9 comes in.The tech-
nology hinges on the inhe-
rent ability of DNA to re-

The Hindu, 11.05.2024

pair  itself after a
double-stranded break in
it. The gene is altered dur-
ing the repair, with loss or

gain of function. CTCRI |

plans to release tapioca va-
rieties with waxy starch by

silencing  granule-bound |

starch  synthase gene
(GBSS) and high amylose
starch by silencing starch
branching enzyme (sbe) 1
and Ilb, according to Krish-
na Radhika N., senior
scientist.

The development of
waxy and resistant starch
tapioca vaneties will serve
to address the lack of in-
dustry-suited tapioca va
rieties in India, CTCRI di-
rector G. Byju said. This
shortage had resulted in a
need to import modified
tapioca starch into the
country.
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31.CTCRI gives minor tubers a big push to expand food basket, ensure food security

'CTCRI gives minor tubers
a big push to expand food
basket, ensure food security

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Minor tubers are receiving
a big push from the 1CAR-
Central Tuber Crops Re-
search Institute (CTCRI)
here as part of a bid to ex-
pand the Indian food bas-
ket and guarantee liveli-
hood security.

The CTCRI initiative 10
propagate the cultivation
of and research on minor
tubers such as Queensland
arrowroot and Mexican
turnip assumes  signifi-
cance given the growing
nutritional needs of far-
flung communities and
concerns over the likely
impact of climate change
on farming.

Largely neglected in the
‘mainstream’ food basket
in recent times, these
crops are in diffe-
rent parts of India, but de-
serve better attention in
the emerging scenario, ac-
cording to the CTCRL

Admuwledging the
guvung importance of the

Indian arrowroot
umzrama arundinacea),
research on an improved

11 variety by CTCRI scientists

Cultivation of and
research on crops
such as Queensland
arrowroot will be
promoted

is now in the final stages,
CTCRI director G. Byju told
The Hindu. West Indian ar-
rowroot is cultivated in
States including Kerala.

Tribes in Odisha
Another example is the
Queensland  arrowroot
(Canna edulis), grown as
an ornamental plant. For
tribal communities in Ko-
raput district of Odisha,
where about 200 acres is
under cultivation for its
starch, it is a source of live-
lihood security, Dr. Byju
said. Similar is the case of
the East Indian arrowroot
(Curcuma  angustifolia),
which is a livelihood
source for communities in
States such as Odisha,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh and Bihar.

The CTCRI list also con-
tains the Mexican turnip or

The Hindu, 12.05.2024

yam bean (Pachymzzus

erosus), a leguminous tub-
er crop rich in dietary fibre
(5-6%), vitamin-C, iron,
magnesium,  potassium
and ese. The
CTCRI, which has a centre
in Bhubaneswar, recently
introduced yam bean in
Gajapati district, Odisha.

Tech improves yield

The CTCRI currently has
outreach programmes de-
signed to help groups cul-
tivating minor tubers. “The
introduction of scientific
agro-techniques has im-
proved the yield of minor
tuber crops to the tune of
15-25%," M. Nedunchezhi-
yan, Principal Scientist in
charge of the tribal sub-
plan (TSP) of CTCRI, said in
a concept note on the
initiative.

CTCRI scientists had al-
so developed and commer-
cialised a starch extraction
machine for arrowrool
since post-harvest starch
extraction is a laboriow
and time-consuming pro
cess. In 2023, the institute
had trained more thar
3,000 farmers in subject
related to cultivation an
prow:.:.mg
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32,33. CTCRI to train Kudumbashreewomen with drones for agriculture
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34,35. CTCRI to train Kudumbashreewomen with drones for agriculture

Kudumbashree to
train women farmers
in use of drones

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kudumbashree = women
farmers are set to go smart
with 50 of them learning
how to use drones in their
fields. The Kudumbashree
Mission, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, and
the Central Tuber Crops
Research Institute (CTCRI)
will together organise the

four-day training in use of
drones in agriculture at the

CTCRI from Monday.

Field-level training

Thg initiative is aimed at
n-ami_ng thr.' Kudumbash-
ree joint liabilit

(JLG) farmers in lfsirig;otﬂg
latest  technology (o
gc}ueve good results and
improve their financia] jt.
uation. Women farmers
will be assisted to engage

in  smart agriculture
through field-level train-

The women have been
provided with drones. On
the first day, they will be fa-
miliarised with the agri-
drone hardware such as
high-resolution cameras
and sensors; GPS technolo-
gy; and maintenance and
servicing of drones.

