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Tropical tuber crops are the third most important food crops after cereals and pulses 
and are either a staple or secondary staple for one in every five of the world 
population. Cassava and sweet potato rank among the top10 food crops produced in 
developing countries that contribute about 6% of the world's dietary calories, and 
are also important sources of animal feed and raw material for industrial products. 
Most of these crops are bestowed with resilience to climate change and have 
potential for better returns under adverse soil and weather conditions

ICAR-CTCRI has made significant contributions during the last six decades of 
service to the nation which led to the development of 77 improved varieties, crop 

production practices including organic farming and good agricultural practices, protocols for quality 
planting material production, pest and disease management packages, value added food and industrial 
products and ICT tools including crop growth models and decision support systems.

Considering the importance of the institute, media has given wide publicity for various programmes 
organized by the institute in the year 2024. This coffee table book covers glimpses of news media coverage 
in the year 2024.

Large scale demonstrations of newly released varieties, production technologies, SSNM, cropping system 
models, integrated  pest and disease management strategies, post-harvest processing and value addition 
were under taken across different states of India under the centrally sponsored and development schemes 
like NEH, TSP, RKVY and SCSP. The agribusiness incubator and techno-incubation centres at 
headquarters and regional station promote entrepreneurship among the stakeholders.  The All India 
Coordinated Research Project on Tuber Crops (AICRPTC) with 21 centres across18 states and one union 
territory cater to the needs of ecoregional testing of varieties and technologies.
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