








Research-Extension-Farmer linkage

Integrated farming systems involving tuber 
crops: On a community basis, tuber crop-based 
integrated farming system was demonstrated in 
farmers' fields at Harminder Bay, Little Andaman. 
Following the intervention, net income increased 
from ₹ 77,000 to ₹ 2,94,400 and the B:C ratio 
improved from 1.26 to 2.40. In tuber crop-based 
integrated farming system studies conducted at 
Ranchi, farm net income increased from ₹ 10,420 to 
₹ 2,72,179 ha-1, with the B:C ratio improving from 
1.36 to 2.57. Diversification of crops and inclusion 
of animal components helped enhance employment 
opportunities from 148 to 290 man-days per ha.

Tuber crop-based farming system studies were 
initiated at Lumdiengngan village, Barapani. Prior 
to the farming system intervention, a total area of 
0.50 ha was used for farming by Banlumlang V.O., 
Lumdiengngan, with a net income of ₹ 82,078. After 
the intervention, total net income increased to ₹ 
8,83,232, with a B:C ratio of 2.49, covering an area 
of 2.30 ha. An IFS model comprising horticulture 
with tuber crops, piggery, poultry, fishery, cattle and 
beehives was introduced in West Tripura over an 
area of 0.53 ha. After the intervention, net income 
increased to ₹ 20,106.25, with a B:C ratio of 3.32, 
covering an area of 0.60 ha. Man-days increased 
from 65 to 135. Under Research-Extension-Farmer 
Linkage, seven different programmes were carried 
out by different centres. Training programmes, 
demonstrations, webinars, Kisan melas, mass media 
programmes, scientist-farmer interfaces, farm 
advisory visits and distribution of farm inputs and 
implements were taken up regularly by all the 21 
centres. All centres also undertook special schemes 
such as TSP, SCSP and NEH for improving the food, 
nutritional and livelihood security of these special 
segments of society.

Planting material production

Planting materials of improved varieties of tuber 
crops were multiplied and distributed to farmers 
by all the centres. As part of the planting material 
production programme, the centres produced a total 
of 2,56,715 cassava stems; 15,86,150 sweet potato 
vine cuttings; 15.70 tonnes of elephant foot yam; 7.07 
tonnes of taro; 10.19 tonnes of dasheen taro; 2.93 
tonnes of greater yam; 0.34 tonnes of lesser yam; 120 
kg of aerial yam; 29 kg of tannia; 110 kg of yam bean; 

and 6,500 seedlings of swamp taro. The programme 
covered an area of 171.75 ha and generated a revenue 
of ₹11,56,794.

25th Annual Group Meeting of AICRP on Tuber 
Crops

The 25th Annual Group Meeting (AGM) of AICRP on 
Tuber Crops was held at the College of Horticulture, 
SKLTGHU, Rajendranagar, from 19 to 20 May 2025 
(Fig. 102). Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Dr. Danda 
Raji Reddy inaugurated the meeting in the gracious 
presence of Dr. Sudhakar Pandey, ADG, FVS & 
MP, Horticulture, ICAR; Dr. G. Byju, Director 
and Project Coordinator, ICAR-CTCRI; Dr. Shaik 
N. Meera, Director, ICAR-ATARI, Hyderabad; 
Dr. Krishna Prasad, Former Principal Scientist 
(Hort.), IIHR and DOGR; Dr. Vikramaditya Pandey, 
Principal Scientist, Horticultural Science, ICAR; Dr. 
S. Sriram, Principal Scientist and Head, Division of 
Crop Protection, IIHR, Bengaluru and Dr. Uma Devi, 
Retired Professor, SKLTGHU, Hyderabad. Dr. Sanjay 
Kumar Singh, DDG, ICAR, the Chief Guest of the 
function, addressed the gathering online and stated 

Fig. 102. The 25th AGM of AICRP on Tuber Crops 
held at the College of Horticulture, SKLTGHU, 

Rajendranagar

that tuber crops are an important group of climate-
resilient livelihood crops with significant relevance 
in food and processing sectors. He urged scientists 
to develop and provide bio-fortified, nutrient-rich 
varieties to farmers. Dr. Sudhakar Pandey, ADG, FVS 
& MP, Horticulture, ICAR, New Delhi, stated that 
an action plan needs to be prepared to significantly 
increase tuber crop cultivation in the country 
and suggested that central and state governments 
should act to substantially increase the commercial 
cultivation of root crops in all major growing regions. 
He emphasized the importance of developing orange-
fleshed sweet potato with high β-carotene content, 
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as well as other varieties with high yield and starch 
content. Dr. Shaik N. Meera, Director, ICAR-ATARI, 
Hyderabad pointed out the need to develop smart 
clusters of tuber crop farmers involving KVKs. He 
also offered the support of KVKs for advanced on-
farm trials.

In his presidential address, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor 
of SKLTGHU, Dr. Danda Raji Reddy, highlighted 
the immense potential of tuber crops for Indian 
farmers and their role in the daily diet. A total of 13 
publications, including catalogues, booklets, technical 
bulletins and folders, were released. During the 
inaugural function, the Best Centre Award for 2024-
25 was conferred to Dr. BSKKV, Dapoli and three 
Best Revenue Generation Awards were distributed to 
UHS, Bagalkot, Karnataka (₹ 2,02,575); Dr. BSKKV, 
Dapoli, Maharashtra (₹ 1,56,670) and NAU, Navsari, 
Gujarat (₹ 1,46,025), for securing first, second and 
third positions, respectively. Scientists from all 
centres presented the salient achievements under 
28 different programmes undertaken during 2024-
25 and made concrete recommendations in seven 
technical sessions and plenary session. The plan of 
action for 2025-26 was also discussed and finalized. 
A stakeholder interface was organized as part of the 
three-day programme.

Salient Recommendations of the 25th AGM

•	 A five-year roadmap needs to be prepared for the 
collection of germplasm from unexplored areas, 
including crop, location and time of exploration.

•	 Crop-wise benchmarks for traits and guidelines 
for the identification of varieties need to be 
developed by formulating an expert committee 
approved by SMD.

•	 A brainstorming meeting on breeding and 
improvement of elephant foot yam may be 
conducted before August 2025.

•	 For calculating the cost of cultivation, a template 
with detailed guidelines will be prepared to 
ensure uniformity in data presentation by all 
centres.

•	 For concluding trials, pooled analysis results for 
each parameter across all centres will have to be 
presented for better understanding.

•	 Publications on the impact and achievements of 
TSP, SCSP and NEH during the past five years 
may be brought out.

•	 Selected entrepreneurs or SHGs need to be 
trained in tuber crop value addition at ICAR-
CTCRI, Regional Station, Bhubaneswar.
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TECHNOLOGIES ASSESSED, TRANSFERRED, CONSULTANCY 
AND PATENT SERVICES
Consultancy and Patent Services
Technologies transferred 
The Intellectual Property and Technology Management Unit and Professional Service Cell (IPTMU & PSC) 
under the guidance of the Intellectual Property and Technology Management Committee (IPTMC) has carried 
out the following technology transfer and contract activities.

Technology commercialisation
Technology licensed

Sl. No. Technology / Know-How Name of contracting party Revenue (₹)

1. Portable cassava settcutter M/s Cliff Innovations, Coimbatore - 641 041, Tamil 
Nadu 59000

2.
Electronic crop- An IoT 
device for smart farming (in 
India)

M/s Agripilot Tech Pvt. Ltd., Plot No. 33,  Borkute 
Layout, Behind BSNL Tower, Narendra Layout, 
Nagpur, Maharashtra -440015

708000

3. Foliar micronutrient 
formulations

M/s Linga Chemicals, at 3, B1 Police Station Lane, 
East Masi Street, Madurai - 625001, Tamil Nadu, 
India

590000

4. Fried snack foods and fried 
chips from cassava

M/s State Kudumbashree Mission, 2nd Floor, 
TRIDA Building, Chalakkuzhy Road, Medical 
College P.O, Trivandrum - 695011

29500

5. Functional pasta from 
cassava/sweet potato 59000

6. Functional noodles from 
sweet potato / cassava 59000

7. Ready-to-cook food products 
from sweet potato 29500

8. Fried snack foods from sweet 
potato 29500

9. Technology for sweet potato 
jelly 29500

10. Functional bakery products 
from sweet potato 88500

11. Quick cooking dehydrated 
tubers of tuber crops 29500

12.
Anthocyanin and beta-
carotene rich sweet potato 
kulfi

59000

13.
Anthocyanin and beta 
carotene rich sweet potato low 
calorie gummies

59000

14. Sweet potato-millet choco 
filled cookies 29500

15. Beta carotene containing 
sweet potato muffins 29500

16.
Technology on fried snack 
foods and fried chips from 
Ttapioca

M/s Muruka Food Products, Thrikodithanam P.O., 
Changanassery, Kottayam - 686 105 with Ms. Vrinda 
S. Viswanathan

29500

17.
Technology on fried snack 
foods and fried chips from 
tapioca

M/s Banaza Enterprises, Kottupadam, Vazhayoor 
P.O., Ramanattukara, Malappuram (Dist.) - 676533 
with Mr. Abdunnazir, M.C.

29500

18.
Electronic crop- An IoT 
device for smart farming 
(Renewal)

M/s Semilon Technologies Private Limited, 
Trivandrum - 695 004, Kerala 11800
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Technologies/varieties developed
MoU (Memorandum of Understanding)

Sl. No. MoU signed with Date of signing Purpose

1.
Centre for Innovation 
in Science and Social 
Action

15.05.2025 To strengthen 36 Farmer Producer Companies (FPCs) 
associated with CISSA

2. M/S. Vedanta 
Limited

11.07.2025 Use of red mud for soil amelioration and development of 
red mud area for cultivation at Vedanta Ltd

3. SOVA Foundation 
Trust 01.09.2025

To strengthen farmers’ capacity for participatory 
biotechnology interventions aimed at improving 
livelihoods

4. Nedumangad Block 
Panchayath 04.11.2025

To address low agricultural productivity and unsustainable 
farming practices in Nedumangad block through the 
implementation of ICAR-CTCRI’s e-Crop based smart 
farming technology.

5. M/S. Orabio Organic 
LLP 11.11.2025

Development of simulation model for ginger yield 
improvement and plant growth and its pests and diseases 
outbreak alert through e-crop based smart farming 
(eCBSF)

Trademarks obtained / filed
Trademarks filed

Sl. No. Application / 
Registration No. Product/Author Date of filing / 

Registration

1.
7102696 (Class 35)

7102697 (Class 41)

ICAR-CTCRI ABI Logo (Class 35)

ICAR-CTCRI ABI Logo (Class 41)
07 July 2025

2.
7102698 (Class 35)

7102699 (Class 41)

Rainbow Diet Campaign Logo- Hindi (Class 35)

Rainbow Diet Campaign Logo- Hindi (Class 41)
07 July 2025

3.
7102700 (Class 35)

7102701 (Class 41)

Rainbow Diet Campaign Logo- Odia (Class 35)

Rainbow Diet Campaign Logo- Odia (Class 41)
07 July 2025

4.
7102702 (Class 41)

7102703 (Class 42)

ICAR-CTCRI Logo (Class 41)

ICAR-CTCRI Logo (Class 42)
07 July 2025

Technologies Assessed, Transferred, Consultancy and Patent Services

Contract research

Sl. No. Contract Research Name of the party Revenue (₹)
1. Collaborative research on "Use 

of redmud for soil amelioration 
and development of redmud area 
for cultivation at Vedanta Ltd.”

M/s Vedanta Limited, 1st floor, C wing, 
Unit 103, Corporate Avenue,  Atul Projects, 
Chakala, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 
400093, Maharashtra

3029674

2. Development of simulation 
model for ginger yield 
improvement and plant growth 
and its pests and diseases 
outbreak alert through e-crop 
based smart farming (eCBSF)

M/s Orabio Organic LLP, 3rd Floor, No. 7, 
Wilson Garden House Building, J.P. Nagar, 
7th Phase, Bengaluru - 560078, Karnataka

242225

Varieties released/submitted for release
Released by State
l	 Bhu Arunima: Anthocyanin rich purple 

flesh sweet potato variety with anthocyanin 
content ranging from 133-157 mg 100 g-1 
fresh weight for the state of Odisha. 

l	 Bhu Shakarkanda-1: First high yielding yam 

bean variety, rich in Vitamin C and yield 
approximately 33 t ha-1 for the state of Odisha.

Technologies certified by the ICAR
l	 Package of practices for organic production 

of arrowroot (Lead Developer: Dr. G. Suja; 
Associate Developers: Dr. S. Sunitha and Dr. 
V. Ramesh).
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l	 Package of practices for organic production of 
taro (Lead Developer: Dr. G. Suja Associate 
Developers: Dr. G. Byju, Dr. A.N. Jyothi, Dr. 
S.S. Veena and Dr. J. Sreekumar).

Revenue generated through technology commercialization and other professional services

Sl. No. Activity
Revenue

generated (₹)
1 Technology licensing 19,58,800
2 Sale of technological products, machineries and value added products 47,85,792
3 Training/exposure visit programme 6,30,853
4 Students fees 8,98,795
5 ABI incubatee enrolment fees 17,700

Total 82,91,940

Technologies Assessed, Transferred, Consultancy and Patent Services

l	 Portable cassava sett cutter (Lead Developer: 
Dr. T. Krishnakumar; Associate Developers: 
Dr. M.S. Sajeev and Dr. C. Pradeepika).
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Education
ICAR-CTCRI has been recognized as an approved 
research centre by ICAR-IARI, New Delhi, University 
of Keraka and Kannur University in Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu Agricultural University and Manonmaniam 
Sundaranar University in Tamil Nadu, Utkal 
University and Odisha Univerity of Agriculture and 

Technology in Odisha, as well as Jawaharlal Nehru 
Krishi Vishwavidyalaya in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh 
for conducting PG and Ph.D. research work in tuber 
crops. The institute has provided hands-on training 
to students and offered technical support for Ph.D. 
research and M.Sc. project work. Staff including 
scientists were trained in various personality and 
technical skills. Numerous on campus and off campus 
trainings have been imparted by the HQ, RS and TIC. 

Sl. No. Particulars of the programme Number of students/scholars

1. B.Sc./B. Tech project 25

2. M.Sc. project 45

3. Ph.D 34 (1 awarded, 5 joined, 28 ongoing)

M.Sc. projects

Sl. No. Student name Subject College 
University

Thesis title Name of the guide

1 Ms. S.S. 
Aryalekshmi 

M.Sc. (Genetics and Plant 
Breeding), Department 
of Botany, UoK, 
Thiruvananthapuram

PGR management, breeding 
and tissue culture studies in 
elephant foot yam

Dr. A. Asha Devi 

2 Ms. G.R. 
Meenakhi 

M.Sc. (Genetics and Plant 
Breeding), Department 
of Botany, UoK, 
Thiruvananthapuram

PGR management, breeding 
and tissue culture studies in 
elephant foot yam

Dr. A. Asha Devi 

3 Ms. Rishika 
Harimohan

BS-MS student, IISER, 
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh

Molecular characterization of 
cassava landraces using SSR 
markers

Dr. K.I. Asha 

4 Ms. Anjali B. 
Nair

M.Sc. (Genetics and Plant 
Breeding), Department 
of Botany, UoK, 
Thiruvananthapuram

Morphological 
characterization of cassava 
landraces using standard 
descriptors

Dr. K.I. Asha 

5 Ms. Minarva 
Majhi 

M.Sc. Ag. (Vegetable 
Science), College of 
Agriculture, OUAT, 
Bhubaneswar

Efficacy of endophytes and 
their bioactive compounds 
under NaCl mediated 
salinity stress in sweet potato 
(Ipomoea batatas L. Lam).

Dr. K. Hanume Gowda

6 Mr. Sujeet Kumar M.Sc. Ag. (Vegetable 
Science) College of 
Agriculture, OUAT, 
Bhubaneswar

Evaluation and 
characterization of taro 
germplasm.

Dr. K. Hanume Gowda

7 Mr. Manjunath 
Halagi

M.Sc. (Entomology),
ICAR-IARI Hub,
IIHR, Bengaluru

Characterization of emerging 
pests of tropical tuber crops, 
survey of natural enemies and 
management of important 
pests ot tuber crops

Dr. E.R. Harish 

8 Ms. A.R. Adithya M.Sc. (Microbiology),
St. Marys College
for Women,
Thiruvalla,Pathanamthitta

Isolation and utilization of 
promising entomopathogenic 
fungi for sweet potato weevil 
management

Dr. E.R. Harish 

9 Ms. Megha 
Madhusudhanan

M.Sc. (Microbiology), 
St. Mary’s College, 
Thiruvalla, MG 
University, Kottayam 

Characterization of fungal 
pathogens causing Cassava 
Stem and Root Rot (CSRR)

Dr. M.L. Jeeva 
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Education and Training

10 Ms. S. Adithya M.Sc. (Food Technology 
and Quality Assurance) 
MACFAST, Thiruvalla 

Studies on the nutritional 
parameters and effect 
of cooking methods on 
phenolic content and in vitro 
digestibility of chinese potato 
(Plectranthus rotundifolius) 
tubers

Dr. Jyothi Sreekumar

11 Ms. J. Asheefa M.Sc. (Microbiology), 
PGM College of Arts 
and Science, Kangazha, 
Kottayam

Characterization 
of endosymbiontic 
bacteria associated with 
entomopathogenic nematode, 
Steinernema siamkayai 
(Rhabditida: Steinernematidae)

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar 

12 Ms. Renjana G. 
Nair

M.Sc. (Microbiology),  
St. Mary’s College for 
Women, Thiruvalla, MG 
University, Kottayam

Bioactivity of Xenorhabdus 
stockiae associated with 
Steinernema siamkayai 
against pest and pathogens of 
tuber crops

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar 

13 Ms. K. Adithya M.Sc. (Food Science and 
Technology), St. Aloysius 
College (Deemed to be 
University), Mangalore, 
Karnataka 

Comparative study 
on   physic-chemical and 
functional properties of starch 
from short and long duration 
cassava varieties

Dr.  T. Krishnakumar 

14 Ms. Bidya 
Bharati Das

M.Sc. (Biotechnology), 
Dept. of Biotechnology, 
Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan 
Deemed to be University, 
Bhubaneswar

Molecular characterization, 
soil enzyme activities and 
yield of greater yam as 
influenced by INM strategies 
in Alfisols

Dr. K. Laxminarayana 

15 Mr. Swaraj 
Swadhin Pradhan

M.Sc. Ag. (Soil Science 
and Agrl. Chemistry), 
College of Agriculture, 
OUAT, Bhubaneswar

Response of organic and 
inorganic sources of potassium 
on yield and quality of sweet 
potato in an Alfisol

Dr. K. Laxminarayana 

16 Mr. Karthik Patel M.Sc. (Plant Pathology), 
ICAR-IARI Hub, IIHR, 
Bengaluru

Assessment of virus diversity 
in sweet potato accession 
germplasm using molecular 
approaches

Dr. T. Makeshkumar 

17 Ms. S. Amritha M.Sc. (Integrated 
Biology), Mahatma 
Gandhi University, 
Kottayam

Genetic diversity analysis in 
indigenous, exotic and wild 
species of cassava using 
Simple Sequence Repeat 
(SSR) markers

Dr. C. Mohan 

18 Ms. Neethu Jose M.Tech. (Bioengineering),
National Institute of 
Technology, Calicut 

Genetic diversity study in 
Euphorbiaceae species 

Dr. C. Mohan 

19 Ms. Anupama 
Venugopal

M.Tech. (Bioengineering),
National Institute of 
Technology, Calicut

Genetic diversity study in 
Euphorbiaceae species 

Dr. C. Mohan 

20 Mr. Prakash Paul M.Tech. (Bioengineering),
National Institute of 
Technology, Calicut

Genetic diversity study in 
Euphorbiaceae species 

Dr. C. Mohan 

21 Ms. N.H. Haritha M.Sc. (Integrated 
Biology), University of 
Calicut, Calicut

Protein profiling for 
CMD resistant clones and 
standardization of RNA 
isolation in cassava

Dr. C. Mohan 

22 Ms. C.K. Jasbin M.Sc. (Integrated 
Biology), University of 
Calicut, Calicut 

Study on the physico-chemical 
properties and genetic diversity 
analysis in short and long 
duration cassava lines using 
Simple Sequence Repeat (SSR) 
markers

Dr. C. Mohan 
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23 Mr. K.G. 
Kirankant

M.Sc. (Biotechnology), 
CMS College 
(Autonomous),
Affiliated to MG 
University, Kottayam

Seedling morphology and 
molecular characterization of 
queensland arrowroot (Canna 
edulis) germplasm

Dr. P. Murugesan 

24 Ms. Parul 
Kashyap

M.Sc. (Vegetable 
Science), ICAR-IARI 
Mega University, (ICAR-
IIHR Hub)

Genetic diversity and marker 
trait association in Chinese 
potato land races and 
varieties.

Dr. P. Murugesan 

25 Ms. Gomathi S M.Sc. Ag. (Seed Science 
and Technology), TNAU, 
AC&RI, Madurai

Elucidating the effect of yam 
bean seed (Pacyrhizus erosus) 
extracts on selected other 
crop/ weed seed germination 
and bio pesticide properties

Dr. P. Murugesan 

26 Ms. Nasya 
Arputha Sahana

M.Sc. Ag. (Genetics and 
Plant Breeding), Karunya 
Institute of Technology 
and Sciences (Deemed 
University)

Induction of genetic 
variability for nutrients 
and desirable tuber traits in 
Chinese potato through in 
vitro gamma irradiation and 
chemical mutation treatments

Dr. P. Murugesan 

27 Mr. Joseph S. 
Shervin

M.Sc. Ag. (Genetics and 
Plant Breeding), Karunya 
Institute of Technology 
and Sciences (Deemed 
University)

Morphological and molecular 
studies in legume tubers: Yam 
bean and winged bean

Dr. P. Murugesan 

28 Mr. D.A. Bharath M.Sc. Ag. (Plant Breeding 
and Genetics), College 
of Agriculture, Kerala 
Agricultural University, 
Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala

Induction of genetic 
variability in yam bean 
(Pachyrhizus erosus L) for 
tuber and seed traits through 
gamma irradiation

Dr. P. Murugesan 

29 Mr. K. Nikhil M.Sc. (Vegetable 
Science), IIHR, 
Bangalore, Karnataka

Biological elicitors to enhance 
wound healing responses in cut 
sweet potato tubers

Dr. C. Pradeepika 

30 Ms. N.T. Adithya M.Sc. (Food Science 
and Technology), Kerala 
University of Fisheries 
and Ocean Studies 
(KUFOs), Kochi

Physicochemical and sensory 
characterization of vegan 
kulfi developed from orange 
sweet potatoes

Dr. C. Pradeepika 

31 Ms. Sreya A. 
Sasidharan

M.Sc. (Food Science 
and Technology), Kerala 
University of Fisheries 
and Ocean Studies 
(KUFOs), Kochi

Evaluation of 
physicochemical and sensory 
properties of 9 sweet potato-
enriched fruit punches

Dr. C. Pradeepika 

32 Ms. A.S. Sneha M.Sc. (Food Science and 
Technology), DGMMES 
Mampad College, 
Malappuarm

Characterization of purple 
sweet potato-based vegan 
kulfi: physicochemical and 
sensory attributes

Dr. C. Pradeepika 

33 Ms. P. Gopika M.Sc. (Food science and 
Technology), St. Joseph 
University, Bangalore, 
Karnataka

Development of nutribar from 
functional sweet potato flour 

Dr. C. Pradeepika 

34 Mr. S.J. Abin M.Sc. (Food Technology 
and Quality Assurance),

MACFAST, Thiruvalla

Development of french 
fries from sweet potato and 
elephant foot yam tubers

Dr. M.S. Sajeev 

35 Ms. Nitha M.Sc. (Food Technology 
and Quality Assurance),
MES College, 
Malappuarm

Development of air fired 
chips from Tannia

Dr. M.S. Sajeev 

Education and Training

123

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



36 Ms. L.R. Swathy M.Sc. (Climate 
Change and Disaster 
Management), University 
of Kerala

Climate change and disaster 
management

Dr. V.S. Santhosh 
Mithra 

37 Ms. Yata Manasa M.Sc. (Molecular Biology 
and Biotechnology), 
ICAR-IARI Mega 
University (ICAR-IIHR 
Hub)

Genome wide identification 
and expression analysis of 
HSP20 and HSP70 family 
genes in Sweet potato 
(Ipomoea batatas [L] Lam)

Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar 

38 Ms. R.A. Sneha M.Sc. (Genetics and Plant 
Breeding), Department 
of Botany, University of 
Kerala 

Morphological 
characterization, tissue 
culture and molecular biology 
techniques in tuber crops 

Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil

39 Ms. Muhsina 
Rafeeq, 

M.Sc. (Genetics and Plant 
Breeding), Department 
of Botany, University of 
Kerala 

Morphological 
characterization, tissue 
culture and molecular biology 
techniques in tuber crops 

Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil

40 Ms. Krishnendhu 
Ashok

M.Sc. (Computational 
Biology in Machine 
Learning), University of 
Kerala

Computer vision based 
classification of post harvest 
physiological deterioration in 
cassava using deep learning 
models

Dr. J. Sreekumar 

41 Ms. Pinkila 
Bhutia

M.Sc. (Vegetable 
Science),  ICAR-IIHR 
Bengaluru hub

Standardisation of soilless 
cultivation of bio fortified 
sweet potato (Ipomea batatas 
L. (Lam)

Dr. K. Sunilkumar 

42 Mr. K. Vinod 
Kumar

M.Sc. (Molecular Biology 
and Biotechnology), IARI  
(ICAR-IIHR Bengaluru 
hub)

Molecular characterization of 
beta-carotenoid metabolism 
in cassava genotypes with 
white and yellow tubers

Dr. T.P. Sujatha 

43 Ms. Shaik 
Munishad

M.Sc. (Biotechnology), 
Vikrama Simhapuri 
University

Analysis of expression of 
beta- carotenoid metabolism 
genes in cassava

Dr. T.P. Sujatha 

44 Ms. M.P. Adithya M.Sc. (Microbiology), 
St. Mary’s College for 
Women, Thiruvalla, MG 
University

Identification of multifaceted 
bacteria for pathogen 
suppression and growth 
promotion in tropical tuber 
crops.

Dr. S.S. Veena 

45 Ms. J. Ajolin 
Jemima 

M.Sc. (Genetics and 
Plant Breeding), Karunya 
Institute of Technology 
and Sciences, Coimbatore

Characterization of
sweet potato (Ipomoea
batatas (L.) Lam) using
morphological and
molecular approaches

Dr. C. Visalakshi 
Chandra 

Ph.D. awarded

Dr. P.R. Amrutha was awarded the Doctoral Degree in Biotechnology by the University of Kerala, 
Thiruvananthapuram, on 02 September 2025. Her thesis entitled, ‘Eco-friendly management of greater yam 
anthracnose employing endophytes’, was carried out at ICAR-CTCRI under the guidance of Dr. M.L. Jeeva.

Training programmes

The farmers, officials, and students from different parts of the country had undergone training at the Institute. 
Training was imparted on advanced tuber crops technologies including value addition to increase their income 
and livelihood.

Education and Training
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On campus training programmes

Sl. No. Particulars of training Date Details of participants
1 Training on improved technologies 

of tropical tuber crops 
14-18 January 2025 30 B.Sc. (Hons.) Agricultural students 

from College of Agriculture, KAU, 
Thiruvananthapuram 

2 Quality planting material production 
of biofortified sweet potato

5-6 February 2025 35 farmer beneficiaries of Nuagaon, 
Mukuna and Sandkep villages of Sadar 
block of Keonjhar district 

3 Landraces and varieties of tuber 
crops, their cultivation and value 
addition

12 February 2025 25 farmers

4 Production and value addition 
techniques in tuber crops

15-16 February 2025 20 Rainbow diet project beneficiaries 
from Keonjhar district of Odisha 

5 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops 

21-25 March 2025 18 B.Sc. (Hons.) Agricultural students 
from College of Agriculture, KAU, 
Vellanaikkara, Thrissur

6 Protected cultivation for clean seed 
production of tropical tuber crops 

21 March 2025 12 RAWE students from College of 
Agriculture, KAU, Thiruvananthapuram

7 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops 

28-30 April 2025 14 farmers from Tamil Nadu

8 Value addition and entrepreneurship 
development in tuber crops

01-30 June 2025 3rd year B. Tech. (Ag. Engg.) students 
from OUAT, Bhubaneshwar

9 Agro-techniques in tuber crops and 
value addition

20 June 2025 25 farmers along with Assistant Agril. 
Officers, Bhubaneshwar, Odisha

10 Agro-techniques in tuber crops and 
value addition

20 June 2025 28 farmers with Asst. Ag. Officer, 
Keonjhar district, Odisha

11 Soil, plant and water analysis for 
efficient nutrient management

23-27 June 2025 19 including Assistant Soil Chemists and 
Scientific Assistants of Dept. of  
Agricultural development and Farmers 
welfare 

12 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops  

24-26 June 2025 18 farmers from Tamil Nadu

13 Soil and nutrient management 
techniques in cassava-SCSP 
experience

25 June 2025 30 farmers from Mayiladuthurai and 
Nagapattinam districts

14 Soil physical properties: Texture, 
physical constants estimation for 
soil testing lab officials

25-26 June 2025 19 students under RAWE program

15 Kantasth 2.0 (Hindi) 30 June 2025 32 officials
16 Improved tuber crops technologies 30 June 2025 55 SCSP farmers from Karimannoor 

panchayat, Thodupuzha, Idukki
17 Understanding the POSH Act 2013: 

Prevention, prohibition & redressal 
of sexual harassment at workplace

14 July 2025 All staff CTCRI

18 Improved production and value 
addition technologies in tropical 
tuber crops 

17-18 July 2025 20 TSP farmers (Kani tribe) from 
Keelamylar, Tamil Nadu 

19 Prospects of arrow root cultivation 20 August 2025 15 farmers from Thavanoor FPO
20 Protected cultivation for clean seed 

production in tuber crops as part of 
training “Advances in integrated 
pest and disease management”.

21 August 2025 12 researchers and faculty  

Education and Training
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21 Improved production and value 
addition technologies in tropical 
tuber crops for 

25-27 August 2025 20 Nagaland farmers under TSP 

22 Bharat Darshan Programme by 
ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 
Kerala & IMG, Thiruvananthapuram

11 September 2025 15 Officers of Nagaland Civil Service (On 
probationary training)

23 Improved varieties and technologies 
of tuber crops 

15 September 2025 20 officials from SPAC, Erode, Tamil 
Nadu

24 Annual Program 2025-26 (Hindi) 16 September 2025  33 officials
25 Improved agro-techniques of 

tropical tuber crops  
03 October 2025 150 

26 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops

11 October 2025 260 farmers and other stakeholders

27 Indian Constitution (Hindi) 17 October 2025 31 officials
28 Resilient crop production practices 

in tropical tuber crops
 22 October to 26 
November 2025

6 B.Sc. (Hons.) Agricultural students 
from Guru Kashi University, Bathinda, 
Punjab

29 Tuber crops/cassava production 
aspects and cultivation scenario in 
Tamil Nadu

30 October 8 Officers of State Department of 
Agriculture, Pudukottai District, Tamil 
Nadu

30 Soil physical properties estimations 
and STFR facility

03-04 November 
2025

8 RAWE students of GKU, Punjab 

31 Weed management in tropical tuber 
crops

22 November 2025 6 Maharashtra farmers

32 Latest crop production technologies 
in tuber crops  

01 December 2025 30 farmers from Tenkasi District, Tamil 
Nadu

33 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops 

01 December 2025 25 farmers

34 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops 

01-02 December 
2025

20 farmers from Tamil Nadu

35 Improved production technologies 
on tuber crops 

02 December 2025 25 farmers

36 Quality planting material production 
in tropical tuber crops

04 December 2025 45 farmers

37 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops 

9-11 December 2025 32 officials from Odisha

38 Improved technologies of tropical 
tuber crops (in Hindi)

15-17 December 
2025

37 FPO representative farmers from 
Thane district, Maharashtra

39 Improved technologies of tuber 
crops 

23 December 2025 65 farmers and other stakeholders

Education and Training
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On-campus training programmes by Techno Incubation Centre

Sl. 
No.

Title of 
programme Date(s) Details of participants No. of beneficiaries

1.
Hands on training 
on value added 
products for 
entrepreneurship 
development 
in tuber crops 
at TIC, ICAR-
CTCRI

06 January 2025
Krishi Bhavan, Pallikathod, 
Kottayam 33 farmers (Male 10 & Female 23)

2.
13 January 2025

Krishi Bhavan, Upputhara, 
Idukki 43 farmers (Male 19 & Female 24)

3.
15 January 2025

Homebakers group, 
Trivandrum

19 Entrepreneurs (Male 3 & Female 
16)

4.
27 January 2025

Vellanad Farmers Producers 
Company, Trivandrum 28 farmers (Male 14 & Female 14)

5.
28 January 2025 ATMA Idukki 22 farmers (Male 17 & Female 5)

6.
19 February  2025

Kudumbasree District 
Mission, Kollam 31 farmers (Male 0 & Female 31)

7.
16 April  2025

We the leaders foundation, 
Namakkal 14 farmers (Male 11 & Female 3)

8.
22 April  2025 General training 13 farmers (Male 8 & Female 5)

9.
15 July 2025

ADA, Ettumanoor, 
Kottayam 43 farmers (Male 25 & Female 18)

10.
17 July  2025

Thirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, 
under TSP program 24 farmers (Male 10 & Female 14)

11.
18 July 2025

Thirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, 
under TSP program 24 farmers (Male 10 & Female 14)

12. 05 August 2025 General training 32 farmers (Male 14 & Female 18)
13.