The next day, hands-on
training using simulators
will be provided on the
drone controller set-up,
basic control, flight modes,
and with drone flying.

The third day will focus
on hands-on training with
agridrones, mapping and
spraying using drones,
landing, take off, and trou-
bleshooting. On the final
day, a question-answer ses-
sion will be followed by a

discussion.

The Hindu, 13.05.2024
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orgnninod jolntly by Kodum i

bashron and Indian Councll by
of Agriculturnl Mosenroh ol
and Contral Tubor Crope He e
soarch Instiiute (CARCT Tl

e
The programme, which — w
rultural o

progreas for women in the n

[Hifarm sector by ulilising now  H

technolopy, 1

Kudumbashiee executive o
director Bindu K 8 will inou
furate the programme, or |
panised al the aryam . 1
Contral Tuber Crops Re- |
search Institute.

Drones have already been
made available to all 50 par-
ticipants. The tirat day will

11 e utilised to provide them a
better understanding of the

drone's structure, technical

caspects and operational
! guldelines,

| This will be followed by
field-level tralning on smart

 farming, agri-drone hard-

ware, maintenance and serv-

I+ feing, drone simulator, trial
drone flying and hands-on
i-agr] drone flying by experts
Jof ICAR-CTCRI and FACT.
. sAwareness on personal safe-
11ty environmental considera-

tions, use of pesticides,

i smaintenance safety meas
. ures, etc, when using drones

will also be covered.

The New Indian Express, 13.05.2024
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36-38. CTCRI to train Kudumbashreewomen with drones for agriculture
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39. Bio pesticides for Sale
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40, 41. Seed village adoption programme by CTCRI
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42.Central tuber crops research institute with the objective of 'adoptedvillage and seed village
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43-45. Drone pilot training for Kudumbashreewomen at

MalayalaManorama, 16.05.2024 Deshabhimani, 17.05.2024

The New Indian Express, 16.05.2024
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ICAR-Central Tuber
Crops Research Institute
(ICAR-CTCRI) here is plan-
ning to expand to more
States a programme which
seeks to ensure the availa-
bility of good quality plant-
ing material of tropical tub-
€T CTOPS.

At present, the Decen-
| tralised Seed Multiplier
(DSM) programme is being
implemented in Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
and Odisha. In the coming
days, it will be extended to
more States where the
CTCRI has centres under
the All India Coordinated
Research Project on Tuber
Crops (AICRP TC).

In 18 States

“We have 21 centres in 18
States. Through them, we
are extending the DSM pro-
gramme to all the major
tuber crop-growing
States,” CTCRI director G.
Byju said. The DSM pro-

gramme was launched a
few years ago to address
the shortage of quality
planting material.
Farmers, farming
groups, cooperatives and
farmer producer organisa-
tions are the designated
Decentralised Seed Multi-
pliers for the multiplica-
tion of quality planting ma-
terial. The programme has
a provision to certify them
as suppliers of quality de-
clared planting material
(QDPM) to various stake-
holders. Over the years,
the CTCRI has developed
71improved tuber varieties
which include tapioca (cas-
sava), sweet potato, yams,
elephant foot yam, taro
and Chinese potato (Koor-
ka in Malayalam).
Characteristics such as
climate resilience and the
ability to grow in low fertil-
ity and marginal soils make
tubers important in the
context of food security
and climate change. An im-
portant food security crop,
tubers are rich in starch,

The Hindu, 20.05.2024

46.CTCRI's seed multiplier project to be extended to more States

CTCRI's seed multiplier project
to be extended to more States

antioxidants, and vita-
mins.

As tubers are propagat-

ed through vegetative
means (tuber, root, vine
and stem), area expansion
poses challenges com-
pared to crops like rice, K.
Sunil Kumar, Principal
Scientist, Division of Crop
Production, CTCRI, said.
Varieties produced
In 2023 alone, 1.39 lakh
cassava stems, 17.3 lakh
vine cuttings of sweet pota-
to, 150 kg of yam bean
seeds, 29 tonnes of ele-
phant foot yam seeds, and
29 tonnes of greater yam,
lesser yam and white yam
seeds and 2.5 tonnes of ta-
ro seeds were produced or
supplied under the CTCRI
programme. So far, 138
farmers from Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
and Odisha have registered
for quality planting mate-
rial production of tuber
crops covering an area of
above 200 acres, accord-
ing to the CTCRI.

(9
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47,48. CTCRI to host Shri. VisakhamThirunal endowment lecture

CTCRI to host
Visakham
Thirunal
lecture

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ICAR-Central Tuber
Crops Research Institute
(CTCRI) here will host the
Sri Visakham Thirunal En-
dowment Lecture on Mon-
day.

The event will be organ-
ised in collaboration with
the Indian Society for Root
Crops.

Shaji KV., Chairman,
NABARD, will deliver the
endowment lecture on the
topic 'Harnessing Digital
Technologies for Sustaina-
ble Agriculture and Rural
Development’,

Representative from the
ruling family of erstwhile
Travancore Aditya Varma
will participate as a special
invitee.

Velmurugan, Assistant

Director General, [CAR,
will be guest of honour for
the programme and G. By-
ju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI,
will deliver the presidential
address.

The Hindu, 02.06.2024
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49. Commercializing e-crop technology by CTCRI
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50. E-crop: An IoT device for smart farming from CTCRI

ICRS SECION

E-Crop - An loT Device for Smart Farming

B june ¥ 2024 K 1 mminoreso W Sman

Quick Share
cmE

07 June 2024, Thiruvananthapuram: ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute,
Thiruvananthapuram |aunched an |oT-based predision agriculture technology called ‘e-crop’ in
Thiruvananthapuram. The precisicn agriculture technology was transferred successfully by signing
the Technology Licensing agreement with M/s., Tech Visit [T Pvi Ltd, Mumbai which was facilitated
by Agrinnovate [ndia Limited, Mew Delhi. Dr. G, Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI, Thinmananthapuram,
exchanged the Technology License Agreement with officials 5hn. Bharat Patni; Director, M/s., Tech
Visit IT Py Ltd.

Krishakjagat, 07.06.2024
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51,52. Review meeting of IIFRS, Modipuramat CTCRI
Review meeting of IIFSR, Modipuram to be held at CTCRI on June 7-8

Posted On: 07 JUN 2024 2:36PM by PIB Thiruvananthpuram

Quinguennial review team meeting 10 review AICRP (all India Coordinated Research Project) on integrated farming system and All india Nemwork Project on Organic Farming of
ICAR-Indian insiitite of Farming System Research, Modipuram, UP for the period 2018- 2023 will b2 held during 7-8 June 2024 at ICAR- CTCRI, Sreekariyam,
Thiruvananthapuram. The meeting is organized jointly by ICAR-CTCRI and Kerala Agricultural University.

Researchers and scientists from the agriculturial universites of the states of Kerala and Gujarat and institutions under the Indian Council of Agricultural Resesaich will participate in
this program and present papers and evaluate their work over the past five years. The review meeting will outline fuiure programs to improve agriculiure sector in today's
challenging environment such as climate change, sustainable production, healthy and safe environment and soil and maximizing farmears' income. The commitiee members are
eight distinguished persons including the Vice Chancellors who have gained experience and expertise in the subject.
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Posted On: 08 JUN 2024 6:41PM by PIB Thiruvananthpuram
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53,54. Tuber crops seed village programme and distribution of inputs at Kalanjoor,
Pathanamthitta
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55. Foundation day celebration of ICAR-CTCRI

CAR- CTCRI celebrates foundation day

‘ The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

I Governor Arif Mohammad
Khan has lauded the
achievements of the ICAR-
Centre for Tuber Crops Re-
search Institute, describing
them as a silent revolution

|m the realm of food

security.
Addressing a function

| organised in connection

with the 6lst tion-
dayofﬂninsﬁhmhere on
Tuesday, he underscored
the evolution of tuber
crops from being per-
| ceived as ‘poor man’s
\ food’ to becoming integral

Govemor Arif Mohammed Khan presentmg awards at the

‘ﬁioqndaﬁnnday celebrations of the ICAR- CTCRI in
ﬂﬁnﬂananmapuzam on Tuesday SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

to Indian cuisine, even
finding a place on five-star
hotel menus.

Mr.Khan commended

CTCRI for its relentless ef-

forts in advancing tuber

crop research and empo-
wering farming communi-

ties across the country.

During the event, he
presented awards to the
best performing scientists,
staff, and research scho-
lars of ICAR-CTCRI.

Dr. G Byju, Director,
ICAR-CTCRI, and Prof.
Chandrabhas Narayana,
Director, Rajiv Gandhi
Centre for Biotechnology
were among those present
on the occasion.

The foundation day ce-

lebration of ICAR-CTCRI
highlighted ongoing ad-
vancements in tuber crop
research and reiterated the
institute’s commitment to
agricultural innovation.