07 August 2025
ATMA, Kazhakoottam, 
Thiruvananthapuram 32 farmers (Male 7 & Female 25)

14.
11-15 August 2025

B.Sc Ag. students, KAU 
Vellayani 26 Internship students

15.
19 August 2025

ATMA, Kadathurythy 
Block, Kottayam 26 farmers (Male 11 & Female 15)

16.
20 August 2025

ADA, Ponanai, 
Malappuram 12 farmers (Male 12)

17.
22 August 2025 ATMA, Sasthamkotta 37 farmers (Male 8 & Female 29)

18.

27 August 2025
TSP program training, 
SHGs  fromWokha, 
Nagaland

20 tribal farmers (Male 9 & Female 
11)

19.
19 September 2025 General training 31 farmers (Male 13 & Female 18)

20. 24-25 September 
2025

ATMA, Kannur 30 farmers (Male 16 & Female 14)

21.
30 September 2025 General training 37  farmers (Male 23 & Female 13)

22.
21 October 2025

Kudumbasree, 
Perumkadavila, 
Thiruvananthapuram

18 farmers (Male 2 & Female 16)

23.
27-28 October 2025 Kudumbashree, Kollam 14 farmers (Female 14)

24.
2 December 2025

Agricultural Department, 
Thenkasi, Tamil Nadu 17 farmers (Male 17)

25.
18 December 2025 KVK, Kanyakumari 12 farmers (Male 12)
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Off campus training programmes 

Sl. 
No. Title of the programme Date Place

No. of  
Benefi- 
ciaries

1 Tribal farmers meeting and field visit 
under the Tribal Sub Plan

30 January 2025 Marayoor forest region, Munnar, Idukki 
district, Kerala 50

2 Improved varieties and technologies 
of cassava for enhancing productivity 
and farm income 

03 February 
2025 

Pachamalai Hills, Tiruchirapalli, Tamil 
Nadu > 150

3 Soil problems, fertility management 
and field solutions at Pachamalai hills

03 February 
2025

Thonur, Pachamalai, Trichy District, 
Tamil Nadu 160

4 Clean seed production in  sweet 
potato and elephant foot yam

11 February 
2025

KILA, Ollukkara, Thrissur, Kerala 40

5 Soil, plant and water analysis for 
efficient nutrient management 

17-21 February 
2025

Assistant Soil Chemists and Scientific 
Assistants, Dept. of Agricultural 
Development and Farmers Welfare

20

6 Tuber crops for agrifood systems and 
sustainable income 

21 February 
2025 

Kanubari, Longding, Arunachal 
Pradesh. 380

7 Novel processing and value addition 
in tapioca & ‘Ethnic tuber crops 
festival’ 

24 February 
2025

Tiyi Hall, Wokha Town, Nagaland 
100

8 Fertilizer governance and drought 
management in cassava

28 February 
2025

Aanyampatti, Gangavalli Block, Salem 
District, Tamil Nadu 50

9 Improved tuber crops technologies in 
the SCSP programme

04 March 2026 Pothukudi, Paooakudi,
Ambasamudram,
Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu

102

10 Tuber crops farming for agrifood 
systems 

13 March 2025 Kammapatti, Kayathar Block, 
Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu

35

11 Improved varieties and technologies 
of tuber crops for enhancing farm 
income 

14 March 2025 Department of Forests, Mundanthurai, 
Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu 90

12 Farmers training on coconut based 
tuber crops farming system for 
higher income 

27 May 2025 Bichennala, Rangia, Kamrup, Assam
20 

13 Improved tuber crops technologies 30 June 2025 Karimannoor Panchayat, Thodupuzha, 
Idukki, Kerala 55

14 Improved production technologies 
on tuber crops 

20 June 2025 Kammapatti, Chettikuruchi village, 
Kayathar Taluk, Thoothukudi District, 
Tamil Nadu

40

15 Improved tuber crops  technologies 
cum sensitization meeting 

20 June 2025 Chenbagaramanputhoor, Thovalai 
Block, Kanya Kumari District, Tamil 
Nadu

55

16 Improved production technologies 
on tuber crops 

24 June 2025 Department of Agriculture, Kallakurichi 
District, Tamil Nadu 50

17 Improved production technologies 
on tuber crops 

25 June 2025 Nagapattinam District, Tamil Nadu 50

18 Training on quality planting material 
production of tropical tuber crops

04 July 2025 Parassala, Thiruvananthapuram District, 
Kerala 300
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19 Improved production technologies of 
tuber crops 

11 July 2025 Pramadom, Konni, Pathanamthitta 
District, Kerala 60

20 Exposure visit and Training on 
Improved production technologies in 
tuber crops 

11 July 2025 Peringamala Panchayat, 
Thiruvananthapuram under TSP 20

21 Drought management and mid season 
agro advisory in cassava

16 July 2025 Gangavalli, Salem, Tamil Nadu 34

22 Field diagnostic visits 18 July 2025 Aanayampatti, Gangavalli, Salem 
District, Tamil Nadu 08

23 Production and value addition in 
tuber crops 

28 July 2025 T. Dengasargi Village, Dumuriguda 
G.P., Kolnara Block, Rayagada District, 
Odisha

70 

24 Production and value addition in 
tuber crops 

29 July 2025 Karnagudavill, Chatikona G.P., 
Bissamcuttack Block, Rayagada 
District, Odisha

62 

25 Production and value addition in 
tuber crops 

04 August 2025 Dardaravill, Keutunmari Gram 
Panchayat, Kuliana Block, Mayurbhanj 
District, Odisha

65 

26 Production and value addition in 
tuber crops 

06 August 2025 Tangiabasa Village, Badagaon G.P., 
Bangriposi Block, Mayurbhanj District, 
Odisha

75 

27 Awareness programme about 
ICAR-CTCRI’s SCSP programme 
and importance of tuber crops in 
sustainable livelihood

25 August 2025 Konni, Pathanamthitta District, Kerala
40

28 Coconut and tuber crops based 
agrifood systems for resilience and 
sustainable income

22 August 2025 Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kamrup, Assam.
200 

29 Crop diversification with tuber crops 
under TSP 

22 August 2025 Rumunda Village, R. Udayagiri Block, 
Gajapati District, Odisha 50 

30 Crop diversification with tuber crops 
under TSP 

24 August 2025 Banpukhuria Village, Binpur-I Block, 
Jhargram District, West Bengal 50 

31 Recent production technologies and 
fertilizer governance in cassava

28 August 2025 Thovalai, Kanya Kumari, Tamil Nadu 46

32 Agro-techniques in tuber crops and 
value addition 

09 September 
2025

Kuchinda Block, Sambalpur, Odisha 31 

33 Monitoring and diagnostic visit  to 
fields of cassava and elephant foot 
yam (under SCSP demonstrations)

09 September 
2025  

Kalanjoor, Pathanamthitta District, 
Kerala 30

34 Improved production and value 
addition technologies in tropical 
tuber crops

11 September 
2025

Kanubari Block, Longding District, 
Arunachal Pradesh 105

35 Livelihood interventions through 
agriculture  in collaboration with 
KSCSTE, Govt. of Kerala

12 
September2025

Interaction meeting with tribal leaders 
of Aralam Farm, Kannur, Kerala 25

36 Improved production and value 
addition technologies in tropical 
tuber crops

15 September 
2025

Wokha District, Nagaland
110

37 Improved tuber crops technologies 15 September 
2025

Poonachi, Bhavani, Erode, Tamil Nadu. 25 
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38 Crop diversification with tuber crops 
under AICRPTC-SCSP” 

18 September 
2025.

Karanjia Village, Tangi Block, Cuttack 
District, Odisha 50 

39  Agro-techniques in bio-fortified tuber 
crops integrated cropping system 

18 September 
2025

Dhenkanal and Puri Districts, Odisha 30 

40 Agro-techniques and value addition 
in tuber crops 

19 
September2025

Vajrapukotturu, Kanchili Sompeta, 
Ichhapuram, Kaviti Revenue Mandals 
of Srikakulam District, Andhra Pradesh

42

41 Agro-techniques of sweet potato 26 September 
2025

Kollengode, Palakkad, Kerala 50

42 Biofortified sweet potato-mango-
poultry integrated farming system for 
livelihood and nutritional security 

10 October 2025 Jamundihi Village, Jorda Gram 
Panchayat, Kusumi Block, Mayurbhanj 
District, Odisha

72 

43 Biofortified sweet potato-mango-
poultry integrated farming system for 
livelihood and nutritional security 

11 October 2025 Gopalpur Village, Hatabadada G.P., 
Kusumi Block, Mayurbhanj, Odisha 68 

44 Improved agro-techniques of tropical 
tuber crops      

29 October 2025 Karunapuram Panchayath, Idukki, 
Kerala 60 

45 Value addition in tuber crops 15 December 
2025

T. Dengasargi Village, Dumuriguda 
G.P., Kolnara Block, Rayagada District, 
Odisha

60 

46 Value addition in tuber crops 16 December 
2025

Block Agricultural Office, 
Bissamcuttack Block, Rayagada 
District, Odisha

71 

47 Value addition in tuber crops 18 December 
2025

Saragchhida Village,  Kuliana Block, 
Mayurbhanj District, Odisha 73 

48 Value addition in tuber crops 19 December 
2025

Kanchinda village, Sorisapal G.P., 
Bangriposi Block, Mayurbhanj District, 
Odisha

66 

49 Establishment of seed villages and 
DSM in tuber crops 

19 December 
2025

ADA office, Parassala Block, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 50 

Exposure Visit

•	 One day exposure visit cum trainings on ‘Improved technologies of tuber crops’ was organized for the 
benefit of 696 farmers, 2568 students and 235 officials during this period at ICAR-CTCRI, Sreekariyam, 
Thiruvananthapuram.

Revenue generated 

•	 Generated an amount of Rs. 4,85,553/- as revenue for organizing the training and exposure visit 
programme among various stakeholders at ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram.

Trainings attended by ICAR-CTCRI scientific staff 

Sl. 
No.

Name Particulars of the training Period

1 Dr. T.P. Sujatha International virtual workshop on ‘Programming in R to analyze 
biological data’ organized by Quaxon Bio & IT Solutions, 
India	

26-30 January 2025
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2 Dr. K. Hanume 
Gowda

CAFT training programme on ‘Integration of traditional knowledge 
and metabolomics approaches in prospecting of wild edible plant 
genetic resources for food and health’ organized for 21 days at the 
College of Horticulture, UHS campus, Bengaluru.

25 February to 17 March 
2025

3 Dr. S.N. 
Rahana

Capacity building training programme on ‘Harnessing crop 
wild relatives for breeding future crops’ in collaboration with 
ICAR-NIPB, ICAR-NBPGR, Alliance Bioversity International 
and CIAT at ICAR-NIPB

03-08 March 2025

4 Dr. K.M. 
Senthilkumar

Three-month Short-Term Training on 'Cassava genome editing' 
under the mentorship of Dr. Leena Tripathi, Director, East 
African Hub, IITA. Sponsored under the ICAR-Genome Editing 
Project in Horticultural Crops, funded by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India.

20 March to 17 June 2025

5 Dr. T.P. Sujatha Short-term (three months) overseas training on plant genome 
editing on ‘Application of CRISPR-Cas9 and CRISPR-Cas12a 
in crop plants’ at CIMMYT, Mexico 

28 March to 25 June 2025

6 Dr. N. Krishna 
Radhika 

Three-month Short-Term Training on ‘Cassava genome editing’ 
as part of  Short Term Overseas training program, under the 
mentorship of  Dr. Leena Tripathi  at the International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Eastern Africa Hub, Nairobi, Kenya. 

20 May to 15 August 2025

7 Dr. K.M. 
Senthilkumar

GSG & IITA-PBI Management Program Training on Gene 
editing lab stewardship at IITA, Nairobi, Kenya

16 June 2025

8 Dr. S.S. Veena Generative AI tools for agriculture, ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad 26-28 November 2025

9 Dr. C. 
Pradeepika

Stress management provided by Indian Institute of Technology 
(Indian School of Mines) Dhanbad

10 December 2025

10 Dr. Manas 
Ranjan Sahoo 

Management Development Programme (MDP) on leadership 
development (a pre-RMP programme) at ICAR-NAARM, 
Hyderabad 

11-22 December 2025

11 Dr. D. 
Jaganathan

Training programme for development of Master trainers under 
Rashtriya Karmayogi jan seva programme phase II (Zone V) 
organized by   ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad, Telangana

15-17 December 2025

12 Dr. K.M. 
Senthilkumar

Training for the ASRB exam, Multidata, Thiruvananthapuram 11 November 2025

13 Dr. K.M. 
Senthilkumar

2nd International Workshop-cum-Webinar on CRISPR-Cas 
genome editing in plants, Glostem, Chandigarh

10-12 December 2025

14 All scientists IGOT Karmayogi courses 2025-2026

Education and Training

Resources persons in training programmes

The scientists handled over 250 classes, catering to 
farmers, officials, students and various stakeholders 
nationwide. These sessions covered a wide range 
of topics, including improved tuber crop varieties, 
agricultural techniques, nutrient management and 

quality planting material production, pest and disease 
control strategies, value addition, smart farming 
practices, drone applications, statistical rools and 
entrepreneurship. Both on campus and off campus 
classes were conducted to ensure broader outreach 
and effective knowledge dissemination.

131

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Awards

1.	 Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI was conferred 
with the Lifetime Achievement Award of the 
International Society for Tropical Root Crops 
(ISTRC) in the International Symposium on 
Tropical Root & Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-
food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship and 
Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES 2025), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

2.	 Dr. Jyothi Sreekumar was selected as the Fellow of 
Indian Society for Root Crops (ISRC) 2025.

3.	 Dr. K. Susan John received the Women Achiever 
Award of ICAR-CTCRI on International Women’s 
day 2025 on 7 March 2025.

4.	 Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan, Kalidas Pati, V.B.S. 
Chauhan, K.H. Gowda, R. Arutselvan, S.K. 
Jata and J. Dixit, Regional Station of ICAR-
CTCRI, Bhubaneswar, Odisha received the Dr. 
A. Abraham Award for best research paper titled, 
‘Spacio-temporal fertigation effect on yield, 
nutrient use efficiency and economics of greater 
yam+maize intercropping system’ published in 
the Journal of Root Crops, 2023, 49: 28-32 in 
the International Symposium on Tropical Root 
and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food system, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainaibility 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 Novemeber 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

5.	 Dr. M.R. Sahoo, Co-recipient of the Young Scientist 
Award (Runners up) for the paper ‘Molecular 
characterization of Xanthosoma species using 
ISSR markers and species identification using 
DNA barcoding’, in the International Symposium 
on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES 2025), 17-
21 November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
(Authors: Himani B. Patel, Suthar, K.P., Patel, V., 
Sahoo, M.R. and Rathod, H.R.).

6.	 Dr. P. Murugesan received the Best Poster Award 
for the research paper entitled ‘Evaluation of 
Chinese potato (Plectranthus rotundifolius (Poir) 
Spreng) genotypes for phenotypic growth, tuber 
yield and quality under matured coconut garden’ 
in the National Seminar on Harnessing Plantation 
Sector for Sustainable Development Goals 
jointly organised by ICAR-CPCRI and Indian 
Society for Plantation Crops during 3-5 2025 at 
Kasaragod, Kerala (Authors: Thangamuniyandi, 
M., Murugesan, P., Prabhu, T. and Rajangam, J.).

7.	 Dr. P. Murugesan, Co-recipient of Best Oral 
Presentation Award for the research paper entitled 
‘Bio-colours in Vegetable Crops’ in the International 
Conference on Advanced Innovations and 
Technological Frontiers in Agricultural Sciences, 
Agricultural Engineering, Sericulture, Food 
Technology, Biotechnology, Fisheries Science, 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences 2025, 09-10 January 
2025 at Department of Agricultural Engineering, RVS 
Technical Campus, Coimbatore, Anna University, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu (Authors: Thangamuniyandi, 
M., Rajangam, J. and Murugesan, P.).

8.	 Dr. P. Murugesan received Certificate of 
Appreciation for serving as Coordinator of the 
PPV&FRA-sponsored Awareness Workshop-cum-
Seed Exhibition on Traditional/Farmers’ Varieties 
held at the Agricultural College and Research 
Institute, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University 
(TNAU), Madurai, during 27–28 March 2025.

9.	 Dr. P. Murugesan received Certificate of 
Appreciation for serving as Chairman of the 
Technical Session on ‘Farmers’ Varieties of 
Horticultural Crops/Vegetables’ during the 
PPV&FRA-sponsored Awareness Workshop-cum-
Seed Exhibition on Traditional/Farmers’ Varieties 
held at the Agricultural College and Research 
Institute, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University 
(TNAU), Madurai, during 27–28 March 2025.

10.	 Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar bagged the ISRC Young 
Scientist Award 2025 (Runner-up) for the 
research paper titled 'Transcriptome sequencing 
and differential expression analysis of early 
bulking responsive genes in cassava' in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root and 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 
at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: 
Senthilkumar, K.M., Sheela, M.N., Raju, S., 
Sreekumar, J. and Makeshkumar, T.).

11.	 Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra bagged the Best 
Research Paper Award for the paper, 'Postharvest 
physiological deterioration in cassava: Varietal 
response, genetic variability, genetic parameters, 
trait associations and transcriptome profiling' in 
the International Symposium on Tropical Root 
and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Visalakshi 
Chandra, C., Senthilkumar, K.M., Jyothi, A.N., 
Amalnath, S., Shameer, P.S., Pooja Krishnan, Ambu 
Vijayan, Senthil alias Sankar and Sreekumar, J.).

132

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



Awards and Recognitions

12.	 Dr. K. Hanume Gowda received the Young 
Scientist Award for contribution in agricultural and 
allied sector from Society of Agricultural Research 
and Management (SARM) in the 27th International 
Conference on Agriculture for Food Security and 
Nutrition, 17-19 January 2025.

13.	 Dr. K. Hanume Gowda received the Best Research 
Paper for Scientist 2024 in recognition of research 
paper titled ‘Harnessing genotype x environment 
interaction and advanced selection indices for 
nutritional enhancement in taro (Colocasia 
esculenta (L.) Schott)’ published in Food 
Chemistry, 473:142938 on the occasion of ICAR-
CTCRI Foundation Day 2025. 

14.	 Dr. S.N. Rahana, received the Scientist Excellence 
Award 2025 in the International Conference - 
AGRIINNOVA 2025 held on 10 January 2025 
at Department of Agricultural Engineering, RVS 
Technical Campus, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.

15.	 Dr. Rahana S.N. bagged the Best Research Paper 
Award for the poster titled ‘Community led revival 
of native yams: Biodiversity conservation in the 
Western Ghats’ in the International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
(Authors: Rahana, S.N., Vinodkumar, M.G., 
Sreekumar, J., Jyothi, A.N. and Bhagya Prakash).

16.	 Dr. J. Suresh Kumar received the Best Oral 
Presentation Award (Runner Up) for the research 
tilted ‘Soilless sweet potatoes: Unlocking 
potential in controlled environments’ in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root and 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Suresh 
Kumar, J., Sunilkumar, K. and Pradeepika, C).

17.	 Dr. M.L. Jeeva bagged the Best Research Paper 
Award for the paper, ‘Cassava stem and root rot 
management: Bridging the gap between research and 
farmer adoption’  in the International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
(Authors: Jeeva, M.L., Veena, S.S., Susan John, 
K., Jeena Mathew, Makeshkumar, T., Arutselvan, 
R., Karthikeyan, S. and Divya, S.).

18.	 Dr. S.S. Veena bagged the Best Research Paper 

Award (Runner up) for the paper, ‘Prospective 
fungal and oomycete disease management 
strategies for ensuring aroid health and yield’ in 
the International Symposium on Tropical Root 
and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November, 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Veena, 
S.S., Jeeva, M.L., Arutselvan, R., Asha Devi, A., 
Santhosh Mithra, V.S., Sreekumar, J., Suja, G. and 
Karthikeyan, S.).

19.	 Dr. S.S. Veena bagged the Best Research Paper 
Award (Runner up) for the poster,  ‘Harnessing 
variability in Trichoderma isolates to enhance bio-
control efficacy against fungal pathogens in tropical 
tuber crops’ in the International Symposium on 
Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
(Authors: Veena, S.S., Linet K. Joseph, Chithra 
Vinod, Jeeva, M.L., Byju, G., Sreekumar, J. and 
Karthikeyan, S.).

20.	 Dr. Jyothi Sreekumar received the Best Research 
Paper Award for the poster, 'Design and evaluation 
of cassava starch-derived mucoadhesive films 
for intraoral drug delivery' in the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 
4 NARES 2025), 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Jyothi, 
A.N., Manoj Komath, Anju, V. and Sajeev, M.S.). 

21.	 Dr. T. Krishnakumar was awarded the Best Oral 
Presentation Award for the paper titled 'Development 
and performance evaluation of a tractor operated 
Chinese potato harvester' in the International 
Conference on Emerging Trends in Agricultural 
Sciences and Technologies-2.0 (ETAST 2.0) 
organized by the Department of Agriculture and 
Agriculture Engineering during 06-07 March 
2025, by Kalasalingam Academy of Research and 
Education, Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu.

22.	 Dr. T. Krishnakumar received the Best Oral Pre-
sentation Award for the research paper titled 
‘Development and performance evaluation of a 
portable self propelled cassava sett cutter’ in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root and 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Re-
silience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (IS-
TRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 at Thiru-
vananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Krishnakumar, 
T., Sajeev, M.S. and Pradeepika, C.).  
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Awards and Recognitions

23.	 Dr. C. Pradeepika received Young Scientist Award 
2025 for the research paper entitled ‘Nutritional 
synergy of sweet potato puree and vegan/non-
vegan milk in the development of functional kulfi’ 
in the International Symposium on Tropical Root 
and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

24.	 Dr. J. Sreekumar received the Best Research 
Paper Award (First Runner Up) for the poster 
entitled ‘Deep learning based computer vision 
approach for classification of post-harvest 
physiological deterioration in cassava in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root and 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Krishnendu 
Ashok, Visalakshi Chandra, C. and Sreekumar, J.).

25.	 Dr. J. Sreekumar was nominated as the member of 
Working Group on Coconut Productivity Survey, by 
Coconut Development Board, Government of India.

26.	 Dr. P. Sethuraman Sivakumar was awarded Best 
Scientist (Resource Mobilization) 2025 (for 
obtaining the external funded project sanctioned 
during July 2024 to June 2025 having a total budget 
of ≥ Rs.1 crore) at the ICAR-CTCRI Foundation 
Day.

27.	 Dr. P. Sethuraman Sivakumar bagged the Best Oral 
Presentation Award for the paper entitled ‘From farm 
to plate: Scaling up biofortified sweet potato in the 
NEH region through the Rainbow Diet Campaign 
Approach’ in the International Symposium on 
Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

28.	 Dr. D. Jaganathan bagged the Best Research Paper 
Award (Runner Up - Oral)  for the research paper 
entitled ‘Enhancing Chinese potato production 
through farmer participatory demonstrations: 
Technologies, prospects and way forward’ in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root and 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Jaganathan, 
D., Muthuraj, R., Sheela Immanuel, Prakash, P. 
and Byju, G).

29.	 Dr. P. Prakash received the STAR Young Scientist 

Award during the National Conference on Current 
Trends in Agricultural Research and Extension 
Services: Shaping the Future of Sustainable 
Agriculture and Food Security held at RARI, 
Jaipur during 23-25 February 2025.

30.	 Dr. P. Prakash bagged the Best Oral Presentation 
Award for the research paper titled ‘Impact of 
improved varieties of cassava in Southern India: 
Adoption, profitability and policy implications’ 
in the National Conference on Current Trends in 
Agricultural Research and Extension Services: 
Shaping the Future of Sustainable Agriculture 
and Food Security, 23-25 February 2025 at RARI, 
Jaipur, Rajasthan (Authors: Prakash, P., Jaganathan, 
D. and Sheela Immanuel).

31.	 Dr. Swathi Sivan bagged the Best Research Paper 
Award for Student 2025 for the article Genome 
analysis, identification, and expression analysis 
of nitrogen and potassium responsive genes in 
cassava. Acta Physiologiae Plantarum, 47: 1-17 
(NAAS Score: 8.4) in the 62 Foundation Day of 
ICAR-CTCRI 2025 on 11 July 2025 (Authors: 
Sivan S., Senthilkumar K.M., Sheela, M.N., Arya, 
K., Revathi, B.S., Abhilash, P.V., Neethu, R.S., 
Pooja, A. and Prakash Krishnan, B.S.).

32.	 Ms. Reshma Maria Joseph received the Best 
Research Paper Award (Runner Up) for the poster, 
'Transcriptomic analysis of sweet potato leaves 
unravels the molecular mechanism of photoperiodic 
tuberization' in the International Symposium on 
Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
(Authors: Reshma Maria Joseph, Shirly Raichal 
Anil, Senthilkumar, K.M., Sreekumar, J. and 
Krishna Radhika, N.).

33.	 Ms. Lekshmi S. Lal bagged the Best Poster Award 
for the research work titled “An optimized method 
for isolating total RNA from different tissue parts 
of cassava (Manihot  esculenta Crantz) using a 
modified CTAB–LiCl method’ in the International 
Seminar on New Horizons in Plant Sciences (NHPS 
2025), 8–10 April 2025, organized by the Kerala 
University Business Innovation and Incubation 
Centre (KUBIIC) and the Kerala University Botany 
Alumni Association (KUBAA), Department 
of Botany, University of Kerala, Kariavattom 
(Authors: Lekshmi S. Lal, Senthilkumar K.M., 
Krishna Radhika N. and Makeshkumar T.)

34.	 Dr. Pravi Vidyadharan received second prize 
for Best Oral Presentation, for the paper titled 
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‘Multiplex PCR Assay for simultaneous detection 
of sweet potato viruses’ in the National Conference 
on Transforming Plant Health Management: 
Integrating Traditional Practices with Modern 
Innovations for Global Food Security (Authors: 
Pravi Vidyadharan and Makeshkumar, T).

35.	 Dr. Akhila P. Subhash bagged the Best Research 
Paper Award for the poster, ‘Suppression of 
cassava stem and root rot and mosaic diseases by 
soil inoculation with root-colonizing beneficial 
endophytic fungi’ in the International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
(Authors: Akhila, P, Subhash, Anith, K.N., Veena, 
S.S. and Makeshkumar, T.).

36.	 Ms. S.U. Shilpa bagged second prize in Prof. M.J. 
Narasimhan Award contest in IPS (SZ) for the 
research paper titled ‘Antagonistic behaviour and 
disease suppressive mechanisms of endophytic 
Bacillus isolates against Phytophthora colocasiae 
in taro’ in the National Conference on Transforming 
Plant Health Management: Integrating Traditional 
Practices with Modern Innovations for Global Food 
Security, 18-19 December 2025, PAJANCOA & 
RI, Karaikal, Pondicherry (UT) (Authors: Shilpa, 
S.U., Jeeva, M.L., Veena, S.S., Amrutha, P.R. and 
Tom Cyriac).

37.	 Ms. S.U. Shilpa bagged the Best Research Paper 
Award (Runner up) for the paper, ‘Whole genome 
sequencing of taro endophyte Bacillus pumilus 
CTCRI PA3: A potential biocontrol agent for 
the suppression of taro leaf blight disease’ in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root and 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Shilpa, 
S.U., Jeeva, M.L., Veena, S.S., Amrutha, P.R. and 
Tom Cyriac).

38.	 Mr. K.C. Rakshith bagged the Best Research Paper 
Award for the research paper titled ‘Development of 
gluten free pasta from yam (Dioscorea alata) based 
composite flour’ in the International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-
21 November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala (Authors: Rakshith, K.C., Sajeev, M.S., 
Krishnakumar, T. and Pradeepika, C.).

39.	 Mr. P.N. Donn received the Best Research 

Paper Award for the poster titled ‘Status of 
mechanization in cassava harvesting: Challenges 
and opportunities’ in the International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-food systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
(Authors: Donn, P.N., Krishnakumar, T. and 
Sunitha, S.).

Recognition

Crop Improvement 

Dr. Manas Ranjan Sahoo

1.	 Received DBT International Travel Support 
(DBT-ITS) to attend the International Conference 
on Agriculture and Plantation Management at 
Wayamba University, Sri Lanka from 16-18 May 
2025.

Dr. P. Murugesan 

2.	 Lead developer in registering unique germplasm 
of East Indian Arrowroot East Indian Arrowroot – 
unique germplasm (IC641835) registered (INGR 
25038) characterized by long primary rhizome 
(21 cm), highest recorded starch content (16.8%), 
and short crop duration, registered with ICAR-
NBPGR which were higher than released variety 
Chhattisgarh 1.

3.	 Chairman, technical session on 'Farmers 
participatory breeding and conservation of roots 
and tubers' and delivered an invited lecture on 
‘Nutritional and health benefits of tubers and 
their conservation’ in the Workshop cum Mela 
on 'Celebrating the diversity and resilience of 
root and tubers' (Embracing diversity of root and 
tubers), Killoguda village, Alluri Seetharama 
Raju district, Andhra Pradesh on 30 January 
2025.

4.	 Adjunct faculty nominated by Vice Chancellor, 
TNAU for the academic year 2024-25 for 
guest lectures to faculties and PG scholars of 
Directorate of Seed Centre. Delivered a lecture 
on ‘Seed dormancy and quality in sweet potato: 
Implications for breeding under abiotic and biotic 
stresses’ on 18 March 2025.

5.	 Resource person and delivered a talk on 
‘Registration of farmers varieties of tuber crops’ 
in the technical Session on ‘Farmers’ Varieties 
of Horticultural Crops/Vegetables’ Awareness 
Workshop-cum-Seed Exhibition on Traditional/
Farmers’ Varieties held at the Agricultural College 
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and Research Institute, Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University (TNAU), Madurai, during 27-28 
March 2025.

6.	 Adjudicator and evaluated the Ph.D. thesis 
entitled ‘Evaluation of M4 generation of moringa 
(Moringa oleifera Lam.) var. PKM 1 for biomass 
production’ and acted as Chairman in the viva 
voce of Ms. Bharathi S. and delivered a guest 
lecture entitled ‘Advances in breeder seed 
production in sweet potato - Ensuring genetic 
purity and quality’ at the Horticultural College 
& Research Institute, TNAU, Periyakulam on 29 
April 2025. 

7.	 Adjudicator and evaluated the Ph.D. thesis 
entitled ‘Investigation of hard seed phenomenon 
and designing the strategies to enhance the seed 
quality in black gram and green gram’, and acted 
as Chairman in the viva voce of Ms. Pozhilarasi. 
S., and delivered a guest lecture on ‘Physical, 
physiological, and molecular mechanisms of 
palm seed dormancy with special emphasis on 
oil palm hybrid seed production’ at Tamil Nadu 
Agricultural University, Coimbatore on 22 May 
2025.

8.	 External Expert, 37th Kerala Science Congress 
and evaluated research papers under the theme 
Agriculture and Food Science organized during 
07-10 February 2025.

Dr. Asha K.I. 

1.	 External expert, Pre-submission viva of Smt. 
Vijaya Lekshmi M.R., Research Scholar, 
Department of Botany, University of Kerala, 
Kariavattom, Thiruvananthapuram on 17 January 
2025.  

2.	 External Examiner, M.Sc Genetics and Plant 
Breeding, Third semester, Practical and Viva 
Department of Botany, University of Kerala 
during 18-19 March 2025.

3.	 External Examiner, evaluation of M.Sc. (Ag.) 
thesis titled ‘Evaluation of chemical hybridizing 
agents (CHAs) for inducing male sterility in chilli’ 
submitted by Ms. Nalam Sindhu Rani, Genetics 
and Plant Breeding, College of Agriculture, 
KAU, Vellayani.

4.	 Resource Person, pre-kharif 2025 activities under 
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan at four venues 
in Thrissur (Cherpu, Ollukkara, Irinjalakkuda, 
Kodakara) during 29 May to 2 June 2025. 

5.	 Observer (Server) in the online CBT conducted 

for Combined NET-2025 and Preliminary 
Examination for ARS, SMS (T-6) and STO (T-
6) – 2025 held at G20 EDU HUB, during 12 - 13 
November 2025. 

6.	 Reviewer, for the work report of a Technical 
Assistant (T3) for his merit-based promotion to 
the next higher grade.

Dr. C. Mohan

1.	 Subject Expert, Selection committee constituted 
for the Direct Recruitment of Assistant Professor 
Post in Kerala Agricultural University on 14 May 
2025. 

2.	 External Expert, Upgradation of JRF to SRF 
NFOBC fellowship for Ms. Sruthi R. Ph.D. 
Plant Breeding and Genetics, Kerala Agricultural 
University, Vellayani, Trivandrum on 26 August 
2025.

3.	 Facilitator, Registration of two farmers 
(Mr. Mukilan P. and Mr. Murugan M., 
Ambasamudram, Pothukudi, Tirunelveli, Tamil 
Nadu) as Decentralized Seed Multipliers DSM) 
for supply of Amorphophallus, Colocasia and 
coleus.

4.	 Evaluator, 2 M.Sc. Theses from College of Ag-
riculture, KAU, Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram.