The Hindu, 10.07.2024

®



QY

g
ICAR

56,57. Inauguration of CTCRI foundation day by Governor of Kerala
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58,59. CTCRI foundation day celebrations

Guv openél-'éTCRI’s
6lst foundation day

forts in advancing tuber crop
research and empowering
communities across
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60. Governor's appreciation for CMD resistant cassava variety 'Sree Sakthi' developed by
ICAR-CTCRI
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61,62. Awareness class under CTCRI-SCSP programme at Thrissur
T L ST M R R

Kerala Kaumudi, 27.07.2024
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63. CTCRI to organise workshop on wild tubers

Kerala Kaumudi, 27.07.2024
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64. CTCRI technologies displayed in KSUM, Thiruvananthapuram

KSUM to tap commercial
potential of food tech

To set stage for aspiring entrepreneurs with ‘Rink Demo Day’ on Friday

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @TPuram

CREATING opportunities for
aspiring entrepreneurs and set-
ting a unique model to start
their ventures in food technol-
ogy sector, Kerala Startup Mis-
sion (KSUM) will conduct a vir-
tual ‘Rink Demo Day’ on Friday.
The event will showcase nine
innovative food technologies
that are ready for
commercialisation,

Major designers had given
diligent branding identities to
these products in the ‘Branding
Challenge’ held on the sidelines
of KSUM's ‘Huddle Global
2023'. Prominent research and
development (R&D) institu-
tions from across the state will
display technologies at the
expo, being conducted as part
of National Technology Day,

-

from 10.30am. Those who work
in the food processing industry
as well as aspiring entrepre-
neurs can attend the ‘Rink
Demo Day’. Participants of the
Demo Day will gain access to
cutting-edge food technologies
with commercialisation rights
and professionally-designed
brand identities for each
technology.

The technologies to be dis-
played in the online event in-
clude coconut honey and coco-

Indian Express, 27.07.2024

(47)

Technology access

Participants will get access to
cutting-edge food
technologies with

commercialisation rights and

professionally-designed brand
identities for each technology

nut chips developed by ICAR
- CPCRI, Kasaragod; seaweed
pasta by KUFOS, Kochi; fla-
voured sugarcane wine by IC-
AR-Sugarcane Breeding Insti-
tute Research Centre, Kannur,
vacuum fried chips and sweet
potato nutribar by ICAR-CT-
CRI, Thiruvananthapuram;
ready-to-cook elephant foot
yam by CSIR-NIIST, Thiru-
vananthapuram; millet and
seaweed cookies and fish pro-
tein wafers by ICAR-CIFT.
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65. CTCRI director inaugurated extension officers, farmers meeting at Tirunelveli, TN on

improved sustainable technologies in tuber crops
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66. Seminar on new varieties of tubers at Ambai, Tamil Nadu
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67. Stakeholders interface at CTCRI

The Hindu, 30.07.2024
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68. PPVFRA chairman inaugurated workshop at CTCRI
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69,70. Inauguration of block level meeting of arrowroot farmers by minister P. Rajeev
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71. India's food productionenhanced 6 times: Dr. G. Byju

KalaiKathir, 07.08.2024

©



Y

w%aﬁw
ICAR

72. Director, CTCRI at the training held at Gobi Agricultural Science Institute
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KalaiKathir, 07.08.2024
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73. New cassava variety introduced to Tirupur, TN by CTCRI director
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74,75. Discussion by CTCRI director with cassava farmers at Namakrippet, Tamil Nadu
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76,77. Punarjeevanamlivelihood revival scheme in agrisector by Kudumbashreewith CTCRI
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78,79. Punarjeevanamlivelihood revival scheme in agrisector by Kudumbashreewith CTCRI
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80,81. Punarjeevanamlivelihood revival scheme in agrisector by Kudumbashreewith CTCRI
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82,83. Punarjeevanamlivelihood revival scheme in agrisector by Kudumbashreewith CTCRI
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84. Climate change is a challenge for farmers: Dr. G. Byju
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85. Seminar on income generation in coconut and yams at Tirupur,TNinaugurated by

CTCRI director
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86. Farmer-Scientist interface at Gobi, Erode, Tamil Nadu
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87. CTCRI participated in farmers' awareness programme at Tirupur, Tamil Nadu
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88. Fungal disease-CTCRI scientists visited Palakuzhi, Kottayam
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89. CTCRI conducted awareness seminar at Adimali, Idukki
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90. Farmers training programme as part of CTCRI-SCSP programme at Karimannur, Idukki
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91. Agricultural training and inauguration of CTCRI-scheduled castes sub-plan
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92. Minister P. Prasad inaugurated CTCRI's research programme on tuber crops at

Cherthala, Alappuzha
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93. Tribute to former CTCRI Scientist Dr. C.A. Jayaprakas
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94. CTCRI scientists participated in the announcement of food festival in Namagiri, TN
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96,97. Foundation stone laying ceremony of bioagents mass production unit under RKVY at
ICAR-CTCRI, Bhubaneswar

Bio-agents production unit to come upin City [ Smineemmaizteme |
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98,99. Inauguration of Tuber crops development programme at Thrissur
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101. Tuber crops development programme at Thrissur
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102. Training Programme for Kani tribes under CTCRI-TSP at Mundanthurai, Tirunelveli
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103-105.National award for CTCRI scientist Dr. K. Susan John
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106. Introduction of new variety of Cassava to the TammamPatti farmers in SelamDistrict
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107. Vigilance director inaugurated the closing ceremony of vigilance awareness week at
ICAR-CTCRI
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108. Three improved varieties of arrowroot released from CTCRI

3 improved varieties
of arrowroot released

The Hin ureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ICAR-Central Tuber
Crops Research Institute
(CTCRI) here has released
three improved arrowroot
varieties for cultivation in
five States including
Kerala. .

This is the first time that
improved arrowroot (Ma-
ranta arundinacea) varie-
ties are being released in
the country, CTCRI offh-
cials said. The varieties re-
commended for release
are Sree Aadya, Sree
Nakshathra, and Sree Kar-
ti.

Sree Aadya was recom-
mended for cultivation in
Kerala by the 29th State
Seed Sub-Committee for
Varietal Release at a meet-
ing held on November 12.
This variety gives an aver-
age yield of 20.04 tonne
per hectare and starch
yield of 5.95 tonne per hec-
tare, said K.I. Asha, princi-

pal scientist and the main
developer of the three va-
rieties.

Sree Nakshathra

Sree Nakshathra has been
recommended for cultiva-
rion in Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand, two States
where arrowroot is a com-
mon source of livelihood
for the tribal population.
Its average yield is 32.25
tonne per hectare and
starch yield is 8.59 tonne
per hectare.

The third variety, Sree
Karthi, has been recom-
mended for cultivation in
Tamil Nadu, Manipur and
Kerala. Its average yield is
23.57 tonne per hectare
and starch yield is 5.07
tonne per hectare. These
two varieties were recom-
mended for release by the
Central Sub-committee on
Crop Standards, Notifica-
tion and Release of Varie-
ties of Horticultural Crops
at a recent meeting.

The Hindu, 22.11.2024
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109. Farmers take up cultivation of Sree Pavithra tapioca variety in Idukki

More farmers take up cultivation
‘of hybrid tapioca variety in Idukki

| Sandeep Vellaram

IDUKKI

With rise in yield and bet-
ter returns, more farmers
are taking up cultivation of
Sree Pavitra tapioca varie-
ty in Idukki.

The hybrid tapioca va-
riety was developed a few
years back by the ICAR-
Central Tuber Crops Re-
search Institute (CTCRI)
and promoted by the
Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(KVK), Idukki.

“Initially, 1 cultivated
Sree Pavitra variety on a
one-acre plot. The advan-
tage of this variety is its
high yield. I harvested a
single tuber weighing 8 kg
from my plantation. Now, I

have expanded the cultiva- -

tion to six acres,” says Tho-
mas KV, a farmer in
Adimaly.

“KVK officials have also
provided other varieties of
tapioca sticks (planting ma-
terial) and farmers have
started trial farming.

| Though they are expecting
|

In demand: Sree Pavitra tapioca cu

|dulkki, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

good vield, wild animal at-
tacks are a major hurdle,”
he says.

Sustainable choice

“The Sree Pavitra tapioca
variety is potassium-effi-
cient making it a sustaina-
ble choice for regions with
nutrient-deficient  soils.
Farmers normally cultivate
local varieties such as ‘Ra-
mar’ and ‘Ettukku Pathu’.

Itivated in a farm at Adi

4 L. [1 Pe i
maly in

Compared to these varie-
ties, Sree Pavithra provides
high yield and is more tas-
ty. It is also climate-resis-
tant and favourable to the
climate in Idukki,” KVK of-
ficial Manju Jincy Vargh-
ese, who initiated the cul-
tivation of the tapioca
variety, says.