Dr. Asha Devi A. 

1.	 Member, Board of Studies in Botany (Pass), 
University of Kerala.

2.	 Resource person, delivered a lecture on ‘Improved 
Varieties of Tuber Crops from ICAR-CTCRI’ 
in the one-day Farmer’s Training Programme 
on Landraces and Varieties of Tuber Crops 
Cultivation Practices and Value Addition, on 12 
February 2025 for 25 farmers.

3.	 Resource person, delivered a lecture in Online 
mode to the UG students of the Department of 
Botany, Sree Narayana College for Women, 
Kollam on ‘Intellectual property rights and DUS 
testing for protecting farmers varieties’ on 29 
March 2025.

4.	 Reviewer, The Indian Journal of Agricultural 
Sciences (NAAS score: 6.40) for the article, 
‘Standardization of tissue culture protocol 
in Lady Rosetta cultivar of potato (Solanum 
tuberosum L.)’.

5.	 Resource person, five-day National Workshop 
on Plant Genome Analysis and took a class on 
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‘Molecular markers and analysis with special 
reference to tuber crops’ on 02 April 2025.

6.	 Convenor, Session on Varietal Evaluation in the 
25th Annual Group Meeting of AICRP-TC orga-
nized at SKLGHU, Hyderabad on 19 May 2025.

7.	 Adjudicator, Ph.D. thesis titled, ‘Molecular 
profiling and in silico studies of Artocarpus 
altilis (Parkinson) Fosberg’ by Ms. Meera Sabari 
V., Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, 
Tirunelveli, TN.

8.	 Resource person, DBT STAR programme at the 
Department of Botany, Govt. College for Women, 
Thiruvananthapuram, delivered a lecture on the 
topic, ‘Nurturing resilience: Women in plant 
biotechnology shaping climate-ready agriculture’ 
on 1 August 2025.

9.	 Reviewer, Journal of Root Crops for the article, 
‘Exploring cassava genetic diversity through 
morphological and molecular markers: A 
comprehensive review’.

10.	 Coordinator, Exposure visit of B.Sc. and M.Sc. 
Botany students of UC College, Aluva to Crop 
Improvement labs for 33 students and 2 teachers 
on 14 October 2025.

11.	 Rapporteur, Keynote addresses, Young Scientist 
Award Competition and Plenary Session in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root & 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
organized by ISRC, ISTRC and ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India during 17-21 
November 2025.

12.	 Co-Chairman, Program committee in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root & 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
organized by ISRC, ISTRC and ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India during 17-21 
November 2025.

13.	 Member, Publication Committee in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
organized by ISRC, ISTRC and ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India during 17-21 
November 2025.

14.	 Runner-up, Best research paper award for the 
paper ‘Prospective fungal and oomycete disease 
management strategies for ensuring aroid 

health and yield’ in ISTRTC 4 NARES 2025 
organized by ISRC, ISTRC and ICAR- CTCRI 
during 17-21 November 2025 at ICAR-Central 
Tuber Crops Research Institute, Sreekariyam, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India. (Authors: 
Veena, S.S., Jeeva, M.L., Arutselvan, R., Asha 
Devi, A., Santhosh Mithra, V.S., Sreekumar, J. 
Suja G. and Karthikeyan S.).

15.	 Member, Selection Committee for Dr. A. Abra-
ham Endowment Award 2025 organized by Kerala 
Academy of Sciences on 6 November 2025. Virtu-
al Cadre, Kerala State Biodiversity Board, Kerala.

16.	 Editor and compiler 3As of Crop Improvement 
Division.

17.	 External Expert, for reviewing the extended 
abstracts of the 38th Kerala Science Congress for 
the subject Agriculture and Food Sciences.

Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil

1.	 Reviewer, Scientifica. 

2.	 Reviewer, Plant Cell Tissue and organ Culture

3.	 Presented the annual work report under the ICAR-
CIP Collaborative work plan activity on sweet 
potato in the ICAR-CTCRI and CIP Scientists 
Interaction meeting with Dr Neeraj Sharma, 
Country Manager, CIP and Dr Mohinder Singh 
Kadian, Senior Scientist and Consultant, CIP, in 
the presence of Dr G.Byju, Director CTCRI,.The 
dignitaries visited sweet potato fields at CTCRI 
during 19 September 2025 at ICAR-CTCRI

4.	 Resource person, handled classes on 
‘Biofortified sweet potato and its benefits’ in the 
Farmers' meeting at Muthalamada Panchayat, 
Kalliyampara, Kollengode on 26 Sep 2025 and 
participated in the Harvest festival of the On-
farm trials on biofortified sweet potato 

5.	 Co-Chairperson, Cultural programme Committee, 
ISTRTC 4 NARES 2025.

6.	 Adjudicator, PhD. Thesis of Shirsat Mahesh 
Santosh, College of Agriculture, Kerala 
Agricultural University.

7.	 Associate developer of technology - Selection 
index for identification of sweet potato genotypes 
suitable for processing and value addition with 
Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra. 

Dr. Kalidas Pati

1.	 Member, Interview committee for selection of 
field / lab assistant under RKVY-APS project 
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at RC of ICAR-CTCRI, Bhubaneswar on 05 
February 2025.

Dr. N. Krishna Radhika 

1.	 Co-Developer, registration of C. angustifolia 
germplasm CTCRI-CA-PM-1 (IC641835) of East 
Indian Arrowroot (INGR25038) (P. Murugesan, 
Padmakshi Thakur, Deo Shankar, N. Krishna 
Radhika and A.N. Jyothi, ICAR-Central Tuber 
Crops Research Institute, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala), registered by the Plant Germplasm 
Registration Committee of Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research on 24 March 2025.

2.	 Selected for the Short Term Oversees Training 
Programme at IITA Kenya, under the mentoring 
of  Dr. Leena Tripathy on ‘Genome editing 
in cassava for starch variability and targeted 
mutant detection.’ at the International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Eastern Africa Hub, 
Nairobi, Kenya, from 20 May 2025 to 17 August 
2025 with a financial grant of Rs.985821/-

3.	 Resource person, delivered a talk on ‘Genome 
editing in cassava for starch variability’ in the 
Seminar, in hybrid mode, organized by East 
African Hub, IITA, Kenya at Ndama Lounge in 
ILRI campus on 01 August 2025.

4.	 Editor, Book of Abstracts, International 
Symposium on  Tropical Root and Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agrifood systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 
NARES), 17-21 November 2025.

5.	 Editor and compiler 3As of Crop Improvement 
Division.

Dr. K. M. Senthilkumar

1.	 Reviewer, Frontiers in Genome Editing, 
Transgenic Research, the Indian Journal of 
Agricultural Sciences, BMC Plant Biology, 
Frontiers in Plant Science, Molecular Biology 
Reports and Journal of Plant Biochemistry and 
Biotechnology 

2.	 Research Topic Co-Editor, Frontiers in Plant 
Science (NAAS Rating: 10.80).

3.	 External Examiner, M.Sc. student, Mr. Gowri 
Sankar M., ICAR-IARI (ICAR-NRRI Hub)

4.	 Supervisor Invigilator and conducted the online 
CBT for Combined NET-2025 and Preliminary 
Examination for ARS, SMS (T-6) and STO (T-
6) - 2025.

5.	 Resource person, delivered a talk on ‘Structural, 

functional and comparative genomics for crop 
improvement’ at the BeCA Auditorium, at 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
(IITA), Nairobi, Kenya to the CGIAR scientists 
on 13 June 2025.

6.	 Rapporteur, Workshop on Root, Tuber and 
Bulbous Vegetable Crops, 11th Indian Horticultural 
Congress and International Meet on Horticulture 
for Inclusive, Equitable and Sustainable Growth, 
06-09 November 2025, GKVK, Bengaluru.

7.	 Rapporteur, Session-I on Biodiversity and Crop 
Improvement (Subtheme C: Biotechnology and 
Bioinformatics), The International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-Food Systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES) 17-21 
November 2025, ICAR-Central Tuber Crops 
Research Institute, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra 

1.	 External Expert, evaluated research papers 
under the Agriculture and Food  science theme 
of 37th Kerala Science congress held during 7-10 
February 2025 at  Kerala Agricultural University, 
Vellanikkara, Thrissur.

2.	 Evaluator, Technical Session II on Climate 
Resilience and Ecosystem Services through Urban 
Agriculture on 22 May 2025 in the International 
Seminar on ‘Innovative policies and community-
led solutions for sustainable urban and peri-urban 
agriculture: Strengthening resilient, inclusive and 
circular urban food systems’ held on 21-22 May 
2025 at the College of Agriculture, Vellayani,

3.	 Rapporteur, Keynote addresses, Young Scientist 
Award Competition and Plenary Session in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root & 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
organized by ISRC, ISTRC and ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India during 17-21 
November 2025. 

4.	 Convenor, Program committee in the 
International Symposium on Tropical Root & 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
organized by ISRC, ISTRC and ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India during 17-21 
November 2025.

5.	 Editor, Souvenir, International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agrifood systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 

138

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



Awards and Recognitions

and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025.

6.	 Resource person, presented ‘Cassava breeding 
in ICAR-CTCRI’ during the launch of  Global 
Cassava Breeding Network, International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 
NARES 2025) on 21 November 2025.

Dr. Sujatha T.P.

1.	 Peer Reviewer, Journal of Plantation Crops. 

2.	 Associate Editor, Applied Biochemistry and 
Biotechnology, Section: Biological processes 
and Genomics, Springer. 

Dr. Rahana S.N.

1.	 Rapporteur, Session I A on Biodiversity and 
Genetic Resources during the International 
Symposium ISTRTC–4 NARES held on 17 
November 2025.

2.	 Jury member, Viksit Bharat Young Leaders 
Dialogue - state championship organized by 
Ministry of Youth Affairs at Kerala Institute of 
Tourism & Travel Studies, Thiruvananthapuram 
on 21 December 2025.	

Crop Production

Dr. G. Suja 

1.	 Member Secretary, QRT and contributed to 
securing an outstanding rating for ICAR-CTCRI 
& AICRPTC during the five-year assessment 
period of 2019-2024. 

2.	 Editor, Journal of Root Crops.

3.	 Co-Chairperson, Reception Committee, Sixth 
International Agronomy Congress, 24-26 
November, CSIR-National Physical Laboratory, 
New Delhi.

4.	 Chaired the technical session on Agrotechniques 
in the 25th AGM of AICRP on Tuber Crops held 
at College of Horticulture, Rajendra Nagar, 
Hyderabad, Sri Konda Laxman Telengana 
Horticulture University on 19-20 May 2025.

5.	 Chairperson, Technical Evaluation Committee, 
International Symposium on Tropical Root & 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES), during 17-21 November 
2025.

6.	 Delivered a Lead Paper titled ‘Green solutions 
for safe and sustainable tuber crop-based 
agriculture-food systems’ in the International 
Symposium for Tropical Root and Tuber Crops 
ISTRTC 4 NARES, in the session Sustainable 
Resource Management including Seed Systems 
on 19 November 2025.

7.	 Resource person, delivered a lecture on the topic 
‘Pulses in tuber crop based agrifood systems for 
healthy soil and life’, to celebrate World Pulses 
Day, organized by Amrita School for Sustainable 
Futures, Karunagapally, Kerala on 12 February 
2025.

8.	 Convener, Symposium on ‘Corporate, policy, 
civil societies, leveraging and research interface 
in food system’ held on 25 November 2025, in 
the Sixth International Agronomy Congress.

9.	 Committee member, for Selection of candidates 
for ISA Fellow & ISA Associate Awards: 
Scrutinized 62 applications for ISA Fellow & 16 
for ISA Associate. 

10.	 Co-Chairperson, Theme on Efficient Resource 
Use for Climate Change Adaptation and 
Mitigation and delivered a lead paper 
‘Regenerative and resilient production systems 
involving tropical tuber crops’ in the International 
Seminar on Climate-Weed Nexus: Innovations 
for Sustainable Farming (CWIS 2025) at College 
of Agriculture, Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala, India on 28 November 2025.

11.	 Received two Technology Certificates as Lead 
Developer for the technologies titled ‘Package 
of practices for organic production of arrowroot’ 
and ‘Package of practices for organic production 
of arrowroot’. 

12.	 Member, Jury Committee, M.S. Swaminathan 
Award for Agricultural Research (Best Researcher 
State Award) 2024, nominated by Director of 
Extension, Kerala Agricultural University. 

13.	 Co-author in two Poster Awards received by Ms. 
S. Devi Sanjeev, her Ph.D. student, for research 
papers on Natural Farming, presented in ISTRTC 
4 NARES and Sixth International Agronomy 
Congress 2025.

14.	 Reviewer, PLOS one (2 nos.), Agronomy Journal, 
Journal of Agricultural Science, Irrigation and 
Drainage, Plants People Planet, Indian Journal of 
Agronomy and Journal of Root Crops

15.	 External Examiner, 4 Ph.D. students, (University 
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of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad; Kerala 
Agricultural University; Dual Ph.D. Award 
Programme between Western Sydney University 
(WSU) in Australia & Kerala Agricultural 
University; Tamil Nadu Agricultural University).

Dr. Susan John K. 

1.	 Member, CAS committee for the promotion 
of Senior Scientist GP8000-9000/- at CMFRI, 
Kochi on 4 February 2025.

2.	 Chairman, session on ‘Agriculture and Food 
Science’ of the  37th  Kerala Science Congress 
held at Kerala Agricultural University, Trichur 
during 7-10 February 2025 and delivered a 
lead talk titled ‘Kerala agriculture: Challenges, 
opportunities, way forward and researchable 
Issues’ on 9 Feb 2025. 

3.	 Subject Expert, Selection of Assistant Professor 
(Soil Science), KAU on 14 May 2025 at KAU, 
Vellanikkara, Trichur.

4.	 Convenor, technical session on ‘Agrotechniques’ 
of the 25th AGM held at Rajendra Nagar, 
Hyderabad during 18-20 May 2025.

5.	 Chairman, Technical Session on ‘Circular food 
systems and sustainable value chain’, in the 
International Seminar on ‘Innovative policies and 
community led solutions for sustainable urban 
and peri urban agriculture’ held at College of 
Agriculture, Vellayani during 21-22 May 2025.

6.	 Expert, Technical Committee, Central Soil 
Analytical Laboratory, Department of Soil Survey 
and Soil Conservation, Thiruvananthapuram with 
effect from 21 June 2025.

7.	 Subject expert, Technical Committee, Central 
Soil Analytical Laboratory, Department of 
Agriculture, GoK with effect from July 2025.

8.	 Subject Expert, CAS, KAU, for the promotion 
of 8 faculty of KAU under the discipline of Soil 
Science and Agricultural Chemistry held on 13 
August 2025 at KAU, Vellanikkara, Trichur. 

9.	 Subject expert, Technical Committee, Fertilizer 
quality Control Laboratory, Government of 
Kerala  with effect from September 2025 

10.	 Consultant, IPI Project, Indian Cardamom Research 
Institute, Myladumpara (Idukki) since 2024. 

11.	 Member, Selection committee, Awardee under 
IPI-FAI award 2025 for promoting balanced 
fertilization with emphasis on potassium.

12.	 Co-author, best oral presentation award, Session 
on Botic and Abiotic stresses for the research 
paper (Jeeva, M L., Veena, S S., Susan John, K., 
Jeena Mathew, Makesh Kumar, T., Arutselvan, R., 
Karthikeyan. S. and Divya, S. Cassava stem and 
root rot management: Bridging the gap between 
research and farmer adoption, paper presented 
in the 20 ISTRC held at Thiruvananthapuram 
during 17-21 November 2025. 

13.	 Chief guest, National Seminar on’ Soil health: 
Challenges and strategies for urban agriculture’ 
organized in connection with World Soil Day 2025 
at College of Agriculture, Padannakkad under 
KAU on 5 December 2025 and delivered the lead 
talk on ‘Innovative crop nutrient management 
strategies: Three decades experience in tropical 
tuber crops’. 

14.	 Reviewer, Abstracts, 38th Kerala Science 
Congress

15.	 Reviewer, Journal of Root Crops and Agricultural 
Research.

Dr. S. Sunitha

1.	 Expert for Scientific advisory committee held at 
KVK, Kumarakom on 6 January 2025.

2.	 Expert, performance evaluation of KVK, 
Kumarakom as nominated by Director, ATARI.

3.	 External examiner for 2 Ph.D.  and 4 M.Sc.(Ag.) 
students of Kerala Agricultural University.

4.	 Chairperson, Finance committee for ISTRTC 4 
NARES during 17-21 November 2025. 

5.	 Co-chaired the session on Climate change and 
weed dynamics in crops and cropping systems 
in the International seminar on Climate-Weed 
nexus: Innovations for sustainable farming 
held at college of agriculture, Vellayani on 27 
November 2025.

Dr. K. Sunilkumar 

1.	 Academic Council Member, Cochin University 
of Science and Technology, Kochi representing 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research.

2.	 External Expert, assessment promotion (DPC) of 
24 technical officers of JNTBGRI, Palode, on 25 
April 2025.

3.	 External Examiner, for qualifying viva of 
3 Ph.D. and 5 M.Sc. Hort students of CoH, 
Anantharajupeta, YSRHU, AP on 15 May 2025.
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4.	 Co-Chairman, International Seminar on 
Innovative Policies and Community-Led 
Solutions for Sustainable Urban and Peri-urban 
Agriculture (session-II) at CoA, KAU, Vellayani 
during 21-22 May 2025.

5.	 Represented ICAR-CTCRI in the Viksit Krishi 
Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA) for kharif 2025 in 15 
gram panchayaths of palakkad district during 03-
07 June 2025.

6.	 Chairman, session on Livelihood Through 
Agriculture Interventions in the work shop on 
‘Sustainable solutions for tribal development’ 
at Aralam on 12 September 2025  organised by 
KSCSTE at Aralam, Kannur.

7.	 Centre Coordinator, ASRB examination 
combined CBT for NET-2025 and Preliminary 
Examination for ARS, SMS (T-6) and STO (T-
6)-2025 at Trivandrum Centre-II during 11 to 13 
November 2025.

8.	 Chairman, Poster Committee for International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurshipand Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 
NARES) organised by ISRC, CTCRI and ISTRC, 
Thiruvananthapuram during 17-21 November 2025.

9.	 Runner up, Best oral presentation for the paper 
‘Soilless sweet potatoes: Unlocking potential 
in controlled environments’ in the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 
4 NARES) during 17-21 November 2025. 
(Authors: Suresh Kumar, J., Sunilkumar, K. and 
Pradeepika, C.).

10.	 Chairman, Advisory committee for M.Sc. (Hort.) 
candidate Ms. Pinkila Bhutia of IARI-Bengaluru 
Hub.

11.	 Co-Chairman Advisory committee of M.Sc. 
(Hort.) candidate Mr. Nikhil, K. of IARI-
Bengaluru Hub.

12.	 Member, Advisory committee of Ms. Pangi 
Anitha, M.Sc. (Hort.) student, Dept of Plantation 
Crops, Spices and Medicinal plants, College of 
Agriculture, KAU, Vellayani, KAU.

13.	 Reviewer, CABI Agriculture and Bioscience, 
Plant Science Today and Journal of Root Crops.

14.	 Jury member, for 17 topics under Building 
a sustainable and green Viksit Bharat theme 
of Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue-

State championship held at KITTS, Thycaud, 
Trivandrum on 20 December 2025 organized by 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

15.	 Life Member, Society for Promotion of 
Horticulture Research and Development (SHRD).

16.	 External examiner for various Qualifying 
exams of PG and Ph.D. students at CoA, KAU, 
Vellayani.

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

1.	 External Examiner, Final thesis viva voce of a 
Ph.D. student, Mr. Ili. Venkatesh, Department of 
Soil Science & Agricultural Chemistry, College 
of Agriculture, Professor Jayashankar Telangana 
State Agricultural University, Rajendranagar, 
Hyderabad on 01 July 2025.

2.	 Technical Expert, verification of certified seed 
potato for rabi 2025-26 under the state plan 
scheme ‘Development of potato, vegetable 
and spices’ on 27 October 2025 at OSSC Ltd., 
Bhubaneswar.

Dr. V. Ramesh 

1.	 Evaluated 4 M. Sc. (Ag.) thesis of College of 
Agriculture, Vellayani (KAU) under Soil Science 
and Agricultural Chemistry

2.	 Course Director, Training on soil, plant and water 
analysis for efficient nutrient management, 17-21 
February 2025.

3.	 Course Coordinator, Training on soil, plant and 
water analysis for efficient nutrient management, 
23-27 June 2025.

4.	 Associate Developer, for technology titled, 
‘Package of practices for organic production of 
arrowroot’. 

5.	 Evaluator, for nine oral and 21 poster presentation 
under the theme Agro ecological restoration, 
soil health, climate resilience and ecosystem 
restoration at the international Conference on 
‘Community agro biodiversity management’ 
organized at the College of Agriculture, Vellayani 
on 22 December 2025.

6.	 Reviewer, Journal of Plant Nutrition (2 nos.)  (NAAS 
score 7.6) and Journal of Indian Society of Coastal 
Agricultural Research (NAAS score 5.45).

Dr. R. Muthuraj 

1.	 Received an appreciation Certificate from Shri 
Vineet Kumar IAS. Deputy Commissioner, 
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Wokha, Wokha district, Nagaland on 15 
September 2025 as PI NEH Project in the 
recognition of contribution in promoting 
improved production and value added techniques 
in tropical tuber crops

2.	 Visiting Scientist to KVK, Wokha, Nagaland & 
KVK, Kanubari, Arunachal Pradesh for providing 
technological support and establishment of seed 
villages on tuber crops and strengthening tuber 
crops area in the states

3.	 Co-authored the Best research paper award (oral) 
Runner Up presented to Jaganathan, D., Muthuraj, 
R., Sheela Immanuel, Prakash, P. and Byju, G. for 
the research paper entitled ‘Enhancing Chinese 
potato production through farmer participatory 
demonstrations: Technologies, prospects and 
way forward’ presented in the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 
4 NARES) during17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India.

4.	 Convener, committee of the  stakeholders interfaces 
programme meetings organised at ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram on 20 November 2025 in 
the International Symposium on Tropical Root 
& Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES) during17-21 November 
2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

Dr. Jeena Mathew 

1.	 Received award of appreciation at ICAR CTCRI 
as part of the International Women’s Day on 8 
March 2025 for getting the best oral presentation 
award in the 31st Swadeshi Science Congress 
held at ICAR-CIFT, Kochi.

2.	 Co-authored best oral presentation award, for 
the research paper ‘Cassava stem and root rot 
management: Bridging the gap between research 
and farmer adoption’, in the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 
4 NARES) during17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (Authors: Jeeva, M 
L., Veena, S.S., Susan John, K., Jeena Mathew, 
Makeshkumar, T., Arutselvan, R., Karthikeyan. 
S. and Divya, S.). 

3.	 Best inter disciplinary team award as Co-
investigator in the multi institutional multi 
disciplinary project FARMER FIRST project of 

ICAR CPCRI, Kasargod for the year 2025. 

4.	 Evaluator, Trivandrum CBSE School Science 
Exhibition competition held on 22 November 
2025 at Loyola School, Thiruvananthapuram.

5.	 Evaluator, 2 M.Sc. Ag. (Soil Science and Agrl.
Chemistry) thesis. 

6.	 Reviewer, Journal of Plantation Crops, 
Communications in Soil Science and Plant 
Analysis, Indian Journal of Agricultural Sciences, 
The Journal of Animal and Plant Sciences, 
Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems and 
International Journal of Plant and Soil Science.

7.	 Course coordinator, Training on soil, plant and 
water analysis for efficient nutrient management, 
17-21 February 2025 and 23-27 June 2025.

Dr. J. Suresh Kumar	

1.	 Member in TNIAMP delegation to visit Kenya 
which was aimed at strengthening global 
partnerships in climate resilient agriculture. 
Visited key institutions including CIP, KEPHIS, 
KALRO, IITA, and the University of Nairobi.

2.	 External evaluator, for Ph.D. thesis of Mr. G. 
Sidhdharth, titled ‘Screening and evaluation of 
chilli (Capsicum annum L.) genotypes for yield 
and quality under sodic soils’ from College of 
Horticulture, Trichy, TNAU on 12 September 2025.

3.	 Judge, South Zone Sahodaya Science Exhibition 
on the theme ‘Nurturing Nature’, held at Loyola 
School on 22 November 2025. Evaluated 54 
projects by 8-10th standard students from different 
schools.

4.	 Adjudicator, M.Sc. (Hort.) thesis titled 
‘Nanoemulsion of wild ginger (Zingiber 
zerumbet L. Smith) essential oil for postharvest 
management in banana’, by Ms. Anandhu 
Prakash, Kerala Agricultural University, 
Vellanikkara on 24 November 2025.

5.	 Adjudicator, M.Sc. (Hort.) thesis titled 
‘Fertigation schedule for hybrids in bitter gourd 
(Momordica charantia L.) under open precision 
farming’, by Ms. Ashly Shani, Kerala Agricultural 
University, Vellanikkara on 25 November 2025.

6.	 Adjudicator, M.Sc.(Hort.) thesis titled 
‘Propagation studies in miracle fruit [Synsepalum 
dulcificum (Schumach. and Thonn.) Daniell]’, 
by Ms. Hana V. Anvar, Kerala Agricultural 
University, Vellanikkara on 06 December 2025.

7.	 Jury member, for the theme titled ‘Building a 
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sustainable and green Viksit Bharat’ in Viksit Bharat 
Young Leaders Dialogue: State championship at 
KITTS, Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala on 
20 December 2025

Crop Protection

Dr. T. Makeshkumar 

1.	 Chaired a session on ‘Conventional and 
biotechnological approaches in plant resistance to 
pests and diseases’ and delivered the lead lecture 
on ‘Application of CRISPR/Cas genome editing 
tools in plant pathology: Disease diagnosis and 
management perspectives’ in the International 
Conference on ‘One health perspectives in global 
plant protection research 2025’, organized by 
TNAU, Coimbatore during 19-21 February 2025.

2.	 External Member, for conducting qualifying viva 
voce of IARI Ph.D. student (Plant Pathology) on 
12 March 2025.

3.	 External Examiner, pre-submission presentation 
of one Ph.D. student of Rajiv Gandhi Centre 
for Biotechnology, Thiruvananthapuram on 18 
March 2025.

4.	 External Member and conducted qualifying viva 
voce of one M.Sc. (Plant Pathology) student, 
SRM Institute of Science & Technology, Chennai 
on 23 May 2025.

5.	 External Examiner, for one Ph.D. student at 
Vellore Institute of Technology, Tamil Nadu on 
11 June 2025.

6.	 Resource person, and delivered a talk on ‘Pest and 
diseases in cassava’ in the Regional Agricultural 
Mela and Seminar, organized by Department of 
Agriculture & Farmers welfare, Govt. of Tamil 
Nadu and TNAU at Erode on 12 June 2025.

7.	 External Examiner, final viva voce examination 
of one Ph.D. (Plant Pathology) student, TNAU, 
Coimbatore on 28 July 2025. 

8.	 External Examiner, qualifying viva voce 
examination of one Ph.D. (Plant Pathology) 
student, IARI, New Delhi on 31 July 2025. 

9.	 External Examiner, final viva voce examination 
of one Ph.D. (Plant Pathology) student, School of 
Life Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi on 22 August 2025.

Dr. M.L. Jeeva 

1.	 External Examiner, 3 Ph.D. students from Kerala 
Agricultural University and BCKV, Kalyani 

and M.Sc. students from Kerala Agricultural 
University. 

2.	 Reviewer, Journal of Root Crops and Methods X 
Journal. 

Dr. S.S. Veena 

1.	 External Examiner, 5 M.Sc (Ag.) students 
of Kerala Agricultural University and 3  Ph. 
D. students, Kerala Agricultural University, 
M.G. University and Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University. 

2.	 External Examiner, Qualifying viva voice 
of 12 M.Sc. students, Department of Plant 
Pathology, College of Agriculture, Vellayani, 
Thiruvananthapuram. 

3.	 Reviewer, Scientia Horticulturae, Journal of 
Advances in Biology & Biotechnology,  Journal 
of Microbiology and Antimicrobials (JMA),  
Plant Science Today, Journal of Horticultural 
Sciences, Agricultural Research and Indian 
Journal of Agricultural Sciences.

4.	 Chief guest, Golden Jubilee Celebration of ICAR-
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Mitraniketan, Vellanad, 
Thiruvananthapuram

Dr. Harish E R 

1.	 External Examiner, Ph.D. student, Jasti Sri Vishnu 
Murthy (Agricultural Entomology) for the thesis 
titled ‘Biology and management of cassava mealy-
bug  Phenacoccus manihoti  Matile-Ferreo  (He-
miptera: Pseudococcidae)’, Kerala Agricultural 
University conducted on 29 August 2025.

2.	 External Examiner, M.Sc. (Ag.) student Ms. Meera 
Krishna B. for the thesis titled ‘Entomopathogenic 
fungi-based silver nanoparticles and their efficacy 
on Spodoptera litura (Fab)’, Kerala Agricultural 
University. 

3.	 External examiner for the M.Sc. (Ag.) student Ms. 
Anisha A. for the thesis titled ‘Seasonal biology 
and parasitism efficiency of Trichogramma 
chilonis Ishii (Hymenoptera: Trichogrammatidae) 
on caterpillar pests of vegetables’, Kerala 
Agricultural University.

4.	 External Examiner, M.Sc. (Ag.) student Ms. 
Anushka S.R. for the thesis titled ‘Management 
of sucking pests of tapioca, Manihot esculenta 
(Crantz).’, Kerala Agricultural University 
conducted on 15 December 2025.

5.	 External Examiner, M.Sc. (Ag.) student Ms. 
Shreya Thomas for the thesis titled ‘Bioactivity of 
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essential oils from Curcuma spp. (Zingiberaceae) 
against Tetranychus truncatus Ehara (Acari: 
Tetranychidae) and their safety to natural 
enemies)’, Kerala Agricultural University.

6.	 Evaluator, Technical Session II on ‘Climate 
resilience and ecosystem services through urban 
agriculture’, on 22 May 2025 at College of 
Agriculture, Vellayani, Kerala.

7.	 Reviewer, research papers for Kerala Science 
Congress Technical Paper Evaluation Committee.

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar 

1.	 External Examiner, one M.Sc. (Ag.) Nematology 
thesis, College of Agriculture, Vellayani, KAU 
during June 2025.

2.	 External Examiner, one M.Sc. (Ag.) thesis 
at College of Agriculture, Vellayani, 
Thiruvananthapuram in September 2025.

3.	 Evaluator, District Level Evaluation of Young 
Innovators Program 7.0 Category 1 and 2-4 
organized by Kerala Development & Innovative 
Strategic Council.

Dr. B. G. Sangeetha 

1.	 External Expert, Research papers for 37th Kerala 
Science Congress for the theme, Agriculture and 
Food Sciences.

2.	 Member, Advisory Committee, Ph.D. student, 
Kerala Agricultural University and IARI-IIHR, 
Bengaluru Hub.

3.	 Research Guide for Biotechnology, ICAR-IARI 
(IIHR Bengaluru Hub) and University of Kerala, 
Thiruvananthapuram.

4.	 Observer, for the conduct of online CBT for 
combined NET 2025 and preliminary examination 
for ARS, SMS(T6) and STO (T6) 2025

5.	 Reviewer, Journal of Environmental biology and 
Current Science.

Crop Utilization

Dr. M.S. Sajeev

1.	 Member, Working Group on Post harvest Engi-
neering and Technology for Horticulture, SMD 
(Agricultural Engineering), ICAR, New Delhi.

2.	 Member, Core Committee, Agri Entrepreneurs, 
FPOs and AgriStarups, Comprehensive 
Development Mission Programme of Agriculture, 
Govt. of Kerala.

3.	 Member, Sub Mission on Agricultural 
Mechanisation - Committee for Empanelling of 
Manufacturers, Agricultural Development and 
Farmers Welfare Department, Government of 
Kerala.

4.	 Member, Board of Studies (BoS), Biotechnology 
& Biochemical Engineering Department, Sree 
Buddha College of Engineering, Pattoor.

5.	 Member, Interview Board of Scientist Selection, 
KSCSTE, Thiruvananthapuram, 22 October 2024

6.	 Advisory Committee Member, Ph.D. candidate 
Ms. Midhila Mahendran, on the topic ‘Quality 
evaluation of proso millet and clinical efficiency 
of the developed smart food’, Department of 
Community Science, College of Agriculture, 
KAU, Vellayani. 

7.	 External Examiner, Ph.D. candidate Mr. 
R.K.Gupta from IIT, Kharagpur on the thesis ‘Cold 
plasma modification of taro (Colocasia esculenta) 
starch for development of sustainable active 
nanocomposite food packaging films infused with 
betel leaf (Piper betle L) essential oil’.

8.	 External Examiner, Ph.D. candidate Ms. Malini 
B. on the topic, ‘Production and characterization 
of cellulose derivative from Agro-industrial 
waste’, from NIFTEM, Thanjavur.

9.	 External Examiner, M.Tech. candidate Mr. Rahul 
from IARI, New Delhi on the topic,  ‘Investigation 
on extrusion technology on functional and 
physico chemical properties of wet okara for 
food applications’.

Dr. T. Krishnakumar

1.	 Advisory Committee Member, M.Tech 
(Processing and Food Engineering) thesis at 
TNAU, Coimbatore.

2.	 External Examiner, M.Tech thesis entitled, 
‘A study on the waste valorization of cassava 
(Manihot esculenta Crantz) peels for development 
of bio-based cutlery’ from NIFTEM, Thanjavur.

3.	 External Examiner, M.Sc. (Community Science) 
Food Science and Nutrition, thesis entitled, 
‘Nutritional validation of the traditional millet 
foods of the Tamil society’, from the College of 
Community Science, TNAU, Madurai.

Dr. C. Pradeepika 

1.	 Co-chaired a session on ‘Circular economy for 
sustainable Agriculture’ in the International 
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Seminar on ‘Innovative policies and community-
led solutions for sustainable urban and peri-urban 
agriculture’ organized at College of Agriculture, 
Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram on 22 June 2025.

2.	 Supervisory Invigilator, ASRB Examination 
for Combined NET-2025 and Preliminary 
Examination for ARS, SMS (T-6) and STO (T-
6) – 2025, Thiruvananthapuram during 12-13 
November 2025. 

3.	 Rapporteur, Session-IV on Secondary Agriculture 
(Subtheme B: Value addition and Product 
Development, in the International Symposium 
on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for Nutrition, 
Agri-Food Systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES), 17-21 
November 2025, ICAR-Central Tuber Crops 
Research Institute, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

4.	 Chairman, Advisory Committee for M.Sc. (Hort.) 
candidate Mr. Nikhil, K. of IARI-Bengaluru Hub.

5.	 Co-Chairman, Advisory Committee of M.Sc. 
(Hort.) candidate Ms. Pinkila Bhutia of IARI-
Bengaluru Hub.

6.	 Co-Chairman, Advisory Committee of M.Sc. 
(Hort.) candidate Ms. Parul of IARI-Bengaluru 
Hub.

Extension and Social Sciences

Dr. Sheela Immanuel

1.	 Expert, Recruitment Committee, Programme 
Assistant (Farm Manager) and Programme 
Assistant (Computer) posts, 20 June 2025.

2.	 Member, Selection Process of state farmer’s 
award conducted at SAMETI, 8-9 August 2025. 

3.	 Co-chairperson, session on ‘Technology 
Assessment, Refinement and Commercialization’ 
under the main theme ‘Transfer of technology 
and commercialization’ in the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 
4 NARES) during17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

Dr. J. Sreekumar 

1.	 Member, Working Group on Coconut 
Productivity Survey, by Coconut Development 
Board, Government of India.

2.	 External examiner for four students of Department 

of Agricultural Statistics CoA, KAU, Vellayani 
and conducted the qualifying viva-voce on 20 
August 2025.

Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

1.	 Distinguished speaker, INIZIARO 2025, 
the flagship event of the Entrepreneurship 
Cell, College of Agriculture, Vellayani, 
Thiruvananthapuram, on 22 February 2025 at 
College of Agriculture, Vellayani, organized by 
E-Cell, KAU.

2.	 Resource person for the session on ‘Hi-Tech 
Horticulture and AI in Farming’ on 13 January 
2025 at Ambalavayal, Wayanad, organized by 
RARS Ambalayayal, KAU in connection with 
“Pooppoli-2025” celebrations.

3.	 Resource person and delivered a keynote lecture 
during the Agriculture Science/ Smart Farming 
session, held on 30 April 2025, as part of the 
annual science workshop titled ‘Face to Face with 
Frontiers in Science’, organized by the Swadeshi 
Science Movement at NIIST, Pappanamcode, 
Trivandrum.

4.	 Resource person and delivered a talk on ‘Digital 
Initiatiatives of ICAR-CTCRI’ on 26 June 2025 
during the inauguration of IoT Based Smart Farm 
in Mar Bacelios College of Engineering and 
Technology, Nalanchira, Thiruvananthapuram.

5.	 Resource person in the National Cocoa Conclave 
2025: Transforming Cocoa with Technology, 
Sustainable Growth and Self Reliance, held at 
AAU, Jorhat during 20-21 August 2025 and made 
a presentation on the topic ‘AI-driven innovations 
in cocoa farming for enhanced productivity and 
resilience’.

6.	 Resource person for the FDP on ‘Tech-Harvest: 
Advancing Computer Science & Agricultural 
Research for a Smarter Future’, held at St 
Aloysius (Deemed to be University), Beeri, 
Kotekar, Mangaluru during 18-23 August 2025 
and handled a class on ‘Innovative Agritech for 
Sustainable Development’ on 23 August 2025.

7.	 Resource person in the International Workshop 
on Challenges and Solutions in Coffee Farming: 
Towards a Resilient and Sustainable Wayanad, 
held during 29-30 September 2025 at MSSRF, 
Wayanad and made a presentation on the topic, 
‘The importance of introducing IoT-based smart 
farming techniques in coffee farming’.

8.	 The online indent management system, 

145

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



Awards and Recognitions

‘Farmapp’, was developed and launched for 
ICAR-CTCRI farm. 

Dr. P. Sethuraman Sivakumar

1.	 External Examiner for adjudication of Ph.D. (Ag.) 
Agricultural Extension thesis of Ms. Riza Mathew, 
College of Agriculture, Kerala Agricultural 
University, Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram, 
during January 2025.

2.	 External Examiner for adjudication of M.Sc. 
(Ag.) Agricultural Extension thesis of Mr. Baiju 
G., College of Agriculture, Kerala Agricultural 
University, Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram, 
during January 2025.

3.	 External Examiner for adjudication of Ph.D. 
(Ag.) Agricultural Extension thesis and viva voce 
of Ms. Safna Vatakke Kandy Meethal, College 
of Agriculture, Kerala Agricultural University, 
Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram during February 
and May 2025, respectively.

4.	 Resource person, delivered two invited talks 
on ‘Exploring the advanced research methods 
in behavioural sciences’ and ‘Applications of 
modelling techniques in behavioural sciences’ at 
the ICAR-sponsored short course on Advanced 
Research Methods in Behavioural Sciences for 
the scientists of State Agricultural Universities, 
organised by the Central Training Institute, 
Kerala Agricultural University,  Mannuthy, on 18 
February 2025.

5.	 Panellist, ‘Agro-Industrial Conclave: Agricultur-
al Innovation and Technology Commercialisation 
through Bridging Academia-Industry Collabo-
ration’ organised by the College of Agriculture, 
Kerala Agricultural University, Vellayani on 17 
March 2025.

6.	 Resource person, Invited talk on ‘Emerging 
approaches in measurement and scaling in social 
research’ at the ‘National Young Professionals 
Development Program on New Competencies, 
Career Opportunities and Research Priorities in 
Agricultural Extension’ organised at MANAGE, 
Hyderabad on 26 March 2025.

7.	 Advisory Committee Member, Mr. Chandru 
S., M.Sc. (Ag.) Agricultural Extension student 
of College of Agriculture, Kerala Agricultural 
University, Vellayani, Kerala.

8.	 Doctoral Committee Member, Ms.  Sri Vidhya A. 
P., Ph.D. (Agri-Business Management) student 
of VIT School of Agricultural Innovations 

and Advanced Learning, Vellore Institute of 
Technology, Vellore, Tamil Nadu.

9.	 External Examiner, setting question paper for 
the M.Sc. (Ag.) Extension Course ‘EXT-502: 
Applied Behaviour Change (2+1)’ for the End 
Term 1 Semester Examination 2024-25 conducted 
in March 2025.

10.	 Resource person, delivered invited lecture 
on ‘Emerging approaches in measurement 
and scaling in social research’ at the National 
Young Professionals Development on ‘New 
Competencies, Career Opportunities and 
Research Priorities in Agricultural Extension’ 
from 9-13 June 2025 at MANAGE, Hyderabad.

11.	 Panelist, Panel 1 - Innovating together: 
Advancing root and tuber crops genetic resources 
and breeding through partnerships at the CIP 
symposium on ‘Root and Tuber Crops Research 
and Development in India and South Asia’ held 
on 20 May 2025 at New Delhi.

12.	 Panelist, Panel 3 - IP monetization & technology 
transfer at the golden jubilee conclave on 
‘lP Monetization and Technology Transfer’ 
organized by CSIR-NIIST, Thiruvananthapuram 
on 14 May 2025.

13.	 External Research Adviser, Divisional Research 
Committee (DRC) meeting 2025 of Extension, 
Information, and Statistics (EIS) Division, ICAR-
CIFT, Cochin on 15 May 2025.

14.	 Subject Matter Expert / Resource person, Transfer 
of Technology section at the 38th IRC meeting of 
ICAR-DCR held on 4 September 2025. 

15.	 Resource person, delivered an invited lecture 
on ‘Entrepreneurship in agricultural extension 
- Careers that create change’ at MANAGE 
Agricultural Extension ‘Evening4Learning’ 
Webinar Series from 18-23 August 2025.

16.	 Resource person, delivered an invited lecture 
on ‘ICT and behaviour change communication 
for nutrition improvement’ at the Online 
Collaborative Training Program on ECHO 
Strengthening Post-Harvest Management in Agri 
and Allied Sectors through Farmer-Producer 
Organisations from 19-23 August 2025, organised 
by the Extension Education Institute (Southern 
Region), Hyderabad.

17.	 Resource person, for an invited lecture on 
‘Scaling up of biofortified varieties to combat 
child malnutrition - Methodological perspectives 
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and experiences of ICAR- CTCRI’ at the IIMR-
MANAGE Online Training Programme on 
Biofortification-A Frontier Novel Approach to 
Enrich Micronutrients in Millets to Encounter 
Food and Nutritional Security in India from 1-3 
September 2025.

18.	 External Question Paper Setter, College of PG 
Studies, CAU (Imphal), Umiam for the M.Sc. 
(Ag.) Extension Course MCA-503: Computer 
Applications for Agricultural Extension Research 
(2+1) for August 2025 exams. MCA-613: 
Multimedia and Applications (1 +1).

19.	 External Examiner, Ph.D. thesis of ANGRAU, 
LAM, Guntur.

20.	 Panellist, Workshop on Root and Tuber Vegetable 
Crops on 8 November 2025 as a part of the 11th 
Indian Horticulture Congress and International 
Meet, 2025 on the theme Horticulture for 
Inclusive, Equitable and Sustainable Growth, at 
University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru, 
India. 

21.	 Resource person, and delivered an invited lecture 
on ‘Partnering with research institutions for 
product development’ at the MANAGE CIA 
Saturday Webinar series on 29 November 2025.

22.	 Resource person, and delivered an invited 
lecture on ‘New generation extension research’ 
at the MDP on Leadership Development for 
Heads of Social Sciences from 8-12 December 
2025, organised by NAARM, Hyderabad on 12 
December 2025.

23.	 Resource person, and delivered an invited 
lecture on ‘Sensometrics and applications in 
social science research’ at the ICAR-NAARM 
Training Programme on Psychometry and 
Scaling Methods from 15-19 December 2025 on 
17 December 2025.

Dr. D. Jaganathan

1.	 Visiting Scientist to KVK, Idukki, Kerala for 
providing technological and methodological 
support for strengthening activities of KVK.

2.	 Editor, Journal of Traditional and Folk Practices 
published by Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic 
Garden and Research Institute (JNTBGRI), 
Kerala State Council for Science, Technology, 
and Environment (KSCSTE), Government of 
Kerala.

3.	 Panelist, Land Use Seminar on Coconut Based 

Land Use and Changing Climate on 06 January 
2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

4.	 Convenor, session on Role of Print Media in 
Digital Era - Status, Challenges and Strategies 
in the Workshop on ‘Media in the context of 
changing agriculture' on                 27 January 2025 
at ICAR-CPCRI, Regional Station, Kayamkulam, 
Alappuzha, Kerala.

5.	 Jury Member, for the theme titled ‘Building 
a sustainable and green Viksit Bharat’ in 
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue: State 
Championship on 20 December 2025 at KITTS, 
Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

6.	 Observer (Registration Desk and other duties), 
for the conduct of online CBT for combined 
NET 2025 and preliminary examination for 
ARS, SMS(T6) and STO (T6) 2025 during 12-13 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

7.	 External Examiner, for adjudication of four 
M.Sc., (Ag.) theses of Kerala Agricultural 
University, Thrissur, Kerala.

8.	 Member, Advisory Committee for Ph.D., thesis 
titled ‘Critical analysis of export readiness 
of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) in 
Kerala’ by Ms. Neethu  J.S., KAU, College of 
Agriculture, Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram.

9.	 Nodal Officer, Kisan Saarathi 2.0, ICAR & 
Digital India Corporation.

10.	 Reviewer, Fishery Technology and Journal of 
Economics and Development.

Dr. P. Prakash

1.	 External Examiner, for adjudication of M.Sc., 
(Ag.) thesis of Ms. Merin Paul, College of 
Agriculture, Vellanikkara, Thrissur in January 
2025.

2.	 Evaluator, for Ph.D. student Ms. Adrita Dam, 
Division of Agricultural Economics, ICAR-IARI 
for change of UGC-NET fellowship to SRF on 
04 April 2025.

3.	 Evaluator, International seminar on Innovative 
Polices and Community Led Solutions for 
Sustainable Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture 
held at KAU, College of Agriculture, Vellayani 
on 22 May 2025.

4.	 Member, Advisory Committee, M.Sc. thesis 
titled ‘Farmer collectives in Jack value chains in 
Kerala: A critical analysis’ at the Department of 
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Agricultural Extension, College of Agriculture, 
Vellayani.

5.	 Rapporteur, session on ‘Socio economic 
development and capacity building’ under 
the main theme ‘Transfer of technology 
and commercialization’ in the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, Resilience, 
Entrepreneurship and Sustainability (ISTRTC 
4 NARES) during17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

6.	 Supervisory Invigilator, online CBT for combined 
NET 2025 and preliminary examination for ARS, 
SMS (T6) and STO (T6) 2025 during 12-13 
November 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

7.	 External Expert Member, Progress Review 
Panel for assessing and evaluating the progress 
of the four Ph.D. IARI students for progression 
from Junior Research Fellow to Senior Research 
Fellow on 12 December 2025.

8.	 Reviewer, Indian journal of Agricultural Sciences 
and Sugar Tech.  
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LINKAGES AND COLLABORATIONS IN INDIA AND ABROAD 
International collaborations

LINKAGES AND COLLABORATIONS IN INDIA 
AND ABROAD 

International collaborations

1.	 International Centre for Tropical Agriculture 
(CIAT), Cali, Columbia

2.	 International Potato Centre (CIP), Lima, Peru
Organizations having MoU with ICAR-CTCRI

1.	 Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences 
(Deemed to be University), Coimbatore for 
Academic and Research collaboration

2.	 Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology 
(KIIT) Deemed to be University, Patia, 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha

3.	 Saintgits College of Engineering (Autonomous), 
Kottayam, Kerala

4.	 Kerala State Kudumbashree Mission, State 
Mission, Kerala

5.	 Vedanta Resources Limited, Odisha and with 
Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical 
Sciences and Technology

6.	 Sova Trust Foundation, an NGO based in the 
Sunderbans, West Bengal

7.	 M/s Xobu Foods and Beverages Private 
Limited, Rajahmundry, East Godavari, Andhra 
Pradesh

8.	 M/s Spudnik Foods, Bengaluru, Karnataka
9.	 Government Engineering College, Barton Hill, 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
10.	 Swadeshi Science Movement, (Kerala Chapter 

of Vignan Bharathi) 
11.	 M/s., Cliff Innovations
12.	 M/s., Agripilot Tech Pvt. Ltd.
13.	 M/s. Linga Chemicals Pvt. Ltd., Madurai, 

Tamil Nadu   
14.	 Centre for Innovation in Social Science and 

Action (CISSA), Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
15.	 Regional Agricultural Research Station, 

Pattambi, Kerala
16.	 M/s., Semilon Technologies Private Limited, 

Thiruvananathapuram, Kerala
17.	 M/s., Muruka Food Products

18.	 M/s., Banaza Enterprises
Organizations having MoA with ICAR-CTCRI

1.	 Kerala State Kudumbashree Mission
2.	 M/s Orabio Organic LLP, Bangalore
3.	 Haritha Lakshmi Krishikkoottam, a women 

SHG in Kollam, Kerala 
Linkages through collaborative research and 
extension activities

1.	 ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute, 
New Delhi

2.	 ICAR-Central Institute of Agricultural 
Engineering, Regional Centre, Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu

3.	 ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Technology, 
Kochi, Kerala

4.	 ICAR-Central Institute of Women in 
Agriculture, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

5.	 ICAR-Central Plantation Crops Research 
Institute, Kasaragod, Kerala

6.	 ICAR-Central Institute for Research on Cotton 
Technology, Mumbai, Maharashtra

7.	 ICAR-Indian Institute of Farming Systems 
Research, Modipuram, Uttar Pradesh

8.	 ICAR-Indian Institute of Horticultural 
Research, Bengaluru, Karnataka

9.	 ICAR-Indian Institute of Spices Research, 
Kozhikode, Kerala

10.	 ICAR-National Academy of Agricultural 
Research Management, Hyderabad, Telangana

11.	 ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic 
Resources, New Delhi

12.	 ICAR-National Research Centre for Banana, 
Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu

13.	 ICAR-National Rice Research Institute, 
Cuttack, Odisha

14.	 ICAR Research Complex for NEH Region, 
Barapani, Meghalaya

15.	 ICAR-Sugarcane Breeding Institute, 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

16.	 Agricultural Technology Application Research 
Institute, Bengaluru, Karnataka

17.	 Kerala Agricultural University, Vellanikkara, 
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Kerala 
18.	 Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering 

& Technology (IPT), Kochi, Kerala
19.	 CSIR-NIIST, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
20.	 College of PG Studies in Agricultural Sciences, 

Central Agricultural University (Imphal), 
Umiam, Meghalaya

21.	 Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

22.	 Department of Agriculture, Government of 
Kerala

23.	 Department of Horticulture and Department of 
Agriculture, Government of Odisha

24.	 Department of Horticulture, Government of 
Tamil Nadu 

25.	 Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur, 
Kerala 

26.	 Medical College, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Government of Kerala

27.	 National Institute of Technology, Trichy, Tamil 
Nadu

28.	 Rubber Research Institute of India, Kottayam, 
Kerala

29.	 KVKs of Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, 
Sadanandapuram, Pathanamthitta, Adimali, 
Kumarakom and Kottayam

30.	 KVK, CIFA, Bhubaneswar and Jajpur 
Linkages through project funding 

1.	 Coconut Development Board
2.	 Department of Agriculture and Farmer’s 

Welfare, Government of Kerala
3.	 Department of Science and Technology, 

Government of India
4.	 Department of Biotechnology, Government of 

India
5.	 Government of Odisha
6.	 Government of Kerala
7.	 ICAR, National Agricultural Innovation Fund 

(NAIF), Government of India
8.	 Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB)
9.	 Kerala State Council for Science, Technology 

and Environment (KSCSTE), Government of 
Kerala 

10.	 Kerala State Horticulture Mission, Government 

of Kerala 
11.	 Kerala State Planning Board 
12.	 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD), Government of 
India 

13.	 Protection of Plant Varieties & Farmers’ Rights 
Authority (PPV&FRA)

14.	 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), 
Government of India 

15.	 Small Farmers Agri-business Consortium 
(SFAC), Government of Kerala 

16.	 Centre for Development of Advanced 
Computing (C-DAC), Thiruvananthapuram

17.	 Indian Cardamom Research Institute, (Ministry 
of Commerce), Idukki, Kerala

Others 
1.	 Horticulture Department, West Garo Hills and 

Meghalaya Basin Development Agency
2.	 National Institute of Agricultural Extension 

Management (MANAGE), Hyderabad
3.	 Indian Centre for Research on Innovation and 

Science Policy (CRISP), Hyderabad
4.	 Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee and 

Central Agricultural University (CAU), Imphal
5.	 Kerala State Industrial Development 

Corporation (KSIDC) 
6.	 Kerala Start-up Mission, Department of 

Agriculture, Government of Kerala 
7.	 Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Tura, Meghalaya. 
8.	 Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Namsai, Arunachal 

Pradesh 
9.	 Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Thenkasi and Karur, 

Tamil Nadu
10.	 Madurai Agribusiness Incubation Forum of 

NABARD, Madurai 
11.	 North Eastern Hill University, Tura Campus, 

Meghalaya
12.	 Sagoserve, Salem, Tamil Nadu 
13.	 Department of Agriculture in Koraput, 

Kandhamal and Ranchi districts 
14.	 WASSAN & RRA Network 
15.	 Aati Pual Mushroom (opc) Pvt. Ltd.
16.	 Vegetable and Fruit Promotion Council 

Keralam 

Linkages and Collaborations in India and Abroad 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Research Papers
1.	 Ajesh, G., Jayaprakas, C.A., Sangeetha, B.G. and 

Krishnan, J.U. 2025. Assessment of cassava leaf bio-
fumigant efficacy against Tribolium castaneum and 
Rhyzopertha dominica and their symbiotic bacteria 
compared to the classical fumigant phosphine: 
Sustainable stored grain pest management using 
cassava leaf bio-fumigant. Journal of Biological 
Control, 39(1): 88-105. (NAAS score: 5.46).

2.	 Akhila P. Subhash, Veena, S.S., Makeshkumar, T. 
and Anith, K.N. 2025. Piriformospora indica and 
Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Fungus suppress fungal 
root rot and mosaic diseases of cassava. Symbiosis, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13199-025-01044-3. (NAAS 
score: 8.10).

3.	 Akilan, L.K., Anuradha, T., Soni, K.B., Swapna 
Alex and Krishna Radhika, N. 2025. Effective 
hygromycin concentration for selection of transformed 
embryogenic calli of cassava variety H-226. J. Appl. 
Hortic., 27(1): 24-26. (NAAS score: 5.43)

4.	 Amrutha Lakshmi, M., Arutselvan, R., Indraja, M., 
Challa, G.K. and Ramachandrudu, K. 2025.  First 
identification of Curvulariax ishuangbannaensis 
Tibpromma & K.D. Hyde, sp. nov as a causal agent 
of leaf spot in oil palm nurseries and evaluation 
of fungicidal efficacy. J. Hortic. Sci., 20(2): 1-8. 
https://doi.org/10.24154/jhs.v20i2.3877. (NAAS 
score: 6.20).

5.	 Amrutha Rajeev, Jacob, D., Shalini Pillai, P., 
Santhosh Mithra, V.S., Nisha, S.K. and Sheeja K. 
Raj. 2025. Influence of sowing date on fruit yield 
of okra varieties. Int. J. Res. Agron., 8(12): 01-06. 
(NAAS score: 5.20).

6.	 Anushka, S.R., Santhoshkumar, T., Harish, E.R. 
and Narayana, R. 2025.  Management of sucking 
pests of tapioca.  Int. J. Adv. Biochem. Res., 9(10): 
489-493.  (NAAS score: 5.29).

7.	 Arutselvan, R., Kumar, S., Akash, A.U., Greeshma, K.,  
Sinha,  S.S.,  A.S. Khan,   Pati,  K., 
Chauhan,  V.B.S., Gowda, H.K.,   Pradhan,  S., 
Jeeva, M.L., Veena, S.S., Makeshkumar, T.,  Meena, M., 
Sangeetha, B.G., Laxminarayana, K. and Nedunchezhiyan, 
M. 2025. Deciphering the complex signaling networks in  
Phytophthora infected plants: Insights into  
microbiome interactions and plant defense mechanisms. 
Plant Physiol. Biochem., 228, 110222. (NAAS 
score: 12.10).

8.	 Ashokkumar, K., Murugan, M., Murugesan, P. and 
Thangaraj, V. 2025. Millingtonia hortensis L.f. (tree 
jasmine): Botany, ethnopharmacology, chemical 

constituents, biological activities of extracts and 
essential oils-an updated review. Discov. Plants 2, 
22. https://doi.org/10.1007/s44372-025-00107-5. 

9.	 Bhattarai, R., Sulochana, G., Maheta, R.G., Severn-
Ellis, A., Pati, K., Sruthi, N.U., Samson, A. and 
Johnson, S. 2025. Comparative analysis of bioactives 
and protein characteristics in six genotypes of yam 
bean tubers. Sustain Food Technol., 3: 2074-2087. 
DOI: 10.1039/D5FB00398A. (IF: 5.3; NAAS score: 
11.30).

10.	 Byju, G. 2024. Role of plant nutrition in food 
security: Achievements, aspirations and action 
plan. J. Indian Soc. Soil Sci., 72 (Supplement): 
S66-S77. (NAAS score: 5.34). 

11.	 Chauhan, V.B.S., Gowda, H.K., Mohapatra, P., 
Mallick, S.N., Nedunchezhiyan, M., Gangadharan, 
B., Sahoo, M.R., Pati, K., Arutselvan, R., Shahid, 
M. and Verma, A.K. 2025. Harnessing genotype 
× environment interaction and advanced selection 
indices for nutritional enhancement in taro (Colocasia 
esculenta (L.) Schott). Food Chem., 473: 142938. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodchem.2025.142938. 
(NAAS score: 14.50).

12.	 Cherian, M.G., Makeshkumar, T., Sreekumar, J. and 
Suja, G. 2025. Assessment of yield performance of 
elephant foot yam varieties against natural infection 
of Dasheen mosaic virus under field conditions. 
Virus Dis., 36: 484–495. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s13337-025-00929-7. (NAAS score: 5.83).

13.	 De, S., Nayak, P.P., Nayak, A., Garnaik, S., Kumar, 
S., Das, S., Sivakumar, P.S., Raju, S. and Panda, 
S. 2025. Synergistic control of Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa biofilms using Limosilactobacillus 
fermentum and preservation factors. Food Biosci., 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fbio.2025.107797. (NAAS 
score: 11.90).

14.	 Drishya, P., Jayaprakas, C.A., Siji. J.V. and Sangeetha, 
B.G. 2025. Molecular identification and phylogenetic 
analysis of spiralling whitefly (Aleurodicus dispersus) 
Russell (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae) from different 
agro-ecological zones of Kerala, India. Entomon., 
50(3): 291-298. https://doi.org/10.33307/entomon.
v50i3.1523. (NAAS score: 5.24). 

15.	 Gajbhiye, N.A., Saha, T.N., Kadam, G.B., Saravanan, 
R., Shabeer, T.P.A., Karne, S., Prasad, K.V. and 
Kumar, S.P.J. 2025. Chemoprofiling of essential oils 
from Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. flowers: 
Delineation of genotypic variations for industrial 
applications. Ind. Crops and Prod., 230: 121137.

16.	 Gomathi, S., Murugesan, P., Sujatha, K., Daniel, B.A., 
Ashwini, A., Venudevan, B., Alex, A.V., Perinba, 
S.C. and Thangamuniyandi, M. 2025. Nutrition, 
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breeding and biotechnology of leguminous root 
crops for food security: Yam bean, African yam 
bean and winged bean. Plant Sci. Today, 12(sp3): 
01–11. https:/doi.org/10.14719/pst.9638. (NAAS 
score: 6.70).

17.	 Gowda, K.H., Amarananjundeswara, H., Fakrudin, B., 
Vasudeva, K.R., Doddabasappa, B. and Kattegoudar, 
J. 2025. Biochemical characterization, sensory 
evaluation, instrumental colour profiling and selection 
of nutritional-rich genotypes through hierarchical 
cluster analysis, multivariate analysis and multi-
trait genotype ideotype-distance index in potato 
(Solanum tuberosum L.). Potato Res., https://doi.
org/10.1007/s11540-025-09852-2. (NAAS score: 
8.90).

18.	 Gowda, K.H., Amarananjundeswara, H., Fakrudin, B., 
Vasudeva, K.R., Kattegoudar, J. and Doddabasappa, B. 
2025. Genetic variability, heritability and divergence 
analysis for growth, yield and nutritional quality 
parameters in potato (Solanum tuberosum L.). Int. 
J. Adv. Biochem. Res., 9(2): 633-647. (NAAS score: 
5.29).

19.	 Gowda, K.H., Amarananjundeswara, H., Fakrudin, B., 
Vasudeva, K.R., Kattegoudar, J. and Doddabasappa, 
B. 2025. Genetic parameters, phenotypic diversity, 
selection differential and gain analysis through EFA, 
HCA and multivariate analysis for growth, yield and 
yield components in potato (Solanum tuberosum L.). 
Gene Rep., 40: 102225. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
genrep.2025.102225. (NAAS score: 7.00).

20.	 Gowda, K.H., Chauhan, V.B.S., Nedunchezhiyan, 
M., Pradeepika, C., Senthilkumar, K.M., Chandra, V., 
Byju, G., Sahoo, M.R., Pati, K. and Arutselvan, R., 
2025. Genotype × environment interaction analysis 
and simultaneous selection using AMMI, BLUP, 
GGE biplot and MTSI under drought condition in 
sweet potato. J. Soil Sci. Pl. Nutrition, 25(1): 1-18. 
(NAAS score: 9.90).

21.	 Greeshma, P.R., Leno, N., Rani, B., Byju, G., Isaac, 
S.R. and Gladis, R. 2025. Temporal variation in 
micronutrient content in soil amended with thermo 
chemical organic fertilizer prepared from different 
reagent combinations. Int. J.  Plant Soil Sci., 37(10): 
476-482. (NAAS score: 5.07).  

22.	 Harish, E.R., Chellappan, M., Makeshkumar, T., 
Mathew, D. and Varghese, E. 2025. Behavioural and 
physiological responses of whitefly, Bemisia tabaci 
to virus infection in cassava (Manihot esculenta 
Crantz). Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata, 
173: 1034-1047. DOI: 10.1111/eea.13610. (NAAS 
score: 7.90).

23.	 Hasmi Sulain, K.K., Saravanan, R., Makasana, J., 

Krishnakumar T. and Safia, S. 2025. Comparative 
study of extraction methods and screening of cassava 
genotypes for high stem starch yield: A potential 
industrial source. Starch‐Stärke, 77(3): e202400158. 
(NAAS score: 8.60).

24.	 Jaganathan, D., Sheela Immanuel, Prakash, P. 
and Muthuraj, R. 2024. Mapping of women and 
men empowerment in Chinese potato cultivation 
in Tamil Nadu: A comparative analysis. J. Root 
Crops, 50(2): 33-37. 

25.	 Kaviyarasu, P., Sujatha, K., Murugesan, P., Alex 
Albert, V., Ragavan, T., Anand, G. and Elamparithi, 
R. 2025. Advanced seed invigoration technologies 
in okra (Abelmoschus esculentus L. Moench). J. 
Environ. Biol., 46: 1-9. DOI: http://doi.org/10.22438/
jeb/46/1/MRN-5297. (NAAS score: 6.60).

26.	 Krishna, Y.N., Parveen, S., Krishnakumar, T., 
Anand, M. and Gurusamy, K. 2025. Tailoring 
cassava starch properties: A study on heat-moisture 
treatment (HMT) and annealing (ANN) for enhanced 
functional applications. Plant Sci. Today, 12: 8250. 
(NAAS score: 6.70).

27.	 Krishnakumar, T., Sajeev, M.S., Pradeepika, C., 
Jeevarathinam, G., Chelladurai, V. and Velmurugan, 
M. 2025.  Drying kinetics, quality characteristics 
and mathematical modelling of circular shaped 
cassava slices: Effect of varieties, thickness and 
drying methods. J. Food Process Eng., 49: e70334. 
(NAAS score: 8.90).

28.	 Krishnakumar, T., Sajeev, M.S., Pradeepika, C., 
Muthuraj, R. and Jaganathan, D. 2024. Determination 
of engineering properties of Chinese potato tubers 
(Plectranthus rotundifolius): Implications for designing 
a grading equipment. J. Root Crops, 50(2): 61-64.

29.	 Krishnan, J.U., Gigi, G., Mathiyil Subramanian, 
A., Harish, E.R. and Radhakrishnan, R.K. 2025. 
Where you serve the food matters over the quality 
and quantity for the insect visitors in the spatially 
separated male and female flowers within the spadix 
of banana cultivar, Musa acuminata var. Robusta. 
Orient. Insects, 59(4): 605–618. https://doi.org/10.1
080/00305316.2025.2520579. (NAAS score: 6.60).

30.	 Laxminarayana, K. and Aswin, K.V. 2024. Inorganic 
fractionation of nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium 
as influenced by INM practices in elephant foot yam 
- black gram system. J. Root Crops, 50(2): 38-48.

31.	 Lekshmi, G.S., Devidas, A.R., Raji, P., Byju, G. and 
Hariprasad, K.M. 2025. Enhancing coconut yield 
potential: A climate-smart land suitability analysis 
using machine learning. Smart Agric. Technol., 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.atech.2025.101087. (IF: 
5.7; NAAS score: 11.70).

Publications 
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Publications 

32.	 Lekshmi, K.M., Ajay Prabhakumar, J., Suresh Kumar, 
J. and Sunitha, S. 2024. Biochemical changes in 
greater yam (Dioscorea alata) tubers at different 
stages of maturity. J. Root Crops, 50(2): 65-68. 

33.	 Meenakshi Kailas, Jacob, D., Shalini Pillai, P., 
Santhosh Mithra, V.S., Nisha, S.K., Sheeja K. Raj. 
and Jince Mary M. Joy. 2025. Influence of sowing 
date on pod yield of yard long bean varieties. Int. 
J. Res. Agron., 8(12): 37-42. (NAAS score: 5.20).

34.	 Mukherjee, A., Bharadwaj, P., Bharadwaj, D., 
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telecasted ahead of the ‘Viksit Krishi Sankalp 
Abhiyan - Pre-Kharif 2025’ campaign conducted 
from 29 May to 12 June 2025, 23 May 2025.