She is the Subject Matter
Specialist (Soil Science) at
the KVK.

The Hindu, 23.11.2024

According to officials,
farming of traditional ta-
pioca varieties is also en-
couraged in the district
with a view to conserving
the local varieties.

“The success of the Sree
Pavitra variety in Idukki is
a testament to the resi-
lience of farmers and the
effectiveness of farmer-
centric initiatives. This mo-
del can be replicated

tist and Head of ICAR-KVK,

“The success of the Sree
Pavitra variety has opened
new avenues for tapioca
farming, addressing chal-
lenges such as soil nutri-
tion management and mar-
ket demand,” he says.

Considering his innova-
tive farming practices and
outstanding outcomes, the
CTCRI selected Mr. Tho-
mas for the best innovative
farmer award in the State
in 2024.
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110. CTCRI to start tuber crop seed villages in Meghalaya

Better days ahead for Tuber farmers in Meghalaya

By Hub Network November2s, 2024 ™10 @ 1640

Shillong, Nov 25: Farmers cultivating tuber crops in Meghalaya have reason to be optimistic, as the ICAR-

Central Tuber Crops Research Institute (CTCRI) has rolled out ambitious plans to establish seed villages
for improved tuber crop varieties and organize future capacity-building programmes focused on value
addition.

During a one-day training programme held at Lower Damalgre village, South West Garo Hills, in
collaboration with the Incubation Centre, NEHU Tura Campus, the focus was on empowering tribal

farmers, especially women, through advanced farming techniques and entrepreneurial strategies.

Hub news ShillongEd., 25.11.2024
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111. Agricultural training programme at CTCRI
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112. Central Tuber Crops Research Institute releases two new tapioca varieties

Central Tuber Crops Research
Institute releases two new tapioca
varieties

Sree Annam and Sree Manna require lesser nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium input compared to other high-yield varieties

Published - November 28, 2024.10:59 pm IST - THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

THE HINDU BUREAU

The ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute (CTCRI) here has released two new
tapioca varieties or cultivation that require lesser nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium
(NPK) input compared to other high-yield varieties. The varieties, named Sree Annam and
Sree Manna, promise a high yield with low NPK needs, the CTCRI said.

“While 100:50:100 kg per hectare N, P205 and K20 are the standard NPK fertilizer
recommendations for other high yielding tapioca varieties, the new varieties require only
25% (25:12.5:25 kg per hectare N, P205 and K20) for getting similar vields of 30-40 tonnes
per hectare,” the CTCRI said.

‘Ideal for Kerala’

Sree Annam and Sree Manna have excellent cooking quality, a soft texture and low
cyanogenic glucoside content making them ideally suited for cultivation in Kerala, K
Susan John, principal scientist and lead developer of the varieties, said.

Sree Annam has a cream rind and dark yellow flesh due to beta-carotene content. This
tuber variety can be stored for a week after harvest without affecting post-harvest
physiological deterioration (PPD), giving it better market value, Sree Manna tuber has a

The Hindu (Online), 28.11.2024
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113. MoU between CTCRI and Kerala Agricultural University
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114. CTCRI released new cassava varieties
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115,116. CTCRI released new cassava varieties
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CTCRI researchers bring out
two new tapioca varieties

Sree A and Sree Manna require lesser

The Hinidu Bureay
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he  ICAR-Central
TTM Crops Re-
search  Institute
(CTCRI) here has released
1wo new tapiocs varleties

ar cultivation that require:

lesser nltrogen, phospho-
rus and potassium (NPE)
Imput compared 10 other
high-yéeld varieties.

The varieties, mamed
Sree Annam and Sree Min-
15, promise 3 high
with Jow KEK needs, the
CTCH! sabd.

nitrogen. phosphorus and potassium input compared
1o highyield varieties CTCRI director says it will raise farmens profi, reduce carbon footprint
ﬁuhﬂ?‘:mmw fion in Kerak, K. Susan  more Jeaf retention time
are the standard NPK. Joha, principal sclentist  are important attribetes of
fenilizer  recomunenda- — and lead developer of the  these varieties.
tions for other high yeld-  varieties, said,
ing tapioca varieties, the  Srec Anmam has a  Better profits
new variegies. only cream rind and dark yel-  *The CTCRI gives thrusst on
25 (52525 ky per hec-  low flesh dise to bera-caro- - developing  climate-resi-
tare N, P205 and K20) for  tene contenr, This tuber  llent  agriculture  (CRA)
erting similar yields of 30 variety can be stoned for 8 technalogies and the pop-
iumnee ‘hectare mwmm;; ularisation of these varie-
CTCRE affecting postharvess ties will substntially re-
‘deal for Kerala' (PPDY, giving ft better mar- without  compromising
ma have excellent cooking  er has a pink rind and wmm
pibbidrwer g siee ERESOW S e o '\'m. .
Tow A greater of cr !
content  making  them  dense and er white hﬁm:&uﬁ.&
ideally suited for cultiva-  toots, higher leafarea and — ju.