2.	 Suja, G. 2025. Short telecast about PM Dhan Dhanya 
Krishi Yojana, Doordharshan News, 18 July 2025.

3.	 Harish, E.R. 2025. Pest management using cassava 
biopesticides in Central government schemes for doubling 
farmer's income, in Janam TV, 08 November 2025.
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PARTICIPATION OF STAFF MEMBERS IN SCIENTIFIC EVENTS/
SEMINARS/SYMPOSIA/CONFERENCE/WORKSHOP/MEETINGS

Sl. 
No. Name of the programme Particulars of the programme Name of the participants

1 National seminar on Harnessing 
Plantation Sector for Sustainable 
Development Goals

ICAR-CPCRI, Kasaragod, Kerala
03-05 January 2025

Dr. D. Jaganathan

2 Scientific Advisory Committee 
meeting

KVK, Kumarakom, Kottayam
06 January 2025

Dr. S. Sunitha

3 Land use seminar on Coconut 
Based Land Use and Changing 
Climate

Mascot Hotel, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
06 January 2025

Dr. D. Jaganathan

4 Workshop on LSG-SLNA WDC 
PMKSY 2.0- IoT Enabled 
Watershed 

Institute of Land Disaster 
Management, PTP Nagar, 
Thiruvananthapuram
07 January 2025

Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

5 Final meeting of Quinquennial 
Review Team (QRT VIII)

ICAR- CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
08-10 January 2025

All scientists

6 Industry Meet organized as part of 
QRT meeting

ICAR-CTCRI 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
08 January 2025

Dr. G. Suja

7 Scientist- farmer- industry meet-
cum- workshop on Leveraging 
Innovation Ecosystems for 
Building Sustainable Tuber Crops 
Entrepreneurship in India

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram
09 January 2025

All scientists

8 7th International conference on 
Agriculture for Food Security & 
Nutrition (Agri Vision-2025)

OUAT, Bhubaneswar
17-19 January 2025

Dr. K. Hanume Gowda 

9 National conference on Emerging 
Issues and Sustainable Strategies 
in Plant Health Management: A 
Global Perspective, organised by 
Indian Society of Phytopathology

Nagpur, Maharashtra
19-21 January 2025

Dr. M.L. Jeeva

10 Workshop on Media in the Context 
of Changing Agriculture

ICAR-CPCRI, Regional Station, 
Kayamkulam, Alappuzha, Kerala
27 January 2025

Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra 
Dr. D. Jaganathan

11 Quarterly Review Meeting of 
Scientists

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
28-29 January 2025

All Scientists

12 Webinar on the topic Ethics of 
Research Publication

NAAS-YUVA
31 January 2025

Dr. K.I. Asha 

13 National symposium on Nematode 
Management in Agriculture

Syngenta, Goa
03-04 February 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

14 41st Scientific Advisory Committee 
Meeting of KVK

ICAR-KVK Mitraniketan, 
Vellanad, Thiruvananthapuram
05 February 2025

Dr. S.S. Veena

15 37th Kerala Science Congress Kerala Agricultural University, 
Trichur, Kerala
7-10 February 2025

Dr. K. Susan John

16 Meeting for submission of QRT 
Report of ICAR-CTCRI & AICRP 
TC

NAAS Complex, New Delhi
10 February 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. G. Suja
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17 Annual Review Meeting of ICAR-
ZTMCs/ITMUs/ABIs in the 
discipline of Hort. Science Division 
(Online)

New Delhi
13 February 2025

Dr. P.S. Sivakumar

18 30th Foundation Day of ICAR-
CIWA, Bhubaneswar Bhubaneswar

17 February 2025
Dr. K. Laxminarayana

19 International conference on One 
Health Perspectives in Global Plant 
Protection Research 2025

TNAU, Coimbatore
19-21 February 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar

20 17thAgricultural Science Congress 
2025 G.B. Pant University of 

Agriculture and Technology 
(GBPUAT), Pantnagar
20-22 February 2025

Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra 
Dr. J. Suresh Kumar

21 National Brainstorming 
workshop on Tuber Crops 
Mechanization and Strategic 
Vision for Food Security and 
Sustainability

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
21 February 2025

All Scientists

22 National conference on Current 
Trends in Agricultural Research 
and Extension Services: Shaping 
the Future of Sustainable 
Agriculture and Food Security

RARI, Jaipur, Rajasthan
23-25 February 2025

Dr. P. Prakash

23 Seed Festival Kanjikuzhi panchayat, Alappuzha 
district, Kerala
24 February 2025

Dr. Susan John K.
Dr. S.N. Rahana

24 Project committee meeting of 
Rainbow Diet Campaign Odisha 
project

Office of the DDH, Keonjhar, 
Odisha
25 February 2025

Dr. P.S. Sivakumar 
Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan 
Dr. S.K. Jata

25 Scientific Advisory Committee 
meeting

KVK, Tirupathisaram, Kanya 
Kumari, Tamil Nadu
27 February 2025

Dr. Sheela Immanuel

26 Orientation workshop on Mission 
Karmayogi

Capacity Building Commission, 
NASC Complex, New Delhi
27 February 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

27 14th National symposium on 
Coastal Agriculture (NSCA 2025): 
Harnessing Fragile Coastal 
Ecosystem for Food and 
Environmental Security

ICAR-Central Research Institute 
for Jute and Allied Fibres, 
Barrackpore, Kolkata, West Bengal
28 February- 03 March 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

28 International conference on 
Emerging Trends in Agricultural 
Sciences and Technologies-2.0 
(ETAST 2.0)

Department of Agriculture and 
Agricultural Engineering
06-07 March 2025

Dr. T. Krishnakumar

29 International Women's Day 2025 
Celebration

ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram
07 March 2025

All Staff

30 Global conference on 
Innovations to Impact: Gender 
Transformative Approach for 
Sustainable Agri-food System

ICAR-CIWA, Bhubaneswar
08-10 March 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

31 First meeting of X RAC ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram
10-11 March 2025

All Scientists

32 Webinar on Patents in Agriculture National Research Institute for 
Integrated Pest Management,  
New Delhi 
20 March 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar
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33 Webinar on Copyrights National Research Institute for 
Integrated Pest Management, New 
Delhi
21 March 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

34 Golden Jubilee Celebration of 
KVK, Mitraniketan, Vellanad, 
Thiruvananthapuram

KVK, Mitraniketan, Vellanad, 
Thiruvananthapuram
24 March 2025

Dr. S.S. Veena

35 DUS review meeting PPVFRA at Plant Authority 
Bhawan, New Delhi
24-25 March 2025

Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra 
Dr. S.N. Rahana

36 Board of Studies meeting of ICAR-
IARI-IIHR, Bengaluru hub

25 March 2025 Dr. T. Makeshkumar

37 Meeting to discuss and finalize 
domain specific course for hosting 
on i-GOT Karmayogi platform 

ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram
26 March 2025

Dr. Sheela Immanuel

38 Scientific Advisory Committee 
Meeting

ICAR-KVK, RVS, Urmelalagian, 
Tenkasi district Tamil Nadu
26 March 2025

Dr. R. Muthuraj

39 38th Foundation Day celebrations of 
ICAR-CIFA

ICAR-CIFA, Bhubaneswar
01 April 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

40 CVRC meeting for presentation 
of proposals for notification of 
varieties Sree Aadya (Arrowroot) 
and Sree Dhrona (White yam)

04 April 2025 Dr. K.I. Asha 

41 3rd Utkal Krishi Mela Centurion University, 
Parlakhemundi, Gajapati, Odisha 
07-08 April 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

42 CGIAR Science Week UN Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya 
07-12 April 2025

Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar

43 International seminar on New 
Horizons in Plant Sciences (NHPS 
2025)

Department of Botany, University 
of Kerala, Kariyavattom, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
08-10 April 2025

Dr. A. Asha Devi
Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil

44 Webinar on Become a Smart 
Researcher: Essential Tips and 
Step-by-Step Guide to ONOS 
and Springer Nature Platforms 
(Online)  

Springer India 
17 April 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

45 Lecture on Multiple Genome 
Editing for vegetable Crop 
Improvement (Online)

Horticulture Division, ICAR, New 
Delhi
17 April 2025

Dr. S.N. Rahana 

46 National workshop on Celebrating 
Tribal Ingenuity: Strategies for 
Protecting, Valuing, and Marketing 
Tribal Farmers' Varieties, 
Innovations and Geographical 
Assets 

Regional Station, ICAR-CTCRI, 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha 
01 May 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar
Dr. D. Jaganathan 
Dr. T. Krishnakumar

47 51st IRC meeting of ICAR-CTCRI ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram
05-07 May 2025

All Scientists

48 38th Foundation Day of ICAR-
CIWA

ICAR-CIWA, Bhubaneswar
13 May 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

49 Webinar on Navigate the World 
of Scientific Article Writing: 
From Manuscript S t ructure to 
Publication (Online)

Springer India
15 May 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

50 Board of Studies meeting of 
ICAR-IARI-IIHR Bengaluru 
Hub

ICAR-IIHR, Bengaluru 
15 May 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar
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51 XXV Annual Group Meeting of 
ICAR-AICRP on Tuber Crops 

Sri Konda Laxman Telangana 
Horticultural University, 
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad 
19-20 May 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. G. Suja
Dr. M.R. Sahoo
Dr. J. Sreekumar
Dr. A.N. Jyothi
Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan
Dr. Susan John K.
Dr. S.S. Veena
Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil
Dr. A. Asha Devi
Dr. H. Kesava Kumar
Dr. Kalidas Pati

52 Directors' & VC Conference NASC Complex, PUSA campus, 
New Delhi 
20 May 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar

53 Symposium on Root and Tuber 
Crops Research and Development 
in India and South Asia 

CIP, ICAR and Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, 
Govt of India at The Oberoi Hotel, 
New Delhi 
20 May 2025

Dr. P.S. Sivakumar

54 Inaugural meeting of Viksit 
Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA 
2025) (Online)

24 May 2025 Dr. Sheela Immanuel

55 Inaugural programme of Viksit 
Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA 
2025) 

KVK, Puri, Odisha 
29 May 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

56 Regional Mango Diversity Show 
at CHES

CHES, ICAR-IIHR, Bhubaneswar 
29 May 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

57 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. Sheela Immanuel 
Dr. S.S. Veena

58 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK Alappuzha, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. K.I. Asha

59 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Trissur, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. M.S. Sajeev
Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil

60 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Pathanamthitta, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. C. Mohan

61 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kasaragod, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. V. Ramesh

62 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kollam, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. A. Asha Devi

63 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Wayanad, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. P.S. Sivakumar

64 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK Idukki, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. E.R. Harish

65 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kannur, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. R. Muthuraj

66 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kottayam, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. Jeena Mathew

67 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Ernakulam, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. S. N. Rahana

68 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Malappuram, Kerala 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. P. Prakash

69 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Rayagada, Odisha 
29 May 2025 to 02 June 2025

Dr. Kalidas Pati 
Dr. Hanume Gowda 
Dr. R. Arutselvan

70 VKSA 2025 KVK, Rayagada, Odisha 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan
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71 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kollam, Kerala 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. Susan John K.

72 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kasaragod, Kerala 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

73 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kottayam, Kerala 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. Saravanan Raju

74 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Palakkad, Kerala 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. K. Sunilkumar

75 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK Kozhikode, Kerala 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

76 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Ernakulam, Kerala 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. B.G. Sangeetha

77 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kannur, Kerala 
03-07 June 2025

Dr. T. Krishnakumar

78 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK Alappuzha, Kerala 
08-12 June 2025

Dr. M. L. Jeeva

79 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Palakkad, Kerala 
08-12 June 2025

Dr. J. Suresh Kumar

80 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Kozhikkode, Kerala 
08-12 June 2025

Dr. C. Pradeepika

81 VKSA Pre Kharif 2025 KVK, Rayagada, Odisha 
09-12 June 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

83 Closing ceremony of Viksit 
Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan Pre 
Kharif 2025 (Online)

Surat, Gujarat 
12 June 2025

All Scientists

84 National policy dialogue on Scaling 
up Biofortified Crops to Address 
Childhood Malnutrition in the 
Tribal Areas at Keonjhar under 
Rainbow Diet Campaign project.

18 June 2025 Dr. K. Laxminarayana

85 HH Sree Visakham Thirunal 
Endowment Lecture 2025

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
23 June 2025

All Scientists

86 VKSA final meeting (Online) 24 June 2025 Dr. Sheela Immanuel
87 ICAR- CTCRI Foundation Day ICAR-CTCRI, 

Thiruvananthapuram 
11 July 2025

All Scientists

88 Understanding the POSH Act 
2013: Prevention, Prohibition and 
Redressal of Sexual Harassment at 
Workplace

ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 
14 July 2025

All Staff

89 Online training/workshop on 
Springer nature platforms for 
ONOS members

Springer India
15 July 2025

Dr. K. Sunilkumar

90 Symposium on Nematodes on 
the Move: Building Resilience 
and Sustainability Through 
International Collaboration and 
Better Policies (Online)

Society of Nematologists 
15-16 July 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

Participation of Staff Members in Scientific Events
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91 ICAR-CTCRI-PepsiCo interface 
on Tuber Crops Value Chain 
Development for Snack Food 
Innovation 

ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 
18 July 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. G. Suja
Dr. T. Makeshkumar
Dr. M.R. Sahoo
Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan
Dr. M.S. Sajeev
Dr. C. Mohan
Dr. P.S. Sivakumar
Dr. Saravanan Raju
Dr. E.R. Harish
Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra
Dr. J. Suresh Kumar
Dr. T. Krishnakumar
Dr. P. Prakash
Dr. C. Pradeepika

92 Institutional Biosafety Committee 
meeting

21 July 2025 Dr. G. Byju
Dr. T. Makeshkumar
Dr. J. Sreekumar
Dr. M. L. Jeeva
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar
Dr. N. Krishna Radhika
Dr. T.P. Sujatha 

93 Genome Editing project review 
meeting 

ICAR- IIHR, Bangaluru 
23 July 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar

94 Meeting with Director, ICAR-
ATARI, Zone XI, Bangaluru in 
connection with Viksit Bharat @ 
2047 and Viksit Krishi Sankalp 
Abhiyan (VKSA)

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
26 July 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. P.S. Sivakumar 
Dr. D. Jaganathan

95 First half yearly meeting of TOLIC 
(Office - I), Thiruvananthapuram 
for the year 2025-26 

PMG Office, Thiruvananthapuram 
30 July 2025

Dr. A. Asha Devi

96 Inauguration of the Mass 
Sensitisation Programme of Kerala 
Climate Resilient Agri Value Chain 
Modernisation Programme (KERA) 
project

Hotel Dimora Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala 
30 July 2025

Dr. G. Suja
Dr. S. Sunitha
Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

97 Live web telecast of PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi & Scientist 
-Farmer Interface on Improved 
Technologies of Tuber Crops 
(Online)

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
02 August 2025

All staff members

98 Meeting with DDG (Hort.) for 
Vision 2050 presentation

04 August 2025 Dr. T. Makeshkumar

99 UGC scholarship Nodal officers 
meeting (Online) 

06 August 2025 Dr. T. Makeshkumar

100 Stakeholder workshop on 
identifying priority opportunity 
crops

MSSRF, Chennai  
19-20 August 2025

Dr. V. Ramesh

101 State level seminar on Coconut 
and Tuber Crops Based Agrifood 
Systems for Resilience and 
Sustainable Income sponsored 
by Coconut Development Board, 
Kochi, Kerala 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kamrup, 
Assam 
22 August 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. G. Suja
Dr. D. Jaganathan

102 Meeting for preparation of detail 
cost norms of the vegetables, fruits, 
spices, aromatics and nurseries, etc. 
under MIDH (NHM) for the year 
2025-26

Directorate of Horticulture, Krushi 
Bhavan, Bhubaneswar 
22 August 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana
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103 Meeting of the Board of Studies in 
Botany (UG) 

University College, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
22 August 2025

Dr. A. Asha Devi

104 Regional workshop on Climate 
Resilience in Agriculture under 
KERA Project 

Forte Manor Hotel, 
Thiruvananthapuram
25 August 2025

Dr. D. Jaganathan 
Dr. P. Prakash

105 Institute Biosafety committee 
meeting at ICAR-NRC on 
Banana

ICAR-NRC, Trichy
28 August 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar

106 SeedGram 2025–2030: District-
Level Inauguration and Distribution 
of planting materials, farm tools & 
equipments for Scheduled Caste 
Farmers under ICAR-AICRP on 
Tuber Crops

Cherthala, Kerala 
29 August 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. G. Suja
Dr. J. Sreekumar

107 Final Thesis Viva Voce of Miss. 
Minerva Majhi, M.Sc. (Ag) student

Department of Vegetable Science, 
College of Agriculture, OUAT, 
Bhubaneswar on 29 August 2025

Dr. K. Hanume Gowda

108 Final Thesis Viva Voce of Mr. 
Swaraj Swadhin Pradhan, M.Sc. 
(Ag) student 

Department of Soil Science & 
Agricultural Chemistry, College of 
Agriculture, OUAT, Bhubaneswar 
on 29 August 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

109 Final Thesis Viva Voce presentation 
of Mr. Chandra Sekhar Sethy, M.Sc. 
(Ag) student

Department of Vegetable Science, 
College of Agriculture, OUAT, 
Bhubaneswar on 30 August 2025

Dr. Kalidas Pati

110 State level workshop on ‘Viksit 
Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan - Rabi 
2025’ (Online)

03 September 2025 Dr. Sheela Immanuel 
Dr. D. Jaganathan

111 Screening committee for 
scrutinization of new proposals 
under the State Plan Scheme 
‘Innovative Projects’ 

Krushi Bhavan, Bhubaneswar, 
Directorate of Horticulture, Govt. 
of Odisha 
09 September 2025

Dr. K. Laxminarayana

112 Symposium on Scientific Insight: 
Pioneering Perspectives for signing 
of a MoU between 8 leading 
national instituteS

Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for 
Medical Sciences & Technology 
(SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram 
10 September 2025

Dr. G. Byju 
Dr. G. Suja 
Dr. A.N. Jyothi 
Dr. S. Sivakumar

113 Discussion on Management of 
Horticultural Genetic Resources 
under CRP on Agro-Biodiversity 
for the Phase 2026-31 with a focus 
on characterizing and evaluating 
the germplam conserved at ICAR-
CTCRI (Online)

ICAR-IIHR, Bengaluru 
11 September 2025

Dr. K.I. Asha

114 Workshop on Smart Krishi: 
Digital Yugathile Karshaka 
Munnattathinu 

Panavoor, Thiruvananthapuram 
12 September 2025

Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

115 KSCSTE workshop on Sustainable 
Science and Technology solutions 
for Tribal Development at 
Aralam, Chaired group meeting 
on Livelihood through Agriculture 
Interventions.

Aralam wildlife sanctuary, 
Valayanchal, Kannur 
12 September 2025

Dr. K. Sunilkumar

116 Mid Term Review Meeting of the 
XXVII ICAR Regional Committee-
II (Online)

12 September 2025 Dr. K. Laxminarayana
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117 Webinar on Nematode Genomics 
and Effectoromics- From 
Sex Determination to Host 
Manipulation (Online)

Young Nematologists Network
18 September 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

118 ICAR-CTCRI and CIP 
Scientists Interaction meeting

ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 
19 September 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. T. Makeshkumar 
Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil 
Dr. G. Suja
Dr. M.R. Sahoo 
Dr. A.N. Jyothi 
Dr. J. Sreekumar 
Dr. M. L. Jeeva
Dr. S. Sunitha 
Dr. M.S. Sajeev 
Dr. E.R. Harish
Dr. H. Kesava Kumar 
Dr. B.G. Sangeetha 
Dr. C. Pradeepika 
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar 
Dr. P. Prakash

119 Kerala Biotechnology Council 
meeting

26 September 2025 Dr. T. Makeshkumar

120 First AGM of All India Network 
Programme on Natural Farming

Agriculture University, Kota, 
Rajasthan 
26-28 September 2025

Dr. G. Suja

121 Interaction meeting between ICAR-
CTCRI officials and Government 
officials of Haryana (Online)

30 September 2025 Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil

122 Review meeting of the project, 
Germplasm Exchange, 
Improvement and Testing 
Advanced Clean Seed Technology 
in Cassava' 

Biovarsity International & 
CIATAlliance collaborative, New 
Delhi 
06 October 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar

123 DAESI programme KVK, Kumarakom, Kottayam 
06 October 2025

Dr. S. Sunitha

124 Meeting for discussing the laws 
and rules of biodiversity and 
ideas relating to conservation of 
biodiversity

KSBB, Thiruvananthapuram 
07 October 2025

Dr. K.I. Asha 
Dr. A. Asha Devi

125 Live webcast of the address on the 
Launching of PM Dhan-Dhaanya 
Krishi Yojana and Mission for 
Aatmanirbharata in Pulses' (Online)

ICAR-IARI, New Delhi 
11 October 2025

All Staff

126 Stakeholders Consultation Workshop Sahakarana Bhavan, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
14 October 2025

Dr. S. Sunitha

127 Policy consultation workshop on 
Wild Edibles with the Review 
meeting

KSCSTE, Sasthra Bhavan, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
16 October 2025

Dr. K.I. Asha

128 Seminar on Eugene Garfield 
and the Science of Scientific 
Communication

KSCSTE, Pattom, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
22 October 2025

Ms. B.S. Deepa

129 Review meeting of CRPVD project ICAR-IVRI, Bengaluru 
23-24 October 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar

130 Second Stakeholders Consultation 
meeting (Online)

PPVFRA, New Delhi
26 October 2025

Dr. S.N. Rahana

131 Vigilance Awareness week 2025- 
Integrity pledge 

ICAR-CTCRI 
27 October 2025

All Staff

Participation of Staff Members in Scientific Events

186

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



132 Valedictory function of the 
vigilance awareness week 2025

ICAR-CTCRI 
31 October 2025

All Staff

133 Rashtriya Ekta Diwas pledge and 
unity walk

ICAR-CTCRI 
31 October 2025

All Staff

134 International conference 
on Libraries Empowering 
Communities: Global Perspectives 

P.N. Panicker Foundation, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
02-03 November 2025

Ms. B.S. Deepa

135 New Project Proposal meeting KSBB HQ, Thiruvananthapuram 
06 November 2025

Dr. K.I. Asha

136 11th Indian Horticultural 
Congress and International Meet 
on Horticulture for Inclusive, 
Equitable and Sustainable Growth 

Indian Academy of Horticultural 
Sciences, GKVK, Bengaluru 
06-09 November 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. P. Murugesan
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar 
Dr. T. Makeshkumar

137 Vande mataram, a solemn mass 
singing

07 November 2025 All Staff

138 Training for the ASRB exam Multidata, Thiruvananthapuram 
11 November 2025

Dr. P. Murugesan
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar

139 International symposium on 
Tropical Root & Tuber Crops 
for Nutrition, Agri-food systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 
NARES)

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram
17-21 November 2025

All Scientific and 
Technical staff

140 Stakeholder interface on Fostering 
Global Partnerships and Business 
Models for Tropical Tuber Crops 
(Harnessing science, partnerships, 
and enterprise for global impact)

ICAR-CTCRI and AgrInnovate 
India Ltd.
20 November 2025

All Scientific and 
Technical staff

141 Mid-term review meeting of AICRP 
on Tuber Crops

ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram
20 November 2025

Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

142 International scientific meeting 
on Global Cassava Breeding 
Network

ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 
21 November 2025

Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra 
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar

143 Sixth International Agronomy 
Congress 

CSIR-NPL, New Delhi 
24-26 November 2025

Dr. G. Suja

144 Annual meeting of the Board of 
Studies in Botany (UG)

University College, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
27 November 2025

Dr. A. Asha Devi

145 International seminar on Climate–
Weed Nexus: Innovations for 
Sustainable Farming (CWIS -2025) 

College of Agriculture, Vellayani, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
27–28 November 2025

Dr. G. Suja 
Dr. S. Sunitha 
Dr. V. Ramesh
Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

146 Academic Council Meeting CUSAT, Kochi 
29 November 2025

Dr. K. Sunilkumar

147 Stakeholders meet on Climate 
Resilience in Agriculture under 
KERA Project

Hotel Appollo 
Dimora,Thiruvananthapuram 
29 November 2025

Dr. D. Jaganathan 
Dr. P. Prakash

148 Meeting with ATARI, Bengaluru 
for planning state level workshop 
under VKSA (Online) 

01 December 2025 Dr. Sheela Immanuel

149 Tuber Crops Day ICAR-CTCRI 
04 December 2025

All Staff

150 World Soil Day ICAR-CTCRI 
05 December 2025

All Staff

151 National Seminar on ‘Soil health: 
Challenges and strategies for urban 
agriculture’

College of Agriculture, Padannakkad
05 December 2025

Dr. K. Susan John

Participation of Staff Members in Scientific Events
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152 Hindi quarterly review meeting ICAR-CTCRI 
05 December 2025

Dr. A. Asha Devi 
Dr. H. Kesava Kumar

153 Online meeting to review 
progress of IGoT courses and 
development of domain IGoT 
courses under DARE/ICAR 
(Online) 

05 December 2025 Dr. Sheela Immanuel

154 DG's meeting with scientists of 
ICAR Institutes (Online)

08 December 2025 All Scientists

155 National conference on Novel 
Strategies for Biotic Stress 
Management in Crop Plants

ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur 
11-12 December 2025

Dr. T. Makeshkumar

156 Brainstorming session on 
Artificial intelligence and its 
Applications in Agriculture and 
Agricultural Research' (Online)

NAAS, New Delhi
12 December 2025

Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

157 Preparatory meeting for study 
visit of Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on implementation of 
POSH act (Online) 

16 December 2025 Dr. G. Byju 
Dr. S.S. Veena

158 Swachhata Pakhwada 2025 ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 
16-31 December 2025

All Staff

159 Institutional Biosafety Committee 
meeting

18 December 2025 Dr. G. Byju
Dr. T. Makeshkumar 
Dr. J. Sreekumar
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar 
Dr. N. Krishna Radhika 
Dr. B.G. Sangeetha 
Dr. T.P. Sujatha

160 National conference on 
Transforming Plant Health 
Management: Integrating 
Traditional Practices with Modern 
Innovations for Global Food 
Security

IPS-SZ, PAJANCOA, Karaikal, 
Puducherry 
18-19 December 2025

Dr. M.L. Jeeva

161 Scientific Advisory Committee 
meeting

KVK, Mitraniketan, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
19 December 2025

Dr. Sheela Immanuel

162 Reinventing Web3 through AI in 
BlockHash LIVE 2025, the annual 
emerging technology summit 

C-DAC Auditorium, Technopark, 
Phase I, Kerala Blockchain 
Academy 
20 December 2025

Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra

163 Kisan Diwas 2025 and webcast 
of the address on Kisan Samman 
Diwas by the Hon'ble Union 
Agriculture and Farmer's Welfare 
Minister (Online)

23 December 2025 All Staff

164 Study visit of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on 
Empowerment of Women

Lemon Tree Premier, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
29 December 2025

Dr. G. Byju
Dr. S.S. Veena
Sh. S. Bhadra Kumar

165 Review meeting of Hindi Cell, 
ICAR-CTCRI by Dr. Sudhakar 
Pandey (ADG, FVS & MP)

30 December 2025 Dr. A. Asha Devi

Participation of Staff Members in Scientific Events

188

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



VISITS ABROAD
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar, Senior Scientist, Division of Crop Improvement attended the three-month Short-Term 
Overseas training program in Genome editing under the mentorship of Dr. Leena Tripathi, Director, East African 
Hub, IITA, sponsored under the ICAR-Genome Editing Project in Horticultural Crops, funded by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India from 20 March to 17 June 2025 (Fig. 103).

Dr. T.P. Sujatha, Scientist, Division of Crop Improvement attended the three-month Short-Term Overseas Training 
on Genome Editing titled ‘Application of CRISPR-Cas9 and CRISPR-Cas12a in crop plants’ at CIMMYT, Mexico, 
sponsored under the ICAR-Genome Editing Project in Horticultural Crops, funded by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, Government of India from 28 March to 25 June 2025 (Fig. 106).

Dr. M.R. Sahoo, Head, Division of Crop Improvement attended the International Conference on Agriculture and 
Plantation Management at Wayamba University, Sri Lanka, held during 16-18 May 2025 for delivering the invited 
lecture (Fig. 105).

Dr. N. Krishna Radhika, Senior Scientist, Division of Crop Improvement attended the three-month Short Term 
Overseas training program in Genome editing under the mentorship of Dr. Leena Tripathi, Director, East African 
Hub, IITA, Kenya, sponsored under the ICAR-Genome Editing Project in Horticultural Crops, funded by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India from 20 May to 15 August 2025 (Fig. 103).

Dr. J. Suresh Kumar, Scientist, Division of Crop Production attended as member of Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agriculture 
Modernization Project (TNIAMP) delegation visit to Kenya aimed at strengthening global partnerships in climate-
resilient agriculture during 3-8 August 2025 (Fig. 104).

Fig. 103 Dr. N. Krishna Radhika and Dr. K.M. 
Senthilkumar at IITA East African Hub, Kenya

Fig. 104 Dr. J. Suresh Kumar with other members of 
Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agriculture Modernization  

Project at Kenya

Fig. 105 Dr. Manas Ranjan Sahoo making a presentation 
in the International Conference at Wayamba University,  

Sri Lanka

Fig. 106 Dr. T.P. Sujatha at CIMMYT, Mexico
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
Headquarters, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

•	 Shri V. Muraleedharan, Former Union Minister of 
State for External Affairs and Parliamentary Affairs, 
Government of India 

•	 Shri. S.K. Pathak, Joint Secretary, ICAR, 
Government of India

•	 Shri. Babu Jacob IAS, Former Chief Secretary, 
Government of Kerala

•	 Dr. Viswanathan Chinnusamy, Joint Director 
(Research), ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute (IARI), New Delhi

•	 Dr. V. Arunachalam, Director, KSCSTE-Jawaharlal 
Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and Research 
Institute (JNTBGRI), Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

•	 Shri. H. Dineshan IAS, Executive Director, Kerala 
State Kudumbashree Mission

•	 Dr. P.S. Indu, Professor of Community Medicine at 
Government Medical College, Kollam

•	 Shri. Shojo Lobo, Senior Official Language Manager, 
Canara Bank Circle Office, Thiruvananthapuram

•	 Shri. Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, Hon’ble 
Governor of Kerala

•	 Dr. Sanjay Behari, Director, Sree Chitra Thirunal 
Institute for Medical Sciences & Technology 
(SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram

•	 Dr. V. Venkatasubramanian, Director, ICAR-
Agricultural Technology Application Research 
Institutes Zone-XI

•	 Dr. Neeraj Sharma, Country Manager, International 
Potato Centre (CIP) 

•	 Dr. Mohinder Singh Kadian, Senior Scientist and 
Consultant, International Potato Centre (CIP) 

•	 Adv. J. Sandhya, Secretary, Sakhi Women’s Resource 
Centre, Thiruvananthapuram

•	 Dr. S.D. Shikhamany, Former Vice Chancellor, Dr. 
YSR Horticultural University, Andhra Pradesh.

•	 Dr. S.K. Pandey, Former Director, ICAR-Central 
Potato Research Institute, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh

•	 Dr. V.S. Korikanthimath, Former Director, ICAR- 
ICAR-Central Coastal Agricultural Research 
Institute, Goa

•	 Dr. Rakesh Pandey, Prof. Emeritus, Academy 
of Scientific and Innovative Research & CSIR-
Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

•	 Dr. Jagan Mohan, DSW & Head, Food Science & 
Nutrition, National Institute of Food Technology, 
Entrepreneurship and Management, Thanjavur, 
Tamil Nadu

•	 Dr. V.A. Parthasarathy, Former Director, ICAR-
Indian Institute of Spices Research, Kozhikode, 
Kerala 

•	 Prof. Harihar Ram, Former Head, Department 
of Vegetable Science, G.B. Pant University 
of Agriculture and Technology, Pant Nagar, 
Uttarakhand 

•	 Dr. George V. Thomas, Former Director, ICAR-
Central Plantation Crops Research Institute, 
Kasaragod, Kerala 

•	 Dr. Jayanta Tarafdar, Former Head, Department 
of Plant Pathology, Bidhan Chandra Krishi 
Viswavidyalaya, Kalyani, West Bengal 

•	 Dr. K. Muralidharan, Principal Scientist (Retd), 
ICAR-Central Plantation Crops Research Institute, 
Kasaragod, Kerala

•	 Dr. Kaushik Banerjee, Director, ICAR-National 
Research Centre for Grapes, Pune 

•	 Er. Babu V., State Agricultural Engineer, Government 
of Kerala

•	 Dr. P.R. Jayan, Dean (Agrl. Engg.), Kelappaji 
College of Agricultural Engineering & Food 
Technology, Kerala Agricultural University, 
Tavanur, Malappuram, Kerala

•	 Dr. P.S. Sreekala, Director of  the  Kerala Knowledge 
Economy Mission, Thiruvananthapuram

•	 Dr. V. Shalom Gnana Thankom, Professor, 
Department of Environmental Science, University 
of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

•	 Smt. K.R. Ranjini, Assistant Director (OL) 
and Member Secretary, Town Official Languge 
Implementation Committee-I 

Regional Station, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

•	 Dr. P. Panneerselvam, Principal scientist, ICAR-
Central Rice Research Intitute, Cuttack, Odisha
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PERSONNEL
Scientific Staff

Head Quarters, Thiruvananthapuram
Dr. G. Byju Director
Division of Crop Improvement
Dr. Manas Ranjan Sahoo Principal Scientist (Horticulture) & Head 
Dr. P. Murugesan Principal Scientist (Vegetable Science)
Dr. K.I. Asha Principal Scientist (Economic Botany and PGR)
Dr. C. Mohan Principal Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding)
Dr. A. Asha Devi Principal Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding)
Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil Principal Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding)
Dr. L.K. Bharathi Principal Scientist (Vegetable Science)
Dr. N. Krishna Radhika Senior Scientist (Agricultural Biotechnology)
Dr. T.P. Sujatha Scientist (Agricultural Biotechnology)
Dr. S.N. Rahana Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding)
Dr. C. Visalakshi Chandra Senior Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding)
Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar Senior Scientist (Agricultural Biotechnology)
Division of Crop Production
Dr. G. Suja Principal Scientist (Agronomy) & Head 
Dr. K. Susan John Principal Scientist (Soil Science)
Dr. S. Sunitha Principal Scientist (Agronomy)
Dr. K. Sunil Kumar Principal Scientist (Vegetable Science)
Dr. V. Ramesh Principal Scientist (Soil Science)
Dr. R. Muthuraj Principal Scientist (Seed Science and Technology)
Dr. Saravanan Raju Principal Scientist (Plant Physiology)
Dr. Jeena Mathew (w.e.f 13.01.2025) Senior Scientist (Soil Science)
Dr. J. Suresh Kumar Scientist (Vegetable Science)
Division of Crop Protection
Dr. T. Makeshkumar Principal Scientist (Plant Pathology) & Head
Dr. M.L. Jeeva Principal Scientist (Plant Pathology)
Dr. S.S. Veena Principal Scientist (Plant Pathology) 
Dr. E.R. Harish Senior Scientist (Agricultural Entomology)
Dr. H. Kesava Kumar Senior Scientist (Nematology)
Dr. B.G. Sangeetha Senior Scientist (Agricultural Biotechnology)
Section of Crop Utilization
Dr. A.N. Jyothi Principal Scientist (Agricultural Chemicals) & Scientist 

in Charge

Dr. M.S. Sajeev Principal Scientist (Agricultural Structures & Process 
Engineering)

Dr. Pradeepika Chintha Scientist (Vegetable Science)
Dr. T. Krishnakumar Scientist (Agricultural Structures & Process Engineering)
Section of Extension and Social Sciences
Dr. J. Sreekumar Principal Scientist (Agricultural Statistics)  

& Scientist in charge
Dr. Sheela Immanuel Principal Scientist (Agricultural Extension)
Dr. V.S. Santhosh Mithra Principal Scientist (Computer Application in Agriculture)
Dr. P. Sethuraman Sivakumar Principal Scientist (Agricultural Extension)
Dr. D. Jaganathan Senior Scientist (Agricultural Extension)
Dr. P. Prakash Scientist (Agricultural Economics)

191

IC
AR

-C
TC

RI
 A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t 2

02
5



Personnel

Technical Staff
Smt. N. Sujatha Kumari Chief Technical Officer
Dr. L.S. Rajeswari (VRS 29.01.2025) Chief Technical Officer
Shri. A. Madhu Chief Technical Officer
Shri. M. Kuriakose Chief Technical Officer
Shri. V.R. Sasankan (Rtd.30.04.2025) Assistant Chief Technical Officer
Shri. B. Renjith Kishor Assistant Chief Technical Officer
Shri. V.S. Sreekumar Assistant Chief Technical Officer
Shri. A.S. Manikuttan Nair (Rtd.28.02.2025) Technical Officer
Shri. G. Suresh Technical Officer
Dr. S. Shanavas (Deputation wef 18.03.2024) Technical Officer
Dr. B.S. Prakash Krishnan Technical Officer
Shri. G. Shajikumar Technical Officer
Smt. B.S. Deepa Technical Officer
Shri. L. Luke Armstrong Senior Technical Assistant
Dr. S. Karthikeyan Senior Technical Assistant
Shri. K. Sunil Senior Technical Assistant
Dr. P.S. Shameer Technical Assistant
Shri. B. Satheesan Technical Assistant
Shri. D.T. Rejin Senior Technician
Shri. T.M. Shinil Senior Technician
Shri. T. Manikantan Nair Senior Technician
Shri. R. Ajithkumar (w.e.f 16.10.2025) Senior Technician
Shri. K. Chandran Technician 
Smt. S.S. Sneha Technician 
Smt. R. Nijamol Technician 
Shri. SreenathVijay Technician 
Smt. Rini Alocious Technician 
Ms. Pooja Krishnan Technician 
Ms. L. Sreelakshmi Technician 
Administrative Staff
Shri. S. Bhadra Kumar Senior Administrative Officer 
Smt. Jessymol Antony Senior Finance and Accounts Officer (i/c) 
Shri. J. Unni Assistant Administrative Officer
Shri. S. Sasikumar Private Secretary
Smt. L. Saritha  Personal Assistant
Smt. S. Sunitha Personal Assistant
Shri. R.S. Adarsh Assistant
Shri. S. Sreeni Nair Assistant
Shri. Ashish V. Assistant
Shri. P. Rajesh (Deputation w.e.f 23.04.2025) Assistant
Smt. D. Shimla (Deputation w.e.f 23.04.2025) Assistant
Shri. P.H. Shinaj (Deputation w.e.f 23.04.2025) Assistant
Smt. V. Sajitha Kumari 
(Deputation w.e.f 23.04.2025)

Assistant

Smt. Seeja Vijayan 
(Deputation w.e.f 23.04.2025)

Assistant

Shri. C. Chandru U. D. C.
Shri. N. Jayachandran U. D. C.
Smt. C.G. Chandra Bindu U. D. C.
Smt. Rohini K. Nair U. D. C.
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Personnel

Shri. D. Arun Raj U. D. C.
Shri. Stiphin George L. D. C.
Smt. S. Anjitha L. D. C.
Canteen Staff
Shri. S. Radhakrishnan Nair (Rtd. 31.05.2025) Multi-Tasking Staff
Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. G. Madhu Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. K. Sivadas (Rtd. 31.12.2025) Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. L. Samynathan Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. S. Sreekumaran Multi-Tasking Staff
Smt. C.P. Gayathri Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. S. Abhishek Multi-Tasking Staff
Smt. S.L. Jyothi Multi-Tasking Staff
Smt. P. Vidhya Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. S. Sudhish Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. P. Aswin Raj Multi-Tasking Staff
Smt. V.S. Remya Multi-Tasking Staff
Smt. R. Anuja Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. N. Shiju Multi-Tasking Staff

Regional Station, Bhubaneswar

Scientific Staff
Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan (wef 11.04.2025) Principal Scientist (Soil Science) & Scientist in Charge
Dr. K. Laxminarayana Principal Scientist (Agronomy) 
Dr. KalidasPati Senior Scientist (Vegetable Science)
Dr. Vijay Bahadur Singh Chauhan 
(Transferred w.e.f. 24.01.2025) Scientist (Vegetable Science)

Shri. K. Hanume Gowda Scientist (Vegetable Science)

Dr. R. Arutselvan Scientist (Plant Pathology)

Technical Staff
Shri. Bibhuti Bhusan Das Senior Technical Officer
Shri. Pramod Kumar Mati (Rtd. 31.07.2025) Technical Officer

Shri. Sushanta Kumar Jata Technical Officer

Shri. Keshab Paikaray Senior Technician
Shri. Amit Kumar Dangi (w.e.f 21.02.2025) Technician
Shri. Keti Dandapani Reddy (w.e.f 21.02.2025) Technician
Administrative Staff
Shri. A. Lakshmana Rao Assistant Administrative Officer
Multi-Tasking Staff
Shri. Prakash Kumar Nayak Multi-Tasking Staff
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GENDER MAINSTREAMING AND  
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT
ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute 
(CTCRI), Thiruvananthapuram, continued to promote 
gender equity and women empowerment through 
gender-responsive research, technology development 
and capacity-building initiatives during 2025. 
The Institute maintained a gender-inclusive work 
environment with women constituting a substantial 
proportion of its scientific, technical, administrative 
and academic community. Women accounted for 
nearly 60% of the postgraduate and doctoral students 
pursuing research at the Institute, reflecting its 
commitment to fostering women's participation in 
agricultural science and research.

The Institute implemented an extensive programme 
of farmer capacity building, organizing 112 training 
programmes under Institute, SCSP, TSP and MIDH/
NEH schemes. These programmes benefited 8,784 
farmers, including 5,070 women, demonstrating the 
Institute's strong emphasis on enhancing women's 
knowledge, skills and entrepreneurial capabilities in 
tuber crop production, value addition and post-harvest 
management. A dedicated training programme was 
also conducted exclusively for 35 women farmers to 
strengthen their technical competencies and promote 
income-generating opportunities.

Gender-responsive research remained a key focus 
area. During the year, the Institute pursued 12 

ongoing and completed 10 research projects related 
to gender issues. An institute-funded project entitled 
‘Empirical assessment of tuber crops value addition 
technologies on the livelihood of women’ was 
initiated to assess the adoption, impact and livelihood 
outcomes of value-addition technologies among 
women. In addition, six postgraduate and doctoral 
dissertations by women scholars were completed on 
frontier areas of tuber crop research.

Significant progress was achieved in the development 
and promotion of women-friendly technologies. 
Sixteen technologies, primarily focusing on value-
added food products, nutritionally enriched processed 
foods, precision farming tools and smart agricultural 
devices, were identified as women-friendly. Four 
technologies were assessed and two technologies 
were refined for gender responsiveness, facilitating 
greater drudgery reduction, value addition and 
entrepreneurship among rural women.

The Institute further strengthened gender-inclusive 
institutional mechanisms by continuing the 
development of a gender-disaggregated database 
on women's empowerment in tuber crop cultivation 
and establishing ‘She Space’, a dedicated facility to 
promote a safe, inclusive and supportive workplace for 
women. These initiatives underscore ICAR-CTCRI's 
commitment to integrating gender perspectives into 
research, extension and institutional development, 
thereby contributing to inclusive and sustainable 
agricultural growth.

Institute/Organization gender factsheet

Year 2025

Institute name ICAR- Central Tuber Crops Research Institute

1.	 Staff details as on 31st December 2025

Staff category Male Female Other Total
RMP 01 00 01
Project Coordinators/ Heads of Divisions/ Heads of 
Regional Stations

03 01 04

Scientific 23 16 39
Technical 25 07 32
Administrative 22 14 36
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Gender Mainstreaming and Women Empowerment

2.	 Academic & Research (Students enrolled)

Category Male Female Other Total
UG 00 00 00
PG 01 06 07
M. Phil 00 00 00
Ph.D. 02 03 05
Others (specify) 00 00 00

3.	 Academic & Research (Students passed out)

Category Male Female Other Total
UG 03 22 25
PG 05 23 28
M. Phil 00 00 00
Ph.D. 00 01 01
Others (specify) 00 00 00

Research and extension activities

Activity description Total (No.s) Gender related (No.s)
4.	 Research projects (completed) 45 10
5.	 Research projects (ongoing) 67 12
6.	 Research articles published 56 02
7.	 Thesis/Dissertation 28 06
8.	 Technologies developed 30 14
9.	 Technologies assessed for gender responsiveness         04 04
10.	 Technologies refined for gender responsiveness 02 02

11.	 Trainings and capacity building programmes conducted

Programme category Total (No.s) Women (No.s)
a. for Farmers (Male/Female) 30 (Male- 492, Female- 633) 05
b. for Farmers (exclusively for women farmers) 01 (35) 01(35)
c. for Scientists 00 00
d. for Technical staff 00 00
e. for Administrative staff 00 00

12.	 Number of Institute staff trained (HRD) (staff who have attended at least one training)

Staff category Men Women Other Total
Scientists trained 27 17 44
Technical staff trained 25 07 32
Administrative staff trained 22 14 36

Budget details

13.	 Annual Budget (₹. in Lakh) 732.50
14.	 Budget Utilized (₹. In Lakh) 732.50
15.	 Gender Budget (₹. In Lakh) -
16.	 Gender Budget Utilized (₹. In Lakh) -
Total budget utilization 100.00%
Gender budget utilization 0.00%
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17.	 Details of training and capacity building programmes for farmers (male/female)

Source of fund Duration 
(days)

Total 
trainings Men Women Other Total 

farmers
Female 
(%)

Institute/Organization Day 1 72 1309 1601 0 2910 55.0
Institute/Organization Day 2 5 40 51 0 91 56.0
Institute/Organization Day 3-4 03 37 46 0 83 55.4
Institute/Organization Day 5-9 07 53 75 0 128 58.6
MIDH Day 1 13 610 248 0 858 28.9
NEH Day 1 5 185 500 0 685 73.0
NEH Day 2 2 18 37 0 55 67.3
SCSP Day 1 13 654 405 0 1059 38.2
SCSP Day ≥10 7 3 4 0 7 57.1
TSP Day 1 20 1385 2135 0 3520 60.7
TSP Day 2 3 48 25 0 73 34.2
TSP Day ≥10 3 1 2 0 3 66.7

18.	 Research projects related to women/gender

Project 
No. Title Objectives Duration 

from 
Duration 
to

Budget (₹ 
In lakh)

1. Empirical assessment 
of tuber crops value 
addition technologies 
on the livelihood of 
women

i.	 To delineate the profile characteristics 
of women and youth involved in tuber 
crops value addition. 

ii.	 To determine the extent of adoption 
of value-addition technologies 
disseminated to women and youth 
through training. 

iii.	 To assess the impact of these 
technologies on the livelihood 
transformation of   women and youth.

iv.	 To ascertain the constraints and 
devise strategies to enhance adoption 
of value addition technologies.

2025 2028 Institute 
project

19.	 List of thesis/dissertation

Sl. No. Title Degree awarded Year
1. Computer Vision-based Classification of Post-Harvest Physiological 

Deterioration in Cassava Using Deep Learning Models (Krishnendu 
Asok)

M.Sc. 2025

2. Physico Chemical and Sensory Characterization of Vegan Kulfi 
Developed from Orange Sweet Potato (Adithya N.T.)

M.Sc. 2025

3. Characterization of Purple Sweet Potato Based Vegan Kulfi: Physico 
Chemical and Sensory Attributes (Sneha A.S.)

M.Sc. 2025

4. Comparative Study on Physico Chemical and Functional Properties of 
Cassava Starch from Short and Long Duration Cultivars (Adithya K.)

M.Sc. 2025

5. Development of Air Fried Chips from Tannia (Xanthosoma 
sagittifolium) Tubers (Nitha)

M.Sc. 2025

6. Eco-friendly Management of Greater Yam Anthracnose Employing 
Endophytes. (Amrutha P.R.)

Ph.D. 2025

Gender Mainstreaming and Women Empowerment
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Gender Mainstreaming and Women Empowerment

20.	 Women friendly technologies developed/refined

Title
Electronic Crop - An IoT Device for Smart Farming
Fried Snack Foods and Fried Chips from Cassava
Functional Pasta from Cassava/Sweet Potato
Functional Noodles from Sweet Potato/Cassava
Ready-to-cook Food Products from Sweet Potato
Fried Snack Foods from Sweet Potato
Technology for Sweet Potato Jelly
Functional Bakery Products from Sweet Potato
Quick Cooking Dehydrated Tubers of Tuber Crops
Anthocyanin and β-carotene Rich Sweet Potato Kulfi
Anthocyanin and Beta carotene Rich Sweet Potato Low Calorie Gummies
Sweet Potato-Millet Choco Filled Cookies
β-carotene Containing Sweet Potato Muffins
Micronutrient Foliar Formulations for SSNM of Tropical Tuber Crops
Fried Snack Foods from Cassava
AI-based Soil Moisture Sensor for Precision Agriculture and Input Optimization

21.	List of gender disaggregated databases developed 

N/A

22.	 Specific facilities (hostels, crèche, skill development centre, etc. for women)

She Space with all basic facilities for women

23.	 Other significant information/ achievements 

N/A
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POSH & WOMEN’S WELFARE
International Women's Day

International Women's Day was celebrated at ICAR-
CTCRI with various programmes. Dr. P.S. Sreekala, 
Director of the Kerala Knowledge Economy Mission, 
Thiruvananthapuram was the chief guest and delivered 
the Women's Day speech on the focal theme 'Accelerate 
Action' for gender equality. She emphasized the role 
of farm women in many revolutionary movements in 

Kerala and the importance of financial independence 
and education in bridging the gender gap. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI presided over the meeting. 
Progressive tuber crop farmer, Smt. P. Thahira, along 
with five scientists and five students who excelled in 
various research activities during the year 2024 were 
felicitated on the occasion. Cultural programmes, 
painting exhibition, and various competitions such as 
essay writing, collage-making and portraying women 
achievers of India added vibrancy to the celebration.

7th Poshan Pakhwada

The 7th Poshan Pakhwada was celebrated at ICAR-
CTCRI, Sreekariyam, Thiruvananthapuram, from 
8-23 April 2025. Key activities included, awareness 
visits to Anganwadis, a Healthy Food Exhibition 
conducted in collaboration with 33 Anganwadis, 

interactive awareness classes and demonstration-
cum-class sessions at Anganwadi centres and a 
keynote address on ‘Anaemia Mukt Bharat: Role 
of Individuals and Communities’ was delivered by 
Dr. P.S. Indu, Professor of Community Medicine, 
Government Medical College, Kollam.

Talk on understanding the POSH Act 2013: 
Prevention, prohibition & redressal of sexual 
harassment at workplace

The Institute organised a talk on ‘Understanding 
the POSH Act 2013: Prevention, prohibition & 

redressal of sexual harassment at workplace’ on 
14 July 2025. The talk was delivered by Adv. J. 
Sandhya, Secretary, Sakhi Women’s Resource 
Centre, Thiruvananthapuram and member, Internal 
Complaints Committee of ICAR-
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Posh & Women’s Welfare

Talk on understanding the POSH Act 2013: 
Prevention, prohibition & redressal of sexual 
harassment at workplace
The Institute organised a talk on ‘Understanding the 
POSH Act 2013: Prevention, prohibition & redressal of 
sexual harassment at workplace’ on 14 July 2025. The 
talk was delivered by Adv. J. Sandhya, Secretary, Sakhi 
Women’s Resource Centre, Thiruvananthapuram and 
member, Internal Complaints Committee of ICAR-
CTCRI. The talk enlightened the staff and students on 
legal background of the POSH act, kind of behaviour, 
which can come under sexual harassment, clarity to 
the terms, ‘workplace’ and ‘aggrieved woman’, three 
pillars of POSH act, complaint and enquiry process, 
employer’s responsibilities, rights and responsibilities 
of employees, penalties for false complaints and 
building a safe and  respectful workplace.
Study visit of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Empowerment of Women
The study visit of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Empowerment of Women (2025–

2026) to Thiruvananthapuram was held during 29-30 
December 2025. The meeting was chaired by Dr. D. 
Purandeswari, Hon’ble Member of Parliament and 
Chairperson of the Committee.

Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI, presented a de-
tailed overview covering women in key decision-mak-
ing positions, constitution and functioning of the Internal 
Committee, and initiatives for ensuring a safe, respectful 
and inclusive work place, including women welfare 
measures. Based on the interactions and respons-
es to queries, 
the Committee 
expressed sat-
isfaction with 
the measures 
adopted by the 
Institute for im-
plementation of 
the POSH Act, 
2013 and awarded a Certificate of Satisfaction to the 
Institute.
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OTHER INFORMATION
Stakeholders interface meeting-cum-workshop

A Stakeholders Interface Meeting-cum-Workshop 
on ‘Leveraging Innovation Ecosystems for Building 
Sustainable Tuber Crops Entrepreneurship in India’ 
was organized at ICAR-CTCRI on 09 January 2025. 
Dr. S.D. Shikhamany, Chairman, QRT, ICAR-CTCRI 
inaugurated the Technology Pavilion and stakeholders 
meeting. About 146 participants comprising officials 
from M/s SVM Tapioca Pvt. Ltd., M/s Precision 
Grow, Reliance Retail Kerala, and Kudumbasree, 
along with representatives from Swiggy, VFPCK, 
FPOs, NGOs, SHGs, government departments, 
farmers and students attended the programme. A 
Technology Pavilion was set up alongside the event 
which attracted significant attention of the visitors.

Farmers' seminar on Tuber Crops

A State level farmers' seminar on ‘Tuber crops’ 
was organized at Purulia, West Bengal under Tribal 
Subplan on 21 January 2025 as part of ICAR-CTCRI's 
new initiative of area expansion of tuber crops in non-
traditional areas. Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI 
inaugurated the seminar. Considering their climate 
analogous suitability as well as potential for value 
addition, cassava and sweet potato were introduced 
for the first time here and among the tribal farmers. 
M/s Aati Pual Mushroom Pvt. Ltd.; CEO of ABI of 
IIT, Kharagpur and other government organizations 
collaborated with this maiden attempt.

Quinquennial Review meeting

The Quinquennial Review Team-VIII of ICAR-
CTCRI submitted its final report to Dr. Himanshu 
Pathak, Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR at New Delhi 
on 10 February 2025. Dr. S.D. Shikhamany, Chairman, 
QRT; Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI and Dr. G. 
Suja, Member Secretary, QRT were present.
National brainstorming workshop on 'Tuber 
crops mechanization: Status, challenges 
and strategic vision for food security and 
sustainability'

The ICAR-CTCRI organized a National brainstorming 
workshop on 'Tuber crops mechanization: Status, 
challenges and strategic vision for food security and 
sustainability' on 21 February 2025 to assess the status 
of mechanization in tuber crops, discuss the challenges 
stakeholders face in adopting these technologies and 
create a strategic vision for promoting mechanization. 

The workshop aimed to identify research priorities and 
areas for innovation to address the mechanization needs 
of tuber crops, ultimately promoting food security, 
sustainability and improved farmers' livelihoods. The 
workshop was inaugurated by Prof. V. Palanimuthu, 
Director, NIFTEM-T, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, in the 
presence of Dr. R.K Vishwakarma, Project Coordinator, 
AICRP on Post Harvest Engineering and Technology, 
CIPHET, Ludhiana, Punjab; Er. V. Babu, State 
Agricultural Engineer, Govt. of Kerala, Dr. P.R. Jayan, 
Dean (Agrl. Engg.), Kerala Agricultural University and 
Dr. T. Makeshkumar, Director (i/c), ICAR-CTCRI.

During the inaugural address, Dr. V. Palanimuthu 
urged the need for mission mode projects on 
mechanization needed for small and marginal tuber 
crops land holdings. Promotion of custom hiring 
of machinery by departmental agencies is the only 
solutions for the widespread availability of machinery 
which helps in reducing production and processing 
costs. Dr. M.S. Sajeev, Principal Scientist, welcomed 
the gatherings and Dr. T. Krishnakumar, Scientist, 
proposed vote of thanks.
Tribal connect programme in collaboration 
with Kerala Forest Department 

A programme on ‘Tribal connect: Transformation 
of tribal food basket by strengthening tuber 
crops based agri-food system in Marayoor tribal 
settlements, Idukki’ was organized at ICAR-CTCRI 
in collaboration with Kerala Forest Department on 
28 February 2025. The programme was inaugurated 
by Dr. V. Shalom Gnana Thankom, Professor, 
Department of Environmental Science, University 
of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram. In her inaugural 
speech, she emphasized the importance of tuber 
crops under the changing climate. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI, in his presidential address, 
highlighted the role of tuber crops in improving the 
livelihood and empowering tribal community. Sh. V.R. 
Sreekumar, Deputy Range Forest Officer, Marayoor 
Range, explained about the interventions of forest 
department in conserving the traditional varieties and 
improving livelihood of tribal communities along 
with conserving the forests of Marayoor. During the 
programme, Dr. G. Byju, Director felicitated Smt. 
Lekshmi, Oonjamparakudi, Marayoor, for her efforts 
in conserving more than 40 varieties of yams and 
obtaining the first 'Stree Sakthikarana' puraskaram 
of Women's Commission of Kerala. The inaugural 
programme was followed by a technical session on 
scientific cultivation of tuber crops and value addition 
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Other Information

followed by interaction with scientists. The farmers 
visited ICAR-CTCRI farms and Techno-Incubation 
Centre of ICAR-CTCRI.

1st Meeting of X Research Advisory Committee

The 1st Meeting of the X Research Advisory Committee 
(RAC) was held during 10-11 March 2025 at ICAR-
CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram. The inaugural session 
of the meeting was held on 10 March 2025 under 
the chairmanship of Dr. V.A. Parthasarathy, Former 
Director, ICAR-Indian Institute of Spices Research & 
Chairman, RAC. The RAC members, Prof. Hari Har 
Ram, Dr. George V. Thomas, Dr. Jayanta Tarafdar, 
Dr. K. Muralidharan, Dr. Sudhakar Pandey (virtual 
mode) and Dr. Rashmi Singh (virtual mode) attended 
the meeting. The meeting started with a welcome 
address by Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI. He 
presented the activities and achievements (2024-
25) of the Institute. This was followed by release of 
publications and presentation of action taken report 
of the recommendations of the third meeting of IX 
RAC, by the Member Secretary. This was followed 
by technical sessions, where the megaproject leaders 
presented the salient achievements of eight Institute 
megaprojects. All the recommendations were 
discussed and approved by the committee.

Farmers’ workshop on Precision Farming

A farmers’ workshop was organized in collaboration 
with Panavoor Grama Panchayat and Anad Farmers’ 
Cooperative Society, at Panavoor grama panchayat 
office on 09 April 2025 to make the farmers familiar 
with e-Crop based smart farming, which is being 
implemented in this panchayat. The workshop was 
inaugurated by Smt. S. Mini, the president of the 
Panavoor Grama Panchayat. Dr. V.S. Santhosh 
Mithtra, Principal Scientist, ICAR-CTCRI, took 
class on the topic ‘Smart Krishi: Digital Yugathile 
Karshaka Munnettathinu’. The details of the project 
were explained and 80 farmers participated in the 
workshop.
National workshop on Celebrating Tribal 
Ingenuity

On the occasion of World Intellectual Property Day, 
the Regional Station of ICAR-CTCRI, Bhubaneswar 
organised a National workshop on ‘Celebrating 
tribal ingenuity: Strategies for protecting, valuing, 
and marketing tribal farmers’ varieties, innovations 
and geographical assets’, in hybrid mode on 01 May 
2025. The focus of the workshop was to sensitise the 

participants on the legal framework for protection 
and commercialisation of tribal innovations including 
varieties, local knowledge and GI. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI inaugurated the workshop. Dr. 
Shreenivas Desai, Professor (GPB), UAS Dharwad and 
Former Registrar, PPV&FR Authority, Government of 
India, New Delhi; Dr. Kavitha Chalakkal, Assistant 
Professor, Inter University Centre for IPR Studies 
(IUCIPRS), Cochin University of Science and 
Technology, Kochi, Kerala; Mr. S. Ravi, Patents, 
Trademarks and GI Attorney, BizRights, Hyderabad; 
Dr. R.K. Ravikumar, Scientist F and Head, VARD 
National Innovation Foundation, Gujarat and Dr. 
P.S. Sivakumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR-CTCRI 
delivered classes on legal aspects related to protection 
of plant varieties and other biological resources. A total 
of 172 academics, researchers, entrepreneurs, farmers 
and students took part in the programme.
Farmers' seminar and distribution of farm 
tools under AINP-OF

A Farmers seminar and distribution of farm tools’ 
was organized at Parakkode Block, Pathanamthitta 
on 13 June 2025 under All India Network Project 
on Organic Farming (AINP-OF). Parakkode 
block panchayat president Smt. M.P. Maniyamma 
inaugurated the farmers’ seminar and distributed 
water tanks and ‘Arbana’ for transport of inputs 
and farm produce to 20 selected scheduled caste 
farmers. Planting materials of Sree Annam and Sree 
Manna (cassava), Sree Kanaka (sweet potato) and 
Sree Aadya (arrowroot) were distributed. Director 
Dr. G. Byju delivered the keynote address in the 
programme. Dr. G. Suja, Dr. S.S. Veena, Shri. B. 
Satheesan and Shri. D.T. Rejin participated. ICAR-
CTCRI has been handholding about 200 SC farmers 
of Parakkode block during the last four years in tuber 
crops value chain improvement by investing about ₹ 
1 crore under institute SCSP and AINP-OF projects.
Launching workshop on Climate Resilient 
Agri-Food Systems

A launching workshop on ‘Climate resilient agri-
food systems integrating biofortified sweet potato 
for sustainable livelihoods in Mayurbhanj district of 
Odisha’ was organized at Kasiabeda village, Kusumi 
Tehsil, Mayurbanj district, Odisha on 17 June 2025, 
which was sponsored by NABARD Regional office, 
Bhubaneswar. Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI 
was the chief guest. Sh. S.K. Talukdar, Chief General 
Manager, NABARD, Bhubaneswar; B.B. Mohanty, 
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AGM, NABARD, Bhubaneswar; S. Mohanty, DDM, 
NABARD, Mayurbanj; T. Kalo, Deputy Director 
of Horticulture, Mayurbanj; Dr. (Mrs.) P. Mohanty, 
Secretary, SAMBANDH NGO (implementing partner); 
Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan and Dr. K. Laxminarayana 
attended. About 220 farmers, mostly Santal tribe, 
participated in the workshop.
National policy dialogue on scaling up of 
biofortified crops

The ICAR-CTCRI in collaboration with Horticulture 
Department, Keonjhar, KIIT, Bhubaneswar and 
NISER, Bhubaneswar organised a National Policy 
Dialogue on ‘Scaling up biofortified crops for 
addressing childhood malnutrition in tribal areas’ at 
Keonjhar, Odisha on 18 June 2025. The objective of this 
dialogue was to bring together eminent professionals 
from across India with extensive experience in 
planning and implementing nutritional interventions 
using biofortified crops to combat malnutrition and 
micronutrient deficiencies. The programme was 
inaugurated by Shri. Sanjay Kumar Talukdar, Chief 
General Manager, NABARD RO, Bhubaneswar in 
the presence of Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram; Shri. Soumendra Narayan 
Panigrahi, Deputy Director of Horticulture watershed, 
Keonjhar; Dr Chandan Goswami, Professor NISER; 
Dr. Joseph John, Professor, AIIMS, Bhubaneswar and 
Dr. E. Venkata Rao, Professor, IMS and SUM Hospital, 
Bhubaneswar. Eminent resource persons like Mr. Binu 
Cherian, Country Manager, India, HarvestPlus; Dr. 
Sourav Bhattacharjee, Nutrition Specialist, UNICEF, 
Odisha; Dr. Rasmi Avula, Research Fellow, IFPRI; Dr. 
Srinivasalu Rajendran, Agricultural Economist, CIP, 
Uganda; Dr. Krishnendu Chattopadhyay, Principal 
Scientist, ICAR-NRRI, Cuttack and Dr. Gopal 
Chowdhary, Associate Professor, KIIT shared their 
experiences in scaling up biofortified crops. Over 
420 stakeholders including scientists, academics, 
government agencies, students, farmers from various 
parts of Odisha and India took part in this event.
H. H. Sree Visakham Thirunal Endowment 
Lecture

 The Indian Society for Root Crops (ISRC), in 
association with ICAR-CTCRI, organized the H.H. 
Sree Visakham Thirunal Endowment Lecture on 
23 June 2025, spotlighting recent advancements 
in agricultural biotechnology. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI, in his presidential address, 
emphasized the crucial role of tuber crops in 

ensuring food and nutritional security - from the era 
of the Travancore kingdom to modern-day India. 
He highlighted the Institute's continued dedication 
to research and development in tuber crops. Dr. V. 
Arunachalam, Director, KSCSTE-Jawaharlal Nehru 
Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute 
(JNTBGRI) was the Guest of Honour. He spoke about 
the significant potential of tuber crops in fighting 
malnutrition and stressed the use of genome editing 
to improve crop yield and quality.

Dr. Viswanathan Chinnusamy, Joint Director 
(Research), ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute (IARI), New Delhi delivered the endowment 
lecture. He led the development of the world's first 
genome-edited rice seed, Pusa DST Rice 1. His 
lecture, titled ‘Genome editing: India’s trailblazing 
path to the first edited rice variety’ highlighted 
how this innovation aligns with India's sustainable 
development goals. He also projected that within the 
next 5-6 years, several genome-edited agricultural 
crops would be ready for large-scale cultivation. 
Dr. T. Makeshkumar, Secretary, ISRC, delivered the 
welcome address. The event concluded with a vote 
of thanks by Dr. H. Kesava Kumar, Joint Secretary, 
ISRC. The program was conducted in hybrid mode. 
More than 300 participants attended the program, 
including the scientists and staff of ICAR-CTCRI, 
students from Kerala Agricultural University, Kerala 
University and Loyola School.