“While 10050100 kg

The Hindu, 02.12.2024
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117,118. CTCRI released new cassava varieties
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119. Farmers trained on tuber crop technologies and value addition in RiBhoi
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85 farmers trained on tuber crop technologies and value addition in Ri Bhoi

Syllad, 02.12.2024
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120. Arunachal Pradesh minister visited CTCRI

Wangsu visits [CAR-CTCRI in Thiruvananthapuram,
invites them for tuber crop development in State

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Dec 02: Gabriel D. Wangsu,
Minister for Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal Hus-
bandry & Veterinary, Fish-
eries, Legal Metrology &
Consumer Affairs, and
Food & Civil Supply, vis-
ited the ICAR-Central Tu-
ber Crops Research Insti-
tute  (ICAR-CTCRI),
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala to explore advanced
agricultural practices and
potential collaborations to
boost tuber crop produc-

tion in Arunachal Pradesh.

Addressing the
institute’s senior scientists
and officials, Wangsu high-
lighted the importance of
ICAR-CTCRI's expertise in

tuber erop research and its
relevance for Arunachal
Pradesh’s agriculture.

“It's an inspiring experi-
ence 1o witness the dedica-
tion and (Cont. 7)

Wangsu visits ICAR-CTCRI in...

innovations here. Ensuring that such advancements reach farmers across India,
especially in Arunachal Pradesh, is essential,” he said.
Highlighting similarities between Arunachal Pradesh and Kerala, both of which
heavily consume cassava, taro, tapioca and yams, Wangsu underscored the growing

challenges posed by climate change and global warming.

“Global warming is impacting our growth patterns and the future of food security is
at stake. Tuber crops could be a vital solution for our people in the long run,” Wangsu
added. The minister called for a structured and extensive partnership with 1ICAR-
CTCRI, suggesting collaboration with Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and a compre-
hensive roadmap for the future, “This visit must go beyond formality. It should lead to
actionable strategies that raise the business potential of tuber crops in Arunachal
Pradesh while ensuring food security for our people,”™ he asserted.

The programme, themed “Tuber Crops in Agri-Food Systems in Arunachal Pradesh®
featured presentations by the Principal and Senior Scientists, showcasing ICAR-
CTCRI's 62 years of achievements. The topics included improved tuber crop varieties,
biofortified sweet potatoes and yams, and technologies for value-added products like
chips and noodles, The discussions also touched on interventions in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Anjaw and Lohit districts, where the institute has conducted food festivals
and faced unique challenges. The delegation toured food processing units and
germplasm repositories, observing firsthand the technology and innovations that
have transformed tuber crops into commercially viable and sustainable food options.
Wangsu realfirmed his government’s commitment to tuber crop development. stating,
“The Arunachal Pradesh government is serious about leveraging tuber crops to en-
sure food security and boost market-driven agricultural activities. Collaboration with
ICAR-CTCRI will help us chart the right path for our farmers and our future.”

This visit forms part of Wangsu'’s broader initiative to study advanced agricultural
technologies across India, fostering innovation and collaboration to uplift Arunachal
Pradesh’s agricultural landscape.

Arunachal Post Daily, 02.12.2024
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121. Wangsuvisited CTCRI to explore collaboration to boost tuber crop production in

Arunachal Pradesh

Wangsu visits CTCRI to explore collaboratic
boost tuber crop production in Arunachal

Decomir 3. 3004

, 2 Dec: Ag Minister Gabried © Wangsy
wistted the Central Tuber Crops Research Instiute (CTCRI) here in Hersla
advanced agricultural practices and patential collabarations to baost tuber crop
In Arunachal Fradesn,

Adoressing the institute’s senior scentists and officiels, Wangsu highlighted the
of the CTCRI's wxpartiss in tubar crop research and its relevance for Arunachal’s |

"It an inspiring experisnce to witness the dedication and innovetions here, Er
such advencernents reach farmers across India, especially in Arunachal |
essontial” ha sald,

Wangsu underscared the growing chailenges posed by climate change and global

“Global warmeng |s impacting our grewth patterns and the future of food se
stake, Tuber crops could be a vitsl schution far cur pecple in the long run,” he sai

The minister called for a structured and extensive partnership with the CTCRI, suggesting
collaboration with Krishi Vigyan Kendras and a comprehensive roadmap for the future.

"This visit must go beyond formality. It should lead to actionable strategies that raise the
business potential of tuber crops in Arunachal Pradesh while ensuring food security for our
people,” he said.

The programme, themed ‘Tuber crops in agri-food systems in Arunachal Pradesh’, featured
presentations by the principal and senior scientists, showcasing the CTCRI's 62 years of
achievements.

Topics included improved tuber crop varieties, bio-fortified sweet potatoes and yams, and
technologies for value-added products like chips and noodles.

The minister reaffirmed his government’s commitment to tuber crop development, stating,
"The Arunachal Pradesh government is serious about leveraging tuber crops to ensure food
security and boost market-driven agricultural activities. Collaboration with the CTCRI will
help us chart the right path for our farmers and our future.”

The visit was part of Wangsu’s broader initiative to study advanced agricultural technologies
across India, fostering innovation and collaboration to uplift Arunachal’s agricultural

landscape.

The Arunachal Times, 03.12.2024
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122. CTCRI Scientists' interaction with elephant foot yam farmers' in Andhra Pradesh
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123. Improved cassava varieties introduced to Andhra Pradesh
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124. CTCRI scientists' visit to tuber crop fields, Andhra Pradesh
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125. CTCRI celebrated tuber crops day
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126. CTCRI's participation in agricultural fair at Cherthala
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S.No. Scientist/ Staff/Institute

1

ICAR-CTCRI

Dr.G.Suja

ICAR-CTCRI

ICAR-CTCRI

ICAR-CTCRI

ICAR-CTCRI

ICAR-CTCRI

ICAR-CTCRI

ICAR-CTCRI

TV PROGRAMME/ VIDEO

Programme

Coverage of NCTTC4STAR National

conference 'Karshika

pradarsanathinoru mathrika'

Talk on “Kizhanguvargga vilakalude
nadeelkalam™ in the program on

Krishidarshan

ICAR - CTCRI TANUVAS
satellite incubation centre at
KVK Kallakurichi

Drone training

‘Kappa krishiyil Thomasinu

aadharavu’

‘Kendhra Kizhnguvila gavesana
kendrathinte puraskaram’- Idukkiyile

Maracheeni Karshakan

‘Pavithra Kappa krishiyile mikavinu
dhesiya puraskaram Idukkikaranu’

Coverage of Stakeholders interface
presided by Director, ICAR-CTCRI at

Namagiripettai, Namakkal

Coverage of ‘Dr. C. A. Jayaprakashinte

ormakayi’ sradhanjali

Date

09 January 2024

11 April 2024

17 APRIL 2024

20 May 2024

11 July 2024

12 July 2024

22 July 2024

09 August 2024

25 October 2024

Channel

Doordarshan

Doordarshan

DD Tamil

ETV Bharat Kerala

Media net channel

Kerala DD News

Manorama News

DD News

Kerala DD News

)



S.No. Scientist/ Staff/Institute

1 | Dr. AN. Jyothi

2 | ICAR-CTCRI

3 | ICAR-CTCRI

4 | ICAR-CTCRI

RADIO PROGRAMME

Programme

Talk on ”Cassava as animal feed”

Vayalum veedum programme on
‘Farmers training conducted at CTCRI.

Nallavartha programme on “Chinese
potato grader”

Vayalum Veedum programme on ‘61"
foundation day celebration of ICAR-
CTCRI’

Date

09 February 2024

09 March 2024

06 April 2024

11 July 2024

Channel

All India Radio,
Thiruvananthapuram

All India Radio,
Thiruvananthapuram

Akashavani

All India Radio,
Thiruvananthapuram

O
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» ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute (@
Sreekariyam, Thiruvananthapuram 695 017, Kerala, India E\E;‘%ﬁ
P Phone: (91) (471) 2598551 to 2598554
lcar E-mail: director.ctcri@icar.gov.in
Website: https://www.ctcri.org
Social Media

€ Facebook ¥ Twitter Whatsapp (@) Instagram (3 You Tube