62nd Foundation Day celebrations

Sh. Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, Hon’ble Governor 
of Kerala inaugurated the 62nd Foundation Day 
celebrations of ICAR-CTCRI on 11 July 2025. 
While addressing the gathering, he emphasized 
the growing importance of Natural Farming as a 
sustainable agricultural practice. He opined that all 
the innovations and research results should reach the 
farmers and should have a human touch. Tuber crops 

Inaugural event of H.H. Sree Visakham Thirunal 
Endowment Lecture 2025
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can be an important component in doubling farmers’ 
income. The Governor lauded the achievements 
of ICAR-CTCRI stating that the institute has made 
commendable contribution in the field of tuber crops 
during the last 62 years. Dr. Sanjay Behari, Director, 
Sree Chitra Thirunal Institute for Medical Sciences 
& Technology (SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram 
offered the special address and mentioned the crucial 
role of food in maintaining gut microbiota and gut 
health 'our second brain'. According to him, tuber 
crops hold great promise for the development of 
functional foods and medicinal products. He also 
highlighted the collaboration of SCTIMST with 
ICAR-CTCRI to develop starch-based scaffolds for 
controlled drug delivery technology that could have 

rDNA-based research projects. Dr. G. Byju, Director, 
ICAR-CTCRI and Chairman, IBSC; Dr. S. Manjula, 
Scientist F, RGCB, Thiruvananthapuram and DBT 
Nominee; Dr. T. Bindu, Medical Officer, Government 
of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram and Biosafety 
Officer; Dr. E.V. Soniya, Scientist G (Retd.), RGCB, 
Thiruvananthapuram; Dr. T. Makeshkumar, Head, 
Division of Crop Protection and Scientist-in-Charge, 
PME Cell; Dr. M.R. Sahoo, Head, Division of Crop 
Improvement; Dr. J. Sreekumar, Principal Scientist 
and SIC, Extension and Social Sciences; Dr. M.L. 
Jeeva, Principal Scientist and Dr. K.M. Senthilkumar, 
Senior Scientist attended the meeting and reviewed 
the progress of rDNA-based research projects of 
ICAR-CTCRI. The committee members appreciated 
the scientists for strict adherence of the biosafety 
guidelines at the research laboratories of the Institute.
Interaction meeting with Director, ICAR-
ATARI Zone-XI

Dr. V. Venkatasubramanian, Director, ICAR-ATARI 
Zone-XI visited ICAR-CTCRI on 26 July 2025. The 
visit aimed at developing state-wise rolling plan 
related to agricultural R&D in achieving the vision of 
Viksit Bharat@2047 as well as about Viksit Sankalp 
Krishi Abhiyan (VKSA) action points for future. 
Convergence and complementarity between ICAR 
research institutes and KVKs as well as other line 
departments were the focal points of the discussion. 
Mr. J. Mathew, SAO, ICAR-NBAIR, Bengaluru also 
participated besides Dr. Sethuraman Sivakumar, Dr. 
D. Jaganathan and Sh. S. Bhadrakumar.
Live web telecast of PM Kisan Samman Nidhi 
& scientist-farmer interface

Live web telecast of PM Kisan Samman Nidhi 
and a Scientist-farmer interface was organized on 
‘Improved technologies of tuber crops’ on 02 August 
2025. The event witnessed enthusiastic participation 
from over 120 attendees, including farmers from 
Thiruvananthapuram district and staff members of 
the institute. Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI, 
delivered the Presidential address, emphasizing the 
significance of the Lab to Land programme and the 
importance of exposure visits for farmers to remain 
updated on the latest varieties and technologies 
related to tropical tuber crops. He also highlighted 
the Institute's active role in technology dissemination 
through various flagship developmental programmes 
such as Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP), Tribal 
Sub Plan (TSP) and North Eastern Hill (NEH) 

Sh. Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, Hon’ble Governor of 
Kerala inaugurating the 62nd Foundation Day  

celebrations of ICAR-CTCRI

significant impact in the pharmaceutical industry. 
Dr.G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI highlighted the 
research achievements of the institute. The Hon’ble 
Governor released the new publications, honoured 
progressive tuber crop farmers and meritorious staff 
and students. Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) 
aimed at furthering collaborative research with 
SCTIMST, Thiruvananthapuram; Vedanta Limited, 
Odisha and PRS Hospital, Thiruvananthapuram, were 
exchanged in his presence. The celebration witnessed 
participation from farmers, students and former as 
well as current staff of the institute, officials from line 
departments, KVKs etc. to make it a truly inclusive 
and celebratory occasion. The event also showcased 
institute released varieties, technologies, value added 
products and publications.

Institute Biosafety Committee meeting

The first meeting of 2025 of the Institutional Biosafety 
Committee (IBSC) was held at ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram on 21 July 2025 and the second 
meeting was held on 18 December 2025 to review the 
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programme. The interface meeting was inaugurated 
by Smt. S.R. Bindu, Ward Councillor, Cheruvaikkal, 
delivered the Inaugural address. The live web telecast 
of the 20th instalment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme was viewed by 
the participants. During the national-level programme 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi, 
speaking from Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, released an 
amount of ₹ 20,500 crore, benefiting over 9.7 crore 
farmers across the country. With this release, the total 
disbursement under PM-KISAN has crossed ₹ 3.90 
lakh crore since its inception. 

Independence Day celebration 

The 79th Independence Day of India was celebrated 
on 15 August at ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 
and at Regional Station, Bhubaneswar. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, hoisted the national flag at ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram and delivered the Independence 
Day address. All staff members, including students and 
contractual employees, participated in the celebrations.

Seminar on ‘Coconut and tuber crops based 
agrifood systems for resilience and sustainable 
income’

A state level seminar on ‘Coconut and tuber crops 
based agrifood systems for resilience and sustainable 
income’ sponsored by Coconut Development 
Board, Kochi, Kerala, was organized on 22 August 
2025 at KVK, Kamrup, Assam by ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram in collaboration with ICAR-
CPCRI, Research Centre, Kahikuchi, Assam; 
KVK-Kamrup, Assam Agricultural University, 
Kahikuchi campus, Assam and ICAR-ATARI, 
Zone VI, Guwahati, Assam. Dr. Manoranjan Neog, 
Director of Extension Education, Assam Agricultural 
University, Jorhat, was the Chief Guest and delivered 
the inaugural address. Ten innovative coconut 
farmers were felicitated for their innovations in 
cropping system approaches in coconut gardens for 
horticultural development in the country. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI delivered the presidential 
address. Director emphasized the importance of 
adopting cropping and farming systems in coconut 
gardens of Assam for enhancing productivity, 
nutritional security, profitability and sustainability 
of the systems. Dr. G. Kadirvel, Director ICAR-
ATARI Zone-VI, was the Guest of Honour and 
delivered the special address. Technical sessions and 
stakeholders' interface were organized for bringing 
out recommendations and action plan for promoting 

coconut and tuber crops based agrifood systems in 
Assam. Exhibition stalls from ICAR-CTCRI and 
KVK, Kamrup showcased the varieties, technologies, 
products and publications for the benefit of farmers 
and other stakeholders. About 200 farmers and other 
stakeholders attended the seminar.
Rainbow diet campaign health camp 
organised for Juang Tribe in Keonjhar

In an effort to address malnutrition among the 
Juang tribe of Keonjhar district, the ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, in collaboration with KIIT 
and NISER, implemented the DMF-Indradhanush 
Rainbow Diet Campaign in Odisha. As part of 
the initiative, two health camps were conducted 
at Ayushman Arogya Mandir, Sub-Health Centre, 
Janthari, and at Government Girls' High School (Sikhya 
Niketan), Department of SC/ST, Gonasika in Banspal 
block on 18 September 2025. The camps focused on 
assessing malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies 
among children (6-9 years) and adolescents (10-19 
years). Based on the malnutrition status, a specialised 
range of rainbow foods - colourful, micronutrient-
rich products – would be developed at the upcoming 
Satellite Incubation Centre in Gonasika. The 
Centre would customise nutritionally enriched food 
products tailored to children's dietary preferences and 
nutritional needs, ensuring their continuous supply to 
combat malnutrition effectively. 

CIP and ICAR-CTCRI interactive meeting

The ICAR-CTCRI and CIP scientist’s interaction 
meeting was organized at the Institute on 19 September 
2026. Dr. Neeraj Sharma, Country Manager, 
International Potato Center (CIP) and Dr. Mohinder 
Singh Kadian, Senior Scientist and Consultant, CIP 
visited the Institute and had detailed discussions with 
the Director and scientists working on sweet potato. 
The deliberations focused on strengthening the sweet 
potato value chain and forging stronger linkages 
with the industry. Various strategies for enhancing 
production, processing and market integration were 
examined and a roadmap for future collaborative 
actions was finalized. Dr. Shirly Raichal Anil, PI of the 
ICAR-CIP collaborative work plan on sweet potato 
presented the annual work report. The dignitaries 
visited the sweet potato fields of ICAR-CTCRI.

Punarjeevanam 2.0

Punarjeevanam 2.0, a joint initiative of ICAR-
CTCRI and Kerala State Kudumbashree Mission 
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was inaugurated at the state-level function held at 
Panniyamattom, Thodupuzha, Idukki, Kerala on 
27 September 2025. Shri Rarichan N., President, 
Idukki District Panchayat, formally inaugurated 
the programme. Sh. H. Dineshan IAS, Executive 
Director, Kerala State Kudumbashree Mission; 
Dr. Arunachalam, Director, KSCSTE–JNTBGRI; 
people's representatives; officials and about 300 
members participated in the event. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI, released the Punarjeevanam 
2.0 logo and delivered the keynote address. Technical 
sessions were conducted by CTCRI scientists. 
Live webcast of the launching of PM Dhan-
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana and Mission for 
Aatmanirbharta in Pulses by the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister of India

The ICAR-CTCRI organized a live web telecast of 
the launch of the PM Dhan Dhaanya Krishi Yojana 
and the Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses, along 
with a Scientist-Farmer Interface on Improved 
tuber crop technologies on 11 October 2025. The 
programme was attended by over 260 participants, 
including farmers from Thiruvananthapuram and 
Pathanamthitta districts and Institute staff.

Dr. G. Suja, Director i/c, ICAR-CTCRI, in her 
presidential address highlighted tuber crops-based 
pulse cropping systems for climate resilience, food 
and livelihood security and emphasized the role of 
SCSP, TSP and NEH programmes in stakeholder 
empowerment. Following the inauguration, 
participants watched the live telecast of the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister's address, during which agriculture 
and allied sector projects worth over ₹42,000 crore 
were launched, including the PM Dhan Dhaanya 
Krishi Yojana and the Mission for Aatmanirbharta 
in Pulses. The Prime Minister interacted with 
farmers, reaffirming the government's commitment 
to agricultural self-reliance and rural development. 
Participants later visited key Institute facilities 
followed by farmer–scientist interactions to promote 
sustainable tuber crops–based farming systems.
150th birth anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa 
Munda

The Regional Station of ICAR-CTCRI, Bhubaneswar, 
celebrated Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas 2025 under the theme 
'Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh Pakhwada' to commemorate 
the 150th birth anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda 
during 12-14 November 2025 at Koradapankala, 
Khariguda and Mallipadara villages of Mohana 

block, Gajapati district, Odisha. Three programmes 
were organized: Public awareness campaign at 
Koradapankala village on 12 November 2025, Tribal 
agri-entrepreneurship summit at Khariguda village on 
13 November 2025 and educational initiatives on the 
legacy of tribal freedom fighters at Mallipadara village 
on 14 November 2025. Apart from 163 tribal farmers 
and farm women, the programmes were attended 
by Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan, Head (i/c), and Mr. A. 
Laxmanarao, AAO, Regional Station, ICAR–CTCRI, 
Bhubaneswar; tribal religious and community leaders; 
village leaders; representatives of the Tribal Cultural 
Academy; ward members; the Nayab Sarpanch 
of Khariguda Gram Panchayat; headmasters of 
Karadapankala, Khariguda, and Mallipadara schools; 
Anganwadi teachers;entrepreneurs and social workers 
from PREM (NGO).
International symposium on Tropical Root 
& Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food 
systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship and 
Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES)

The 20th International symposium on Tropical Root 
& Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agri-food Systems, 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES) was hosted by ICAR-CTCRI, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, jointly organized 
with the Indian Society for Root Crops (ISRC) 
and the International Society for Tropical Root 
Crops (ISTRC) during 17-21 November 2025 at 
Thiruvananthapuram. The symposium brought 
together over 90 international delegates from 25 
countries across six continents, along with 200 Indian 
delegates, representing scientists, policymakers, 
industry experts, entrepreneurs, students, and other 
stakeholders. At the inaugural session, Dr. Sanjay 
Kumar Singh, Deputy Director General (Hort. Sci.), 
ICAR, advocated diversified food systems over 
monocropping, emphasizing zero waste and full 
utilization of plant parts. He highlighted the role of 
tropical root and tuber crops in addressing agrarian 
and climate challenges while enhancing food and 
nutritional security and promoting entrepreneurship. 
Prof. Lateef O. Sanni, President of ISTRC and 
Executive Director, Nigerian Stored Products 
Research Institute, outlined the broader vision of 
ISTRC and highlighted the importance of tuber crops 
and banana as staple foods in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-CTCRI, reiterated the 
shared international commitment to improving food 
security through enhanced production and value-
chain development of tropical tubers. During the 
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inaugural proceedings, scientists were felicitated with 
the ISRC Fellow Award and Dr. A. Abraham Award 
and an important policy-level proposal, the National 
Mission on Tuber Crops (NMTC), was proposed to 
mainstream tropical tuber crops into India's food 
basket and to enhance productivity, farmer income 
and value-chain development of these climate-
resilient crops.

The five-day programme featured 8 keynote 
addresses, 31 lead talks, 86 oral presentations, and 
94 poster presentations, reflecting strong global 
participation and scientific depth. Technical sessions 
were organized across six thematic tracks along 
with a Young Scientist Award Contest. Keynote and 
plenary talks highlighted advances in germplasm 
utilization, precision and climate-smart practices, 
seed systems, stress resilience, value addition and 
market-led scaling approaches in root, tubers and 
banana (RTB) value chains. The plenary session on 

Lighting the lamp and inauguration of  
ISTRTC 4 NARES

The award winners of the International Symposium

Plenary session of ISTRTC 4 NARES

21 November 2025 also included presentation of 
several awards, including the ISRC Young Scientist 
Award, Pat Coursey Award, Prof. Satish Chandra 
Award, Best Sweet Potato Scientific Paper Award, 
best oral, poster and logo design awards.

Stakeholder Interface on 'Fostering global 
partnerships and business models for 
tropical tuber crops'

The ICAR-CTCRI in collaboration with AgrInnovate 
India Ltd. organized a Stakeholder interface on 
'Fostering global partnerships and business models 
for tropical tuber crops' during the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops on 
20 November 2025. The event was inaugurated 
by Dr. Praveen Kumar Singh, Agriculture 
Commissioner, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, Government of India, as Chief Guest, who 
emphasized technology-driven growth in the sector. 
Guests of Honour, Dr. Neeraj Sharma (CIP, New 
Delhi), Dr. George Ninan (ICAR-CIFT, Cochin) 
and Sh. V.C. Dhruva (Agrinnovate India Ltd., 
New Delhi), highlighted opportunities in research, 
entrepreneurship and international collaboration. 
The interface brought together global scientists, 
industry leaders, entrepreneurs and policy experts. It 
featured panel discussions on business development, 
export regulations and financing. The programme 
concluded with a commitment to innovation, value-
chain efficiency and strengthened global engagement 
in tropical root and tuber crops.
Mid-term review meeting of AICRP on Tuber 
Crops

The mid-term review meeting of AICRP on Tuber 
Crops was held on 20 November 2025 at ICAR-
CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. G. Byju, Project Coordinator, 
AICRP TC & Director, ICAR-CTCRI. Principal 
investigators and co-principal investigators from 21 
AICRP TC centres participated and presented their 
research achievements for the period April-November 
2025. On this occasion, a technical bulletin titled 
'Tuber crop varieties released in India' was released.
Tuber Crops Day 2025

The ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram in 
collaboration with the Indian Society for Root Crops 
(ISRC), celebrated the Tuber Crops Day 2025 on 
04 December 2025. The Chief Guest, Shri. Saji 
John, Mission Director, State Horticulture Mission, 
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21 November 2025 also included presentation of 
several awards, including the ISRC Young Scientist 
Award, Pat Coursey Award, Prof. Satish Chandra 
Award, Best Sweet Potato Scientific Paper Award, 
best oral, poster and logo design awards.

Stakeholder Interface on 'Fostering global 
partnerships and business models for 
tropical tuber crops'

The ICAR-CTCRI in collaboration with AgrInnovate 
India Ltd. organized a Stakeholder interface on 
'Fostering global partnerships and business models 
for tropical tuber crops' during the International 
Symposium on Tropical Root & Tuber Crops on 
20 November 2025. The event was inaugurated 
by Dr. Praveen Kumar Singh, Agriculture 
Commissioner, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, Government of India, as Chief Guest, who 
emphasized technology-driven growth in the sector. 
Guests of Honour, Dr. Neeraj Sharma (CIP, New 
Delhi), Dr. George Ninan (ICAR-CIFT, Cochin) 
and Sh. V.C. Dhruva (Agrinnovate India Ltd., 
New Delhi), highlighted opportunities in research, 
entrepreneurship and international collaboration. 
The interface brought together global scientists, 
industry leaders, entrepreneurs and policy experts. It 
featured panel discussions on business development, 
export regulations and financing. The programme 
concluded with a commitment to innovation, value-
chain efficiency and strengthened global engagement 
in tropical root and tuber crops.
Mid-term review meeting of AICRP on Tuber 
Crops

The mid-term review meeting of AICRP on Tuber 
Crops was held on 20 November 2025 at ICAR-
CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. G. Byju, Project Coordinator, 
AICRP TC & Director, ICAR-CTCRI. Principal 
investigators and co-principal investigators from 21 
AICRP TC centres participated and presented their 
research achievements for the period April-November 
2025. On this occasion, a technical bulletin titled 
'Tuber crop varieties released in India' was released.
Tuber Crops Day 2025

The ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram in 
collaboration with the Indian Society for Root Crops 
(ISRC), celebrated the Tuber Crops Day 2025 on 
04 December 2025. The Chief Guest, Shri. Saji 
John, Mission Director, State Horticulture Mission, 

Government of Kerala, inaugurated the event and 
delivered the inaugural address. He highlighted the 
importance of climate-resilient smart tuber crops, 
advocating their promotion in urban and peri-urban 
areas and proposing a Centre of Excellence for Urban 
Horticulture at ICAR-CTCRI. The programme 
was presided over by Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-
CTCRI and President, ISRC, who emphasized 
expanding tuber crops area in Kerala, the nutritional 
value of sweet potato, cassava as a saviour crop 
and the need to strengthen seed systems, value 
addition, marketing and farmer–market linkages. 
A highlight was the felicitation of Shri. Johnson 
Mathew, developer of the PPVFRA-registered 
cassava farmer variety 'Manna'. The event saw 
participation of Subject Matter Specialists from 25 
KVKs of Assam and about 50 farmers from Idukki. 
As part of the programme, Sh. Saji John inaugurated 
the Gene Editing Laboratory of Division of Crop 
Improvement, ICAR-CTCRI. Established at a cost 
of ₹ 1.25 crore under a plan-funded project, the state 
of-the-art facility will strengthen ICAR-CTCRI's 
capabilities in precision breeding, crop improvement 
and advanced biotechnological interventions, 
marking a key milestone for innovation in tuber 
crops.

World Soil Day 2025
The World Soil Day was celebrated on 05 December 
2025 at ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram and 
Regional Station, Bhubaneswar. At the headquarters, 
the programme was inaugurated by Dr. C. George 
Thomas, Former Chairman, Kerala State Biodiversity 
Board and presided over by Dr. G. Byju, Director, 
ICAR-CTCRI. Dr. Thomas delivered a lecture on 
the World Soil Day theme, 'Healthy soils for healthy 
cities.' The programme was attended by staff, students 
and trainees of ICAR-CTCRI, as well as students from 
Loyola School, Thiruvananthapuram. At the Regional 
Station, Dr. P. Pannerselvan, Principal Scientist, 
ICAR-CRRI, delivered the Presidential address, 
emphasizing the urgent need to create awareness 
among the farming community about the growing 
challenges in soil management. Around 50 students 
participated in the programme. Scientists from the 
Regional Station highlighted the global objectives of 
World Soil Day and explained the importance of soil 
health to the students.

National farmer’s day 'Kisan Diwas' 2025

The ICAR-CTCRI organized National Farmers Day 

(Kisan Diwas 2025) on 23 December 2025. The 
programme was attended by over 270 participants, 
including farmers from Thiruvananthapuram district 
and Institute staff. Dr. T. Makeshkumar, Director (i/c), 
ICAR-CTCRI, delivered the Presidential address and 
he emphasized the provisions of the Viksit Bharat - 
Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 
(VB G RAM G) Bill, 2025 for agricultural and 
rural development and highlighted ICAR-CTCRI's 
contributions to nation building through improved 
tuber crop varieties and technologies. A scientist-
farmer interface on improved tuber crop technologies 
and central government schemes was conducted, 
followed by the live telecast of the address by Shri. 
Bhagirath Choudhary, Hon'ble Union Minister of State 
for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, who highlighted 
farmers' contributions and recent agricultural 
schemes, including the VB G RAM G Bill, 2025. 
Participants visited key Institute facilities, received 
training materials and the programme enhanced 
scientific awareness, dissemination of government 
schemes and farmer-scientist interactions to promote 
sustainable tuber crops-based farming systems.

Quarterly review meetings of scientists
Four quarterly review meetings of scientists were 
conducted on 28-29 January, 7-8 July and 15-16 
October 2025 under the chairmanship of Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, to review the progress achieved during 
the quarter and to prioritize the targets for scientists 
of Crop Improvement, Crop Production, Crop 
Protection, Crop Utilization and Extension & Social 
Sciences.

Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav programme
Under the MGMG programme, 11 teams were formed 
and various programs were organized. A group of 
scientists visited farmers' fields at Thiruvallam Krishi 
Bhavan, Thiruvananthapuram on 30 January and 20 
May 2025 and gave necessary advisories to farmers 
cultivating ICAR-CTCRI varieties and on good 
agricultural practises. A programme on ‘Establishment 
of tuber crops seed village: Farmers training and 
distribution of planting materials’ was conducted at 
Venganoor panchayath, Thiruvananthapuram on 18 
June 2025. The programme was inaugurated by Shri. 
M. Vincent, MLA and Dr. G. Suja, Head, Division of 
Production, ICAR-CTCRI presided over. Technical 
sessions were handled by scientists on Seed village 
and DSM (Decentralised Seed Multiplier) and urban 
farming.
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Participation of ICAR-CTCRI in Viksit Krishi 
Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA) 2025 programme

The Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA) 2025, 
launched by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' 
Welfare in collaboration with ICAR on 29 May 2025, 
was a nationwide campaign aimed at promoting 
science based, climate-resilient and farmer centric 
agriculture. As part of this initiative, 25 scientists 
from ICAR-CTCRI Headquarters and 5 scientists 
from the Regional Station, Bhubaneswar participated 
in outreach programmes across 14 districts of Kerala 
and one district of Odisha in collaboration with 
ICAR-ATARI, Bengaluru, Krishi Vigyan Kendras 
(KVKs) and State line departments. Dr. G. Byju, 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI, actively participated in 
programmes at KVK Ernakulam, KVK Alappuzha 
and Enadimangalam Panchayat, Pathanamthitta, 
where he interacted with farmers, highlighted the 
Institute's technologies for sustainable tuber crop 
cultivation and distributed protray plantlets of the 
newly released cassava varieties Sree Annam and 
Sree Manna. The campaign successfully covered 
1,163 villages, reaching 2,56,517 farmers, of whom 
37% were women. 

During the campaign, ICAR-CTCRI scientists 
organized farmer scientist interactions, awareness 
programmes, technical lectures, field demonstrations, 
exhibitions and distribution of improved planting 
materials, focusing on climate resilient agriculture, 
integrated crop management, soil health, pest and 
disease management, value addition and integrated 
farming systems. Field interactions identified several 
major constraints, including mealybug, scale insects, 
stem and root rot and boron deficiency in cassava; 
collar rot in elephant foot yam; non-tuberization in 
cassava and sweet potato; pest and disease problems 
in coconut, banana, cardamom and vegetables; soil 
acidity; delayed soil testing; fertilizer shortages; wild 
animal damage; and marketing constraints. Farmers' 
feedback and Indigenous Technical Knowledge 
(ITKs) were systematically documented and shared 
with the concerned agencies for follow up action, 
contributing to location specific research, extension 
strategies and technology refinement.

Stakeholders’ interface on seed gram

Seed Gram, the Seed Village and Decentralised Seed 
Multiplier project 2025-30 of ICAR-CTCRI was 
launched in Kerala state by Sh. C.K. Hareendran 
MLA. Interface meetings and field visits were 

organized at Parassala, Thiruvananthapuram on 04 
July 2025. Sh. K. Ansalan MLA inaugurated the 
distribution of improved varieties of tuber crops.  Sh. 
S.K. Bendarwin, President, Parassala block panchayat 
presided. Smt. Manju Smitha, President, Parassala 
Grama Panchayat gave the felicitation address. 
Director, ICAR-CTCRI, Dr. G. Byju delivered the 
lead talk. The meeting was attended by more than 
300 farmers. 

As part of Seed Gram, a meeting at Muthalamada 
Panchayat was organized on 26 September 2025. 
Planting materials of sweet potato were distributed 
for trial to ADA, State Orange and Vegetable Farm, 
Nelliampathy. The scientists interacted with Chinese 
potato farmers and gave agro advisories on its 
cultivation especially on season based planting for 
realizing better yield.

Field diagnostic visits

Field diagnostic visits were conducted on 10 July 2025 
and 11 September 2025 in elephant foot yam fields at 
Aerom, Anchal Grama Panchayat, Kollam district, 
Kerala, to identify the causal agents of leaf yellowing 
and rots. A similar investigative visit was undertaken 
in Punalur, Kollam, to diagnose disease problems in 
arrowroot. Thirty-five farmers received training on 
diagnosis and management of tuber-crop diseases at 
the VFPCK unit, Aerom, Kollam. On 14 July 2025, 
a team of scientists and technical staff along with the 
Agriculture Officer, Krishi Bhavan, Chenkal visited 
the cassava stem and root rot affected cassava fields 
in Chenkal village, Thiruvananthapuram district. The 
team provided management recommendations and 
collected infected plant and soil samples for further 
examination.

Academic Cell activities 

Two half yearly meetings were conducted on 07 
January and 17 September 2025 to review the 
progress of the research activities of Ph.D. students 
by the Director and the members of the committee. 
Individual students presented the research progress 
during six months which will help them to complete 
their research programme on time.

Library activities 

ONOS portal: ICAR–CTCRI Headquarters and 
Regional Station were successfully registered in the 
ONOS (One Nation One Subscription) portal from 
January 2025, to ensure centralized and seamless 
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access to national and international scholarly 
e-resources. The work involved verification of 
institutional details, completion of registration 
formalities and implementation of access for all units, 
enabling effective utilization of ONOS-subscribed 
journals and databases by researchers and staff. 

National Reading Day: The National Reading Day 
was celebrated at ICAR–CTCRI on 19 June 2025 to 
promoting reading habits and creating awareness on the 
importance of libraries and knowledge sharing. Dr. P.K. 
Suresh Kumar, Former Deputy Librarian, University 
of Kerala, was the Chief Guest of the programme. Ms. 
Archana Gopinath, CEO, Reading Room, Cheruvakkal 
was the guest of honour. Dr. G. Suja, Director (i/c), 
ICAR-CTCRI presided. The Reading Day Pledge was 
administered during the function. Dr. V.S. Santhosh 
Mithra, Principal Scientist and Chairman, Library 
Advisory Committee welcomed the gathering and 
Smt. Deepa B. S., Technical Officer (Library) proposed 
vote of thanks. In connection with this, a Read and 
Talk competitions in English and Malayalam on the 
theme “Vayana Marikkumo?” and Book Hunt and 
Mass Reading programmes were organized on 16 June 
2025. The prizes for the winners of the competitions 
were distributed during the function. 

Library services and collection development: 
During the reporting period, procurement of 27 
scientific books amounting to ₹ 1,34,738.43 is in 
progress. To enrich institutional research output, 2 
Ph.D. theses and 7 M.Sc. theses were added to the 
library. A total of 701 books were issued through 
circulation services, while reference services were 
provided to 882 users, supporting research, academic 
and administrative requirements. Additionally, 
11 library membership cards were issued to staff 
members. In support of information dissemination 
and archival needs, 111 media news items in digital 
format were organized and made available in the 
library for reference. The library also conducted a 
library orientation and user awareness programme 
for B.Sc. (Ag.) students of Guru Kashi University, 
Bathinda, Punjab, to familiarize them with library 
resources, services and information access tools.

Official Language activities

During 2025, the Official Language Implementation 
Committee (OLIC) of ICAR-CTCRI conducted four 
quarterly review meetings (25 February, 10 June, 19 
August and 5 December) under the chairmanship of 
the Director, Dr. G. Byju, to review and strengthen 

the implementation of the Official Language policy. 
Key initiatives included distribution of the 22-point 
programme for promoting Hindi, publication 
of the second edition of the Hindi e-magazine 
Indradhanush, suggestions for creation of a 'Hindi 
Corner' on the institute website, discussion of the 
revised Parliamentary Inspection Questionnaire and 
Annual Programme (2025–26) for implementation, 
approval for procurement of Hindi books, updating 
the staff roster for Hindi proficiency and identifying 
employees for training and efforts to fill the vacant 
posts of Assistant Director (Official Language) and 
Hindi Translator. ICAR Headquarters appreciated the 
institute's performance in bilingual correspondence, 
Hindi noting on files, workshops, Hindi Pakhwada 
celebrations and implementation of incentive 
schemes, while all quarterly compliance reports were 
submitted to the Council.

The institute also organized Hindi Pakhwada 
(14–28 September 2025) both at the headquarters 
and the Regional Station, Bhubaneswar, featuring 
competitions for employees and their children. To 
enhance Hindi proficiency, four one-day workshops 
covering topics like Quarterly Progress Reports, 
Kantasth 2.0, the Annual Programme (2025–26) 
and the Indian Constitution was organized where, a 
total of 69 officers and 50 employees were trained. 
Additionally, two Official Language inspections was 
conducted by senior ICAR officials viz., Sh. Ram 
Dayal Sharma, Joint Director, Official Language, 
ICAR in October and Dr. Sudhakar Pandey, ADG 
(FVS&MP), Hort. Sci., ICAR in December 2025. 
Both commended the institute for its effective 
implementation of the Official Language policy and 
expressed appreciation for its overall performance.

Sports @ CTCRI

A total of 26 participants from ICAR-CTCRI 
participated in the ICAR South Zonal Sports Meet at 
ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad during 10-13 February 
2026. They participated in various sports events like 
cricket, basketball, badminton, table tennis, chess, 
carroms, race (100 m, 200 m, 400 m, 800 m and 
1500 m), relay, long jump, shotput, discus throw and 
javelin.

Recreation Club 

The club activities kick started with the New Year 
celebration on 01 January 2025. The occasion was 
marked by cake cutting by Dr. G. Byju, Director. 
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Lucky dip and a cultural programme by staff/club 
members were organized. The Institute calendar was 
released by the Director on the New Year day. Onam 
2025 was celebrated with Athapookkalam competition 
and Dr. G. Byju, Director gave away the trophies to 
winners, followed by a sumptuous Onasadya. The 
club organised befitting farewell functions for 5 staff 
who superannuated, in appreciation of their valuable 
contribution to the Institute development as well 
as tuber crops research. The Republic Day and 78th 
Independence Day functions were organized by the 
club in which Director hoisted the national flag and 
addressed the staff. A new committee took charge.

HRD cell activities

The HRD training unit is facilitating the staff to 
attend trainings across the country. Recently the staff 
members underwent mandatory IGoT trainings in 
the online mode under the Karmayogi mission. Most 
of the staff is regularly attending the IGoT training 
through online platform. Academic trainings were 
also organised by the Institute and last year, two 
trainings were successfully completed. Training 
on Rashtriya Karmayogi Jan Seva Programme was 
attended by the Nodal Officer at ICAR-NAARM. 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

The ICAR-CTCRI organized various cleanliness 
drives at the campus during 2025. During the first 
two quarters cleanliness drives were conducted in 
and around the Institute premises covering an area of 
approximately 10,000 sq. feet. All the trash materials 
such as paper, plastic, metal and glass waste found in 
and around the premises were disposed.

Swachhta Hi Seva 2025 was celebrated from 17 
September to 02 October 2025 by organizing a series of 
cleaning drives and awareness activities in Ayurveda 
Dispensary, Cheruvakkal, Thiruvananthapuram 
and Vettucadu Church, Thiruvananthapuram. An 
awareness class on was delivered to the students of 
Cheruvakkal Upper Primary School, followed by a 
quiz competition, Swachhta Hi Seva pledge, a human 
chain, a ‘Waste to Art’ competition, etc. Swachhta 
Hi Seva 2025 was celebrated at Regional Station, 
Bhubaneswar with various activities. 

The Swachhta Pakhwada 2025 was also organized 
from 16-31 December 2025 which started with a 
Swachhta Pledge by Dr. G. Byju, Director, ICAR-
CTCRI. More than 60 staff and 25 farmers from 
Maharashtra participated in the pledge. A series of 

activities were successfully conducted, including the 
observance of Farmers' Day (Kisan Diwas), planting 
of fruit trees, promotion of kitchen gardening, 
recycling of waste water and community outreach 
programmes. Other initiatives included weeding 
out old office records, cleanliness drives across 
the institute premises, guest house and Veli Beach, 
signature campaigns within the institute and in public 
places, plastic waste shramdaan at the canteen and 
walkathons across the campus.

Exhibitions

During the reporting year, ICAR-CTCRI participated in 
21 exhibitions as listed, for the benefit of farmers and 
other stakeholders. A large number of farmers, students, 
industrialists and others participated and acquired 
knowledge on improved technologies of truber crops.

1.	 National seminar on Coconut Based Land Use 
and Changing Climate, by Kerala State Land 
Use Board on 06 January 2025 at Mascot Hotel, 
Thiruvananthapuram.

2.	 Commercial Tuber Crops Technologies, in the 
Stakeholders Meet on Leveraging Innovation 
Ecosystems for Building Sustainable Tuber 
Crops Entrepreneurship in India on 09 January 
2025 at ICAR-CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram.

3.	 International Conference for Food Security 
and Nutrition on 17 January 2025 at OUAT, 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

4.	 National Conference on Seed Chain Management 
in the Eastern and Northeastern Hill Regions 
during 21-22 January 2025 at CHES, ICAR-
IIHR, Bhubaneswar.

5.	 Improved Varieties and Technologies of Cassava 
for Enhancing Productivity and Farm Income 
on 03 February 2025 at Pachamalai Hills, 
Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu.

6.	 17th Agricultural Science Congress 2025 during 
20-22 February 2025 at G.B. Pant University 
of Agriculture and Technology (GBPUAT), 
Pantnagar. 

7.	 Stakeholders interface cum training programme 
on Tuber Crops for Agrifood Systems and 
Sustainable Income on 21 February 2025 at 
Kanubari, Longding, Arunachal Pradesh. 

8.	 Seed Festival during 22-24 February 2025 
at Kanjikuzhi Grama Panchayat, Alappuzha, 
Kerala. 
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9.	 Novel Processing and Value Addition in Tapioca 
& Ethnic Tuber Crops Festival on 24 February 
2025 at Tiyi Hall, Wokha town, Nagaland. 

10.	 Improved Varieties and Technologies of 
Tuber Crops for Enhancing Farm Income and 
Distribution of Critical Inputs on 14 March 
2025 at Department of Forests, Mundanthurai, 
Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu.

11.	 Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of College of 
Agriculture, Vellayani, Thiruvananthapuram 
during 26-28 May 2025.

12.	 National Policy Dialogue on Scaling Up 
Biofortified Crops for Addressing Childhood 
Malnutrition in Tribal Areas on 18 June 2025 at 
the SAIL auditorium, Keonjhar, Odisha.

13.	 Janmabhoomi Golden Jubilee celebrations 
during 07-11 May 2025 at Thiruvananthapuram.

14.	 State level inauguration of Seed Village and 
DSM Programme envisaged for 2025-2030 
under SCSP Project on 04 July 2025 at EMS 
Hall, Parassala, Thiruvananthapuram. 

15.	 Launching of Seed Gram 2025-30 in association 
with Department of Agriculture, LSGD and 
Susthira Thrithala project, under Institute SCSP 
at Thrithala, Palakkad, Kerala on 19 July 2025.

16.	 Seed Village programme under SCSP of AICRP 
on Tuber Crops on 29 August 2025 at SSS 
Shadabdi Auditorium, Cherthala, Alappuzha, 
Kerala.

17.	 Education Festival 2025 during 11-12 October 
2025 at Lekshmi Vilasom High School (LVHS), 
Pothencode, Thiruvananthapuram.

18.	 Value Added Products and Tubers Crops 
Technologies during 14 and 15 October 2025 
under SCSP programme at Mathur and Pattithara 
in Palakkad district.

19.	 Kerala Women Entrepreneurs Conclave 2025 
on 13 October 2025 at the Lulu International 
Convention Centre, Thrissur, Kerala.

20.	 INFIBOT 2025-2026 on 30 October 2025 at 
St. Thomas Residential School, Mukkolakkal, 
Thiruvananthapuram.

21.	 International Symposium on Tropical Root & 
Tuber Crops for Nutrition, Agrifood Systems, 

Resilience, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
(ISTRTC 4 NARES) organized by Indian Society 
for Root Crops, International Society for Tropical 
Root Crops and ICAR-Central Tuber Crops 
Research Institute during 17-21 November 2025 
at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 

Exposure visits to ICAR-CTCRI

One day exposure visits cum training were organized at 
ICAR-CTCRI on topics like ‘Improved technologies 
of tuber crops’ and ‘Production, value addition and 
entrepreneurship development in root and tuber crops’ 
for the benefit of farmers (846), students (2642) and 
officials (235) both at the headquarters and Regional 
Station. 

Agribusiness Incubator activities

The Agribusiness Incubator (ABI) of ICAR-CTCRI 
undertook several initiatives during 2025 to promote 
agripreneurship, technology commercialization, 
startup incubation and stakeholder engagement. 
A major highlight was the successful conduct of 
the third edition of the Certified Agritech Startup 
Professional (CAgtSP) programme in collaboration 
with Kerala Agricultural University, which trained 
167 undergraduate students in agribusiness and 
entrepreneurship. In addition, a sensitization 
programme on technological innovations and 
commercialization was organized for 25 postgraduate 
and Ph.D. students from Siksha 'O' Anusandhan 
University, Bhubaneswar, to enhance awareness of 
innovation management and technology transfer. 
During the year, the incubator also enrolled three new 
agribusiness start-ups, two from Kerala and one from 
Odisha, to support enterprise development.

The ABI strengthened institutional partnerships 
and outreach through strategic collaborations with 
both development organizations and industry. A 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed 
with the Centre for Innovation in Science and Social 
Action (CISSA) to enhance the capacity of 36 Farmer 
Producer Companies (FPCs) in Kerala, accompanied 
by programmes benefiting farmers and other 
stakeholders. The institute also inaugurated its fourth 
Satellite Incubation Centre (SIC) at RARS, Pattambi, 
Kerala and organized a stakeholder workshop 
focusing on the conservation and utilization of tribal 
farmers' genetic resources and traditional knowledge. 
Furthermore, ICAR-CTCRI initiated discussions 
with PepsiCo India to explore opportunities for tuber 
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crop value chain development, particularly for snack 
food processing, while a planning workshop with 
FPO representatives helped identify their needs and 
formulate mentoring strategies. Collectively, these 
activities strengthened the institute's innovation 
ecosystem by fostering entrepreneurship, industry 
partnerships, technology commercialization and 
farmer-centric development.

On-farm trials (OFT)/ Front line  
demonstrations (FLD) conducted

During 2025, ICAR-CTCRI implemented a series of 
on-farm trials (OFTs) to evaluate improved tuber crop 
varieties and production technologies under farmers' 
field conditions across Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Assam. 
The institute monitored 10 on-farm demonstrations 
in Tiruppur district, Tamil Nadu, on cassava (Sree 
Reksha), elephant foot yam (Gajendra), Site-Specific 
Nutrient Management (SSNM) and organic farming 
technologies under Coconut Development Board 
funding. Four OFTs were conducted at Parassala, 
Thiruvananthapuram, to evaluate orange-fleshed 
sweet potato, anthocyanin- and β-carotene-rich sweet 
potato genotypes, white-fleshed sweet potato and 
high-starch sweet potato. Another 10 demonstrations 
on improved cassava and elephant foot yam varieties 
along with SSNM and organic farming were 
established in Kamrup district, Assam. In addition, 
biofortified sweet potato trials were successfully 
completed at Bharathanoor (Thiruvananthapuram) 
and also at Kollengode (Palakkad), while three OFTs 
on minisett-raised protray nursery technology for 
greater yam (Sree Nidhi) were established in farmers' 
fields in Thiruvananthapuram district to promote 
quality planting material production.

Front line demonstrations (FLDs) and field monitoring 
programmes across Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Odisha 
were also carried out to promote improved varieties, 
quality planting material production and scientific 
crop management. Scientists regularly monitored seed 
village demonstration plots of cassava, taro and sweet 
potato, conducted farm advisory services on SSNM 
practices, assessed disease incidence in cassava 
demonstration fields and evaluated quality planting 
material production in collaboration with KVKs and 
state departments. Focused group discussions were 
organized in Chinese potato-growing regions of Tamil 
Nadu. Under the Rainbow Diet Campaign, Odisha, 

three nutriseed villages were established in Keonjhar 
district, where 30 farmers cultivated biofortified 
sweet potato (SP-95/4) over seven acres, for quality 
planting material production. Planting materials of 
cassava and sweet potato were also distributed for 
establishing seed village demonstration plots in the 
tribal areas of Tiruchirappalli district in collaboration 
with KVK Trichy and the Department of Horticulture, 
Government of Tamil Nadu, thereby strengthening 
decentralized seed production and technology 
dissemination among farming communities.

ICAR-CTCRI in media

During 2025, ICAR-CTCRI received extensive media 
coverage across national, regional and local print and 
digital media, with 105 news reports highlighting 
its research, extension, technology dissemination, 
institutional collaborations, and farmer outreach 
activities. Major themes included women farmer 
empowerment programmes, promotion of advanced 
agricultural technologies, tribal farmer development 
initiatives in Jharkhand, Odisha, Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu, training programmes on scientific cultivation 
of cassava, sweet potato and elephant foot yam, value 
chain development, organic farming, seed village 
programmes, distribution of planting materials, 
genome-edited crop technologies, nutrition and food 
security, farmer producer organizations, smart farming, 
AI-based agriculture, value addition, collaborations 
with Kudumbashree, NABARD and other agencies, 
establishment of satellite incubation centres, national 
and regional seminars, research collaborations among 
scientific institutions, promotion of tuber crops in 
the North Eastern states, sustainable agriculture, 
Soil Day, Tuber Crops Day, and innovations in tuber 
crop processing and product development. Coverage 
appeared in leading newspapers and e-papers including 
The Hindu, The New Indian Express, Indian Express, 
Malayala Manorama, Mathrubhumi, Desabhimani, 
Kerala Kaumudi, Janayugam, Deepika, Veekshanam, 
Kesari, Chandrika, Mangalam, Deccan Chronicle, 
The Arunachal Times, Nagaland Post, The Morung 
Express, Dainik Bhaskar, Sakshi, Eenadu, Andhra 
Jyothi, Avenue Mail, Uditwani, New Ispat Mail, JCR 
News, The Photon News, Chronicle News Service and 
several other regional publications, demonstrating the 
institute's wide public outreach and growing national 
visibility in tuber crop research, technology transfer, 
entrepreneurship, and nutritional security.

Other Information
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Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA)
Date Key activities No of 

farmers Locations Key outcomes

29.05.2025 •	 Conducted awareness classes on tuber 
crops, rice cultivation, integrated pest 
and disease management.

•	 Farmer–scientist interaction sessions 
on crop production and bio-inputs.

•	 Organized rally and sensitization 
workshops on VKSA and Central 
Schemes.

•	 Training on sustainable cultivation 
and climate-resilient technologies.

9003 Alappuzha, Ernakulam, 
Idukki, Kannur, Kasaragod, 
Kollam, Kottayam, 
Malappuram, Pathanamthitta, 
Thirssur, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Wayanad

•	 Farmers gained knowledge on sci-
entific rice and tuber crop cultiva-
tion.

•	 Demand raised for short-duration 
cassava varieties and improved ac-
cess to quality inputs.

•	 Requests made for regular advi-
sory visits and timely information 
dissemination.

30.05.2025 •	 Sessions on intercropping of tubers 
in coconut gardens, monsoon care in 
livestock, and soil testing.

•	 Technical sessions on cardamom, ba-
nana, fish farming, and rain-fed crop 
management.

•	 Bio-input awareness and farmer in-
terface with line department officials.

9797 Alappuzha, Ernakulam, 
Idukki, Kannur, 
Kasaragod, Kollam, 
Kottayam, Malappuram, 
Pathanamthitta, Thirssur, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Wayanad

•	 Increased interest in soil health 
management and IPM practices.

•	 Feedback received on pest issues, 
input shortages, and insurance for 
crop loss.

•	 Need identified for soil test labs 
and credit-linked input supply.

31.05.2025 •	 Awareness sessions on monsoon 
crop care and do’s & don’ts for tuber 
crops and vegetables.

•	 Field visits for diagnosis of cassava 
disease and intercrops.

•	 Technology dissemination on nutri-
ent and pest management in vegeta-
bles and tubers.

9137 Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Idukki, 
Kannur, Kasaragod, Kollam, 
Kottayam, Malappuram, 
Pathanamthitta, Thirssur, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Wayanad

•	 Farmers requested support for 
timely soil testing and pest diag-
nostics.

•	 Enhanced knowledge on nutrient 
disorders and correction methods.

•	 Field issues documented and sam-
ples collected for lab analysis.

01.06.2025 •	 Sessions on coconut and tuber crop 
technologies by CTCRI and KVK 
scientists.

•	 Hands-on training on mushroom cul-
tivation 

•	 Awareness on sustainable practices in 
intercropping and crop diversification.

12315 Alappuzha, Ernakulam, 
Idukki, Kannur, 
Kasaragod, Kollam, 
Kottayam, Malappuram, 
Pathanamthitta, Thirssur, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Wayanad

•	 Positive feedback on training and 
knowledge gained despite weath-
er disruptions.

•	 Emphasis placed by farmers on 
mobile testing units and advisory.

•	 Farmer queries addressed through 
sessions platforms.

02.06.2025 •	 Training on integrated crop manage-
ment (vegetables, banana, and plan-
tation crops).

•	 Interaction with farmer groups and 
discussion on tuber crop issues.

18088 Alappuzha, Ernakulam, 
Idukki, Kannur, 
Kasaragod, Kollam, 
Kottayam, Malappuram, 
Pathanamthitta, Thirssur, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Wayanad

•	 Farmers emphasized the need for 
training on value addition and 
post-harvest technologies.

•	 Request for training in pest-resistant 
and climate-resilient varieties.

•	 Strong demand for planting mate-
rial and bio-input access through 
KVKs.

03.06.2025 •	 Sessions on tropical tuber crops, 
spices, inland fish farming, and pro-
cessing technologies.

•	 Training by ICAR institutes on co-
conut, pepper, and fish post-harvest 
techniques.

•	 Awareness on integrated farming and 
technology packages.

9574 Kozhikode, Ernakulam, 
Kannur, Kasargod, 
Kollam, Kottayam, 
Palakkad, Pathanamthitta

•	 Participants showed high interest 
in diversified farming.

•	 Farmers requested regular expert 
visits and KVK demonstrations.

•	 Need expressed for organized 
marketing and training in online 
selling platforms.

04.06.2025 •	 Awareness programs on coconut, 
arecanut, spices, and ornamental fish 
farming.

•	 Dissemination of leaflets, folders, 
and training materials.

•	 Sessions by experts on value ad-
dition and sustainable pest control 
methods.

8150 Kozhikode, Ernakulam, 
Kannur, Kasargod, 
Kollam, Kottayam, 
Palakkad, Pathanamthitta

•	 Feedback on need for pest-resis-
tant coconut varieties and root 
wilt control.

•	 Farmers called for insurance cov-
erage against wild animal attacks.

•	 Urged inclusion of scientific 
farming in school curriculum.

Other Information
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05.06.2025 •	 Trainings on Agrotechniques of tu-
ber crops and fisheries.

•	 Street campaigns conducted with 
school students and public.

•	 Distribution of cassava varieties and 
vegetable seedlings.

12710 Kozhikode, 
Ernakulam, Kannur, 
Kasargod, Kollam, 
Kottayam, Palakkad, 
Pathanamthitta

•	 Farmers requested support for 
solar fencing and affordable pest 
repellents.

•	 Emphasis on farm mechanization 
and support for small tools like 
weeders.

•	 Strong interest in integrated farm-
ing and demand for value chain 
support.

06.06.2025 •	 Technical sessions on spices, fish 
processing, coconut cultivation, and 
tuber crops.

•	 Field visits for cassava root rot diag-
nosis.

•	 Sessions on eco-friendly weed and 
pest management.

7247 Kozhikode, 
Ernakulam, Kannur, 
Kasargod, Kollam, 
Kottayam, Palakkad, 
Pathanamthitta

•	 Farmers requested on-site demon-
strations and more practical train-
ing.

•	 Urged for regulated sale of agro-
chemicals through government 
outlets.

•	 Need for local seed hubs and 
nurseries for quality planting ma-
terial emphasized.

07.06.2025 •	 Field visits for soil and plant sam-
pling; farmer consultations on recur-
ring problems.

•	 FPO–Scientist interface meeting to 
link research with field challenges.

5645 Kozhikode, Ernakulam, 
Kannur, Kasargod, 
Kollam, Kottayam, 
Palakkad, Pathanamthitta

•	 Demand for inclusion of mussel 
and aquaculture training raised.

•	 Recommendation to promote cas-
sava-based industries and paddy 
straw utilization.

08.06.2025 •	 Conducted farmer training and farm-
er–scientist interface sessions.

•	 Discussions on issues related to tu-
ber crops, fisheries, and spice crops.

•	 Field visits by multidisciplinary sci-
entific team to assess cropping sys-
tems and farmer practices.

2585 Alappuzha, Kozhikode, 
Palakkad

•	 Improved understanding of 
field-level problems in tuber and 
spice cultivation.

•	 Farmers expressed the need for 
timely availability of quality 
planting materials.

•	 Raised concerns regarding wild 
boar menace and need for effec-
tive control measures.

09.06.2025 •	 Awareness and training programs.
•	 Sessions focused on spice crops, tu-

ber crop technologies, banana, and 
fish production.

•	 Interactive discussions between sci-
entists and farmers.

4113 Alappuzha, Kozhikode, 
Palakkad

•	 Requests for pest-resistant and 
climate-resilient varieties.

•	 Demand for regularization of 
pesticide and agrochemical sales 
through certified outlets.

10.06.2025 •	 Farmer training and interaction pro-
grams.

•	 Focus on crop production, tuber pro-
cessing, spice crop management, and 
marine fisheries.

•	 Discussions on integration of crop 
and fish farming technologies.

4644 Alappuzha, Kozhikode, 
Palakkad

•	 Strong interest in value addition 
and marketing strategies for farm 
produce.

•	 Farmers demanded affordable 
and timely access to fertilizers.

11.06.2025 •	 Farmer-scientist interface meetings 
and training sessions.

•	 Awareness sessions on integrated nu-
trient management, crop processing, 
and fisheries.

•	 Distribution of technical know-how 
and feedback collection.

4269 Alappuzha, Kozhikode, 
Palakkad

•	 Farmers emphasized the need for 
scientific repulsion methods for 
wild animals.

•	 Expressed need for faster dis-
bursement of crop insurance ben-
efits.

12.06.2025 •	 Pre-Kharif campaign 
•	 Focused on tuber crops, spices, ma-

rine fish production, and government 
schemes.

•	 Conducted technical sessions and 
farmer feedback forums.

6355 Alappuzha, Kozhikode, 
Palakkad

•	 Farmers demanded timely direct 
benefit transfers, and effective 
wild animal control measures.

•	 Highlighted the need for intensi-
fied research on coconut diseases 
and price stabilization
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राजभाषा कार्यान्वयन समिति (ओएलआईसी) ने आईसीएआर-
सीटीसीआरआई के निदशेक डॉ. जी. बैज ुऔर ओएलआईसी के अध्यक्ष 
की अध्यक्षता में प्रत्येक तिमाही (25 फरवरी, 10 जनू, 19 अगस्त और 5 
दिसंबर 2025) में बैठकें  आयोजित कीं। बैठकों का संचालन डॉ. ए. आशा 
दवेी, प्रधान वैज्ञानिक एवं संपर्क  अधिकारी द्वारा किया गया था और श्री एस. 
भद्रकुमार, वरिष्ठ प्रशासनिक अधिकारी और सदस्य सचिव (ओएलआईसी) 
द्वारा समर थ्ित किया गया था। ओएलआईसी से संबंधित विभिन्न बिदओु ंपर 
चर्चा की गई और लिए गए निर्णयों को लाग ूकिया गया।

�� सीटीसीआरआई की हिदंी ई-पत्रिका "इदं्रधनषु" का पहला अकं 7 
मार्च, 2025 को अतंर्राष्ट्रीय महिला दिवस समारोह के अवसर पर, 
केरल नॉलेज इकोनॉमी मिशन की निदशेक डॉ. पी.एस. श्रीकला 
द्वारा जारी किया गया।

�� हिदंी ई-पत्रिका 'इदं्रधनषु' का दसूरा संस्करण प्रकाशित करने का 
निर्णय लिया गया। अध्यक्ष ने इसे 'विश्व हिदंी दिवस-2026' के 
अवसर पर जारी करने का निर्णय लिया।

�� अध्यक्ष ने संस्थान की वेबसाइट पर “हिदंी कोना” नामक एक 
अलग फ़ोल्डर जोड़ने का सझुाव दिया। यहाँ, संस्थान द्वारा 
आयोजित राजभाषा से संबंधित सभी कार्यक्रमों के समाचार और 
तस्वीरें अपलोड की जानी हैं।

�� संशोधित संसदीय निरीक्षण प्रश्नावली एवं वित्तीय वर्ष 2025-26 
के वार्षिक कार्यक्रम के मखु्य बिदओु ंपर, अनपुालन के लिए चर्चा 
की गई।

�� समिति के अध्यक्ष ने वित्तीय वर्ष 2025-26 के लिए हिदंी पसु्तकों 
की खरीद को मजंरूी दी।

�� हिदंी में कार्यसाधक ज्ञान के लिए कर्मचारियों की एक संशोधित 
सचूी तैयार की गई। यह निर्णय लिया गया कि उन कर्मचारियों 
की सचूी तैयार की जाए जिन्हें हिदंी का कार्यसाधक ज्ञान नहीं ह,ै 
और उन्हें आगामी सत्र में प्रशिक्षण के लिए भजेा जाए। अतः, कें द्र 

वर्ष 2025 के दौरान इस संस्थान में आयोजित
 राजभाषा कार्यान्वयन से संबन्धित कार्यक्रम

सरकार के कर्मचारियों के लिए वित्तीय वर्ष 2025-2026 के दौरान 
आयोजित होने वाले हिदंी प्रशिक्षण हते ुICAR-CTCRI से आठ 
कर्मचारियों का चयन किया गया।

�� आईसीएआर ने नियम 3(3) के अतंर्गत द्विभाषी प्रारूप में जारी किए 
गए कुल दस्तावेजों की संख्या के संबंध में सीटीसीआरआई द्वारा 
किए गए कार्य की सराहना की ह।ै इसी प्रकार, सभी क्षेत्रों (क, ख 
और ग) को भजेे गए द्विभाषी पत्रों के पत्राचार, फाइलों पर लिखी 
गई टिप्पणियों तथा इस तिमाही के दौरान आयोजित कार्यशाला की 
भी सराहना की गई। 

�� सभी तिमाही कार्य-निष्पादन रिपोर्ट अनपुालन हते ुपरिषद को भजे दी 
गई।ं सहायक निदशेक (राजभाषा) और हिदंी अनवुादक के पदों को 
भरने के प्रयास किए जा रह ेहैं।

हिंदी पखवाड़ा 2025: हिदंी पखवाड़ा 2025 का आयोजन 14 से 28 सितंबर 
2025 तक मखु्यालय में किया गया। स्टाफ़ के लिए कई तरह के प्रतियोगिताए ं
आयोजित किए गए, जैसे अनवुाद, निबंध लेखन, श्रुतलेख, सलेुख, कविता 
पाठ, भाषण, 'तस्वीर क्या बोलती ह'ै, स्मृति परीक्षा और अतंाक्षरी। इनके 
अलावा, स्टाफ़ के बच्चों के लिए भी प्रतियोगिताए ंआयोजित किए गए। 
सीटीसीआरआई के क्षेत्रीय कें द्र, भवुनेश्वर, ओडिशा में भी 14 से 28 सितंबर 
2025 तक 'हिदंी पखवाड़ा 2025' का आयोजन किया गया।

हिंदी कार्यशालाए:ँ वर्ष के दौरान, हिदंी प्रकोष्ठ द्वारा चार एक-दिवसीय 
कार्यशालाए ँआयोजित की गई।ं

•	 प्रशासनिक और लेखा अनभुागों के लिए ‘तिमाही प्रगति रिपोर्ट’ 
पर एक आतंरिक हिदंी कार्यशाला 28 मार्च 2025 को आयोजित 
की गई, जिसमें 14 अधिकारियों और 9 कर्मचारियों को प्रशिक्षित 
किया गया।

•	 दसूरी तिमाही के दौरान, 30 जनू 2025 को ‘कंठस्थ 2.0’ पर 
एक कार्यशाला आयोजित की गई, जिसमें केनरा बैंक, आचंलिक 
कार्यालय, तिरुवनंतपरुम के वरिष्ठ राजभाषा प्रबंधक श्री षोजो लोबो 

OLIC बैठक                 हिदंी पखवाड़ा 2025 के दौरान  
बच्चों की प्रतियोगिता

हिदंी पखवाड़े का उद्घाटन
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ने प्रशिक्षण दिया। इसमें 16 अधिकारियों और 16 कर्मचारियों को 
प्रशिक्षित किया गया।

•	 ‘वार्षिक कार्यक्रम 2025-26’ विषय पर आतंरिक हिदंी कार्यशाला 
का आयोजन 16 सितंबर 2025 को किया गया, जिसमें 20 
अधिकारियों और 13 कर्मचारियों को प्रशिक्षित किया गया।

•	 अक्तू बर-दिसंबर तिमाही के दौरान, 17 अक्टूबर 2025 को ‘भारतीय 
संविधान’ विषय पर एक हिदंी कार्यशाला आयोजित की गई, जिसमें 
भारतीय कृषि अनसुंधान परिषद, नई दिल्ली के राजभाषा संयकु्त 
निदशेक श्री राम दयाल शर्मा ने कक्षा का संचालन किया। इसमें 19 
अधिकारियों और 12 कर्मचारियों को प्रशिक्षित किया गया।

श्री शोजो लोबो, वरिष्ठ ओएल प्रबंधक, 
केनरा बैंक द्वारा हिन्दी कार्यशाला।

इन-हाउस हिदंी कार्यशाला

राजभाषा निरीक्षण: साल 2025 में आईसीएआर-सीटीसीआरआई 
के लिए राजभाषा (ओएल) से जुड़े दो निरीक्षण किए गए। भारतीय 
कृषि अनुसंधान परिषद (भाकृअनुप) में राजभाषा के संयुक्त निदेशक 
श्री राम दयाल शर्मा ने 17 अक्टूबर 2025 को राजभाषा से संबंधित 
निरीक्षण किया। श्री शर्मा ने संस्थान द्वारा किए गए अच्छे काम पर 
संतोष और सराहना व्यक्त की। दसूरा निरीक्षण 30 दिसंबर 2025 को, 
डॉ. सुधाकर पांडे, बागवानी विज्ञान विभाग के एडीजी (एफ़वीएस &  
एमपी), भाकृअनुप ने किया। निदेशक के साथ-साथ ओएलआईसी 
के सभी सदस्य बैठक में शामिल हुए और डॉ. पांडे ने भी संस्थान में 
राजभाषा के कार्यान्वयन में किए गए अच्छे काम पर खशुी और सराहना  
व्यक्त की।

श्री राम दयाल शर्मा, संयुक्त निदशेक 
(ओएल), भाकृअनुप द्वारा ओएल निरीक्षण

 हिदंी कार्यान्वयन से संबन्धित
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IMPORTANT EVENTS
Sl. No. Name of the event Date

1 Stakeholders interface meeting-cum-workshop on Leveraging 
Innovation Ecosystems for Building Sustainable Tuber Crops 
Entrepreneurship in India

09 January 2025

2 Farmers' seminar on Tuber Crops 21 January 2025

3 Quarterly review meetings of scientists 28-29 January 2025

4 Final report submission of QRT 10 February 2025

5 National brainstorming workshop on Tuber Crops Mechanization: 
Status, Challenges and Strategic Vision for Food Security and 
Sustainability

21 February 2025

6 OLIC meeting 25 February 2025,
10 June 2025,
19 August 2025,
05 December 2025

7 Tribal connect programme in collaboration with Kerala Forest 
Department 28 February 2025

8 International Women's Day 8 March 2025

9 1st meeting of X RAC 10-11 March 2025

10 Certified Agritech Startup Professional Scheme (CAgtSP) - Phase 1 EDP 12-15 March 2025

11 Stakeholders’ interface on Tuber Crops Farming for Agrifood Systems 13 March 2025

12 Hindi Workshop 28 March 2025,
30 June 2025, 
16 September 2025,
17 October 2025

13 7th Poshan Pakhwada 08 to 23 April 2025

14 Farmers’ workshop organized in collaboration with Panavoor Grama 
Panchayat and Anad Farmers’ Cooperative Society 09 April 2025

15 National workshop on Celebrating Tribal Ingenuity: Strategies 
for Protecting, Valuing and Marketing Tribal Farmers’ Varieties, 
Innovations and Geographical Assets

01 May 2025

16 Institute Research Council meeting 05-09 May 2025

17 ICAR-CTCRI and CISSA collaboration meeting 15 May 2025

18 25th Annual Group Meeting of AICRP on Tuber Crops 19-20 May 2025

19 Farmers’ seminar and distribution of farm tools at Parakkode Block, 
Pathanamthitta 13 June 2025

20 Inauguration of Digital Farm at MBCET in collaboration with 
ICAR-CTCRI and Nadan Agro Farms June 2025

21 Launching workshop on Climate Resilient Agri-Food Systems 
Integrating Biofortified Sweet Potato for Sustainable Livelihoods 17 June 2025

22 National policy dialogue on Scaling up Biofortified Crops for Addressing 
Childhood Malnutrition in Tribal Areas 18 June 2025

23 H.H. Sree Visakham Thirunal Endowment lecture 23 June 2025
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24 Planning workshop for mentoring FPOs 24 June 2025

25 ICAR- CTCRI Foundation day 11 July 2025

26 Talk on understanding the POSH Act 2013: Prevention, Prohibition and 
Redressal of Sexual Harassment at Workplace 14 July 2025

27 ICAR-CTCRI and PepsiCo interface meeting 18 July 2025

28 Institute Biosafety Committee meeting 21 July 2025
18 December 2025

29 Interaction meeting with Director, ICAR-ATARI Zone-XI 26 July 2025

30 A training programme on Empowering Agro start-ups 30 July 2025

31 Live web telecast of PM Kisan Samman Nidhi & Scientist-Farmer 
Interface 2 August 2025

32 Independence Day celebration 15 August 2025

33 Hindi fortnight celebration 14-28 September 2025

34 Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 17 September to 02 
October 2025

35 Rainbow Diet Campaign Health Camp 18 September 2025

36 ICAR-CTCRI and CIP scientists interaction meeting 19 September 2025

37 Live webcast of the launching of PM Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana and 
Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses 11 October 2025

38 Vigilance Awareness week 2025- Integrity pledge 27-31 October 2025

39 Rashtriya Ekta Diwas pledge and unity walk 31 October 2025

40 Vande Mataram, a solemn mass singing 07 November 2025

41 Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh Pakhwada 12-14 November 2025

42 Inauguration of vacuum frying unit 12 Novemeber 2025

43 International symposium on Tropical Root and Tuber Crops for 
Nutrition, Agri-food Systems, Resilience, Entrepreneurship and 
Sustainability (ISTRTC 4 NARES)

17-21 November 2025

44 Stakeholder interface on Fostering Global Partnerships and Business 
Models for Tropical Tuber Crops 20 November 2025

45 Inauguration of Root Scape Arena 20 November 2025

46 Mid-term review meeting of AICRP on Tuber Crops 20 November 2025

47 International scientific meeting on Global Cassava Breeding 
Network 21 November 2025

48 Tuber Crops Day 2025 4 December 2025

49 Inauguration of Gene Editing Lab 04 Decemeber 2025

50 World Soil Day 2025 05 December 2025

51 National Farmers Day - Kisan Diwas 2025 23 December 2025

52 Swachhta Pakhwada-2025 16-31 December

53 Study visit of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Empowerment 
of Women 29-30 December 2025

Important Events
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WEATHER DATA 2025
ICAR-CTCRI, Headquarters, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

Month
Temperature (0C) Relative Humidity (%) Rainfall 

(mm)
No. of Rainy 

DaysMinimum Maximum Minimum Maximum

January 21.44 34.52 51.71 95.71 14.90 5

February 21.13 35.90 48.04 96.82 0.60 2

March 22.24 35.83 59.68 98.58 50.90 21

April 22.13 34.81 67.87 98.69 37.20 20

May 22.49 34.16 71.25 98.85 121.10 18

June 23.02 33.71 71.92 99.66 8.90 7

July 21.37 33.33 73.23 99.44 63.80 19

August 21.85 33.75 73.49 99.89 42.70 16

September 22.51 34.07 68.43 99.65 73.30 7

October 22.49 33.52 71.01 99.43 179.10 20

November 20.62 32.97 98.31 99.78 79.60 14

December 19.87 33.49 95.86 99.28 1.20 2

ICAR-CTCRI, Regional Station, Bhubaneshwar, Odisha

Month
Temperature (0C) Relative Humidity (%)

Rainfall (mm) No. of Rainy 
DaysMinimum Maximum Minimum Maximum

January 16.17 27.56 55.70 93.26 0 0

February 21.41 32.24 47.52 91.52 31 3

March 23.21 34.58 54.38 95.63 10 1

April 25.45 35.24 48.26 95.31 105 5

May 26.74 35.36 55.39 94.63 94 8

June 26.40 32.90 69.48 95.78 305 13

July 26.28 31.59 72.61 98.67 361 20

August 26.27 31.53 71.20 99.35 232 17

September 25.67 31.48 72.16 98.42 260 15

October 24.59 31.22 68.45 98.51 223 13

November 18.48 29.14 93.51 99.23 0 0

December 14.80 26.48 95.18 99.15 0 0
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